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PERIOD m. CENT. XVH. 

• » 

CHAP. L 
raoosBss or ths kxtebmax. crvbcb. 

a 

AFTER ages of gloomy fuperftition, the reiga 
of ignorance^ and primeval right,* we have 
feen the fun of rightcoufnefs riling with healing in 
Ihs wings, to difpel thedarknefs, and illumine the 
path, which alone can lead the faithful to the light 
of eternal day. 

The ilruggle in Europe, t>etween truth and 
error, had been long and obftinate ; and, however 
bleiled the iflue, the efFedls of the eonteft were 
greatly to be deplored, as having produced war^ 
which defolated the face of many countries, and 

Vol. IC;^. B confli6U 
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conflicts in all the lands of Chriftcndom ; fome- 
times as fatal to the perfecutors, as to the per- 
fecuted* 



^ ♦ • 



The combatants now had in a fort refled on 
their arms, and precluded, by the peace of Augf- 
burg, from attempting any confiderable inroads on 
each other's . tgcptprie^J^y ^iolenpp, i^ JCatbplics 
and riwdftafttfe began t* pMh ha# -they mi grit ex- 
tend their influence over the regions which had 
been lately difcover«dj--::1Jke -former, efpecially> 
hoped thereby to recover fome indemnity in the 
new Continent^ for their lo^ vn the. c^. 

Herein, indeed, tlsp .C|tt}i0Kcs pofleflcd a great 
and manifeft advantage, not only as united under 
one fpfritunl head, bvrt aWb bccaufe the gmnd dif- 
cpverios had been madp ^.)? t-tiofe .^bo grofefjpd 
t}ie faith of .Romc/an^-Cpntinupd undpf^er db^ 
dierjcc^ Thefe all equaljj^ wifhed^^Ath tbe go^pe^ 
themfelvQS, to prop^^atp 4b?if :qw^ TCli^Pfli 0n4r 
tJius.<:ojafirm^ fMrer^ndfafiw: dominion over, thofe 
whom they had brought under the yoke, pr hppe^ 
by monkifli auxiliaries more eafily to fubdue. No- 
ifbiugi^Puld mor;e €|xa<Jtl^ cwc^r v*ith the ambi- 
tjpus vjows of the papeil jfe^. A bpft Qf ipiflipnariisyj 
r.u(h^4j.intp^the battle, .^.ealpuJly difpq(e<i.tQ fp»e,a4- 
the ^nj),^.I^<Jge ,of J(\ip)|, qiri^iamty ,a» %y «he^d. 
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coxrimcrce of Spain and Portugal had penetrated. 
We have feen the inftitution of Jefuits exprefely 
devoted to this obje6l : nor were the other orders, 
roufed by their izeal and emulation^ behind them 
in the work. 

■ 

To dire<5 their efforts moft efFe<ftually for fpread- 
iiig the popiih religion, and bringing the fubje^ted 
nations, and others, within her pale, was among the 
moil important objedls of the Church of Rome. 

With this view, the Pope cftabliflied a 
AN. 1622. congregation of Cardinals, de fropa^ 

gandafide^ whofe name expreflcd theif 
office. To defray every expence, a vaft endow-*- 
ment, fucceffively increafed, furnifhed the moft 
ample means. The miflionaries were educated^ 
conveyed, and fupplied with every neceflaiy. Se- 
minaries were efiablifbed forfuch heathen converts 
as (hduld be fent to Europe from the different na- 
tiooa. Books were printed in all languages for 
ibte ufe of the mifiona. A provifion was made for 
erodUog fchools, and affording the poor affiftance^ 
wbe^er by medicine, or under any temporal want. 
In fliort, every thing which could forward the mif^ 

fions was liberally fupplied, France 
iU7. l463. copied the example of Rome, and 

formed an eflablifhmlent for the fame 
pUTpofes. ' Regiments of friarii^ black, white, and 

B2 grey. 
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grey, were ready for embarkation, however dif- 
tant the voyage, or perilous the fervice. 

The Jefuits claimed the firfl rank, as due to their 
zeal, learning, and devotednefs to the holy fee. 
The Dominicans, Francifcans, and other orders, 
diiputed the palm with them : and jealous of their 
fuperiority, as is the cafe ufually betwixt rivals for 
fame, they impeached the purity of their motives ; 
imputed their zeal to ambitious purpofes ; and 
accufed them of fubje6ling their converts to their 
own order, with a view to make mcrchandife of 
them. Into thefe accusations probably much truth 
entered, but more envy. Indeed, the religion 
which any of thefe taught, was almofl, if not alto- 
gether, as far removed from the fimplicity that is 
in Chrift, as the Paganifm from which the con- 
verts were drawn. From the commencement of 
the miilions, the congregatioa of cardinals has 
been employed in hearing and examining innu- 
merable memorials and criminations againil the 
Jefuits, the moll grievous and difgraceful to the 
Chriftian name. I confefs, after confidering the 
accuiations and the avowed principle of popery, 
" That every fraud and artifice is pious, that tends 
** to promote the interefts of the Romifli Church,*' 
the Jefuits (eem fully vindicated. Admitting this 
allowed principle, they adied wifely. None can 

rcfufc 
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refufe them the praife of indefatigable labour ; 
and little doubt can be entertained^ that the iilue 
of their miffionary efforts would have been very 
different from what has happened^ if they bad not 
been fo often checked in their career : their fide- 
lity to the feveral flates^ under whofe patronage 
they adled, rendered fufpicious ; and their devo- 
tednefs to the fee of Rome itfelf queilioned. Their 
rivals infinuated^ that they meant only the glory, 
richds, and increale of their own order ; and ia- 
crificed to thefe every other confideration. Whe- 
ther this was really the cafe or not, their fleps 
appear dire6led with the moil confummate ikill^ 
and crowned with aftonifhing fuccefs. They ftu- 
died the charadlers of thole with whom they had 
to do, and fuitcd themfelves alike to the peaiant 
as the noble. They feledled from their fociety, the 
inftruments bed qualified for their feveral fpheres 
of a6lion. They were phyficians, af^ronomers, ma- 
thematicians, painters, muficians, artifts, in every 
occupation, that could render their talents fubfer- 
vient to miflionary purpofes. Their gentle and 
infinuating manners gained the confidence of the 
natives where they redded. They made themfelves 
agreeable as ufeful to the fuperior ranks: they 
condefcended to inftru6l the meaneft ; they con- 
fiilted the different inclinations and habits of the 
ieveral nations, and the individuals of each. In 
ibort, they determined to become all things to all 

P 3 men. 
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men, that they might obtain the great objedl in 
their view. The oew. world, and the Afiatic regions, 
were the chief field of their labours. They pene- 
trated into the uncultivated riecefles of America ; 
civilifed the favages, and won them to habits of 
indirftry. They vifited the untried regions of Siam 
Tonkin, and Cochinchiria, They entered the vaft 
empire of China itfelf ; infinuated themfelves into 
the confidence of that fufpicious people, and num-t 
berqd millions among their converts. They dared 
affront the dangers of the tyrarmical government 
of Japan, and even there extended their conqueffi 
in a manner almoft incredible. In India they af- 
^omed the garb and aufterities of the Brahmins j 
asid boafled on the coafts of Malabar of a thouiand 
converts baptifed in one year by a fingle miflSonary. 
They could alike familiarife themfelves with the ' 
magnificence- and luxury of the court of Pekin, or 
liveron water and vegetables, like the Jogis ; and 
whatever their adverfaries may objeft to the loofe- 
nefe of :their nioral fyftcm, the condudl of the mif- 
ftonarite was unimpeachable : otherwife they had 
lieither attracted or preferyed the veneration ef 
their difeiples — if they admitted of relaxation^ it 
was for them, and not for themfelves. 

That their fuflerings were great, as their hhoutt 
were fiiccefsful, wfe have the mod authentic evi- 

iknot, Tbe dreadful maflacres in Chin^ and Ja* 

"■ ••• -III .-. • 

pan, 
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pimf, {>^v^W- them fincerd ; and at leaft, ^ true 
C2ttfiofic$ ai'any at Rome, or dfcvi^here. 

• Refpedting- thcr two great points Md to tlieir 
charge of endeavotiring to reconcile the Chri-ftian 
God, and the Chfriflian dot^trtne to the prejudiced 
of the difciples of Confucius, much may be faid in 
their vindication. 

1. With regard to the name of God, The ufe 
of the word ^/^, which communicated the idea 
of Deity to a Chinefe, might furely be adopted 
V^ithbut offence : and if explained, be equally pro- 
pcf, as any other term of the Hebrew or Greek 
language. 

2, With' regard to the rites, and offerings paid 
to th6if departed anceftort, fomething more objec- 
tibtl^bf^ may be found. To us who are no Papifts 
it ttitfk app^r eqiially indifferent, whether the re- 
ipe6l be paid to Confucius or a great grandfather, 
or to St. Januarius, or St. Crifpin. And if thefe 
rites ¥^ere only refpe<3ful memorials, and no ido- 
lattous wbrfhip meant, or offered, perhaps as much 
or more might be pleaded for them than for any 
European faints, many of whom are the creatures 
of imagination, and never had an exiflence. 

Q 4 J wonder 
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I wonder not thaf; tbofe who had borne \ht bur- 
den and beat of the day, fhoul(l ohjt& \p bav^ 
priefts of other orders fent from France and Italy 
to prelide pyer, and dir^ t)ie miflions which their 
labours had eftabjiflied^ and coi^nt thppnfelves inr 
fulted by fuch interference ; and ipore than this, 
from the pureft niptives they might juftly appre- 
hend, that the work itfelf would fuffer by fuch in? 
f ■ . . .«. ..••■•1... .I..- if •.■*■*■ • 

trufion. 

But, I may not enter farther into thefe jpjudicir 
pus quarrels^ fpflice it only to obferve, that their 
effedls were fatal to the qniflionary work. The difr 
putcs ampn^ the miflionarips afief^ed their conr 
verts, and every where produced contentiqns. Tl^e 
jealoufy of the gpyerpmcnt^ was roufed. A dread- 
ful pcffpcution afqfe |n Japan. Tbp teachers, as 
well as the difciple$, fell yi6iinf)S tq the fury and 
fpfpiciqn of that fayage people ; and the name of 
Chriftian there 19 no more had in remembrance 
but to abhor it. An. i615. 
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In Chinsf, a flourifhing aera gave brightfer hppe^ 
of perpetuity, ^ut they tpo were blailed. The 
fame effects produced the fame calamities ; and^ 
though thp prpfent century left the Jefuits poileiled 
of a noble churci at Pekin, within the itnperia} 
precindls^ and their mifiionaries ipread through 
• aU'" 
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all that country, and the Mongal Tartary, the 
next law them utterly expelled the empire, with 
gre^t carpage^ and funk never to rife up agaict. 

This jealoufy of the Jefuits, and the final pre- 
valence of their enemies, leading at lail to the fup- 
preffion of their order in the next century, has 
prpvpd eventually the moil fatal blow to the au- 
thority of Rome, and led almofl to the extindlion 
pf all miflionary labours among the Papifts ; aa 
event which every Proteftant will rather confider 
^ aufpicious than afflidtivc. 

Jn Africa, where the Portuguefe power prevsul- 
fcd, the Capuchips were chiefly employed, lefs artf- 
ful and dble indeed than the difciples of Loyola^ 
^ut equally zealous. They relate the wonders 
!)¥rought by their miniftry at Benin, SofTala, and 
the wed and fouthern coafts of Africa : but thoie 
»^ho havjs feen thefe negro Chriflians, the Catho- 
lics themfelves being judges, will with difficulty 
admit tbem to a place in the Church of ChrilL 
Though they have been baptifed, and learned to 
make the fign of the crofs, in all the eflentials of 
Chrifiianity^ whether of do6lrine or pradtice, they 
/differ little from their countrymen. It is among 
tbe awful fcenes, viewed with anguifh by every 
jreal Chriftian^ that &) immenfc a region of the 

globe 
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j^fobc flidtild be left to thk day Jim* ii> Pagirfii 
Irntf MtfhOrterfai^ darlcriefeV atifd lyitig in thtf (hadcm 
of dc^f h, iihd xHf effort made ta plwcl tfie brthd* 

from the burning. 

.... 

, Not Much more ctti be (^d fof alf the CatfioUc 
Cbbvcrfions made from Mexico to tbe Striiits, of 
M^gelJan. There Spariiards and Porturgdefe art 
aKkc bn'ried in igfrormice, firperfiitfoW, and pfoflU 
gacy, ^ven- below fhdt brgotted cotintrymeri ill 
Etitbpe. With fuch e*^m^cs and fueh inftfucSorsf, 
the ftate of the poor natives may well be imagined : 
immcrfed in their ancient fuperflitions, they have 
added all the ceremotvie^ and fblHes of their jiew 
Ttfigiort, to the abfurdities of the old. 

Yet let it be remembered, that ho\«cf^ei* Jefuits 
&f Capuchins may be defptfed or condemned by 
PrW:eftafnts, their c6rtdu(ft is to xts highly reproach- 
ffaf!. that we who vaunt a purer Chrifliarnity, and 
bave fo many nobler motives to animate our zeal, 
httc been hitherto fo backward in the work of 
heafthtn mrffions, fo indifferent about enlarging 
the borders of Immatnocrs kingdom, and fo cold 
in our love towstrds the fouls purchafed by his 
Ifitoft precious bliood, muft be confeflfed our guift 
ahd (hame, and can neither be too deeply lament- 
ed, or fo6 ibon amended, 

Among 
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Among tbe Protcftants, it itiuft be owned, tha 
efforts to fpread the gofpei in the heathen world 
were fcW and feeble, A zealous Lutheran, Ernefl-,. 
Baron of Wells, felt for the honour of his profeA- 
lion, and for the glory of the* Lord, ami fought to 
form a fociety for a Proteflant miflion ; but a viu 
rrety of impediments dilappointed his pnrpoies^ 
and no efiedtual benefit refultcd from the attempt. 

Tlie t^ gfCiat nations of EngUfli and Dutch 
were too much engrofled V^ith their commercial 
^oncerri^ to take religion into their view, and ut* 
tcriy negledled this great obje<5i^. Such a fcheme^ 

indeed, was formed under Charles I. and 
AH* 1647. a foeiety appointed under the fan<5tioa 

of parliament for this purpofe : but th6 
confuffoM which followed, prevented any conlider* 
aWe efforts being made daring the civil wars. And 
^ealons as Cromwell profefled himfelf for Chrif- 
tianity, he t^s too much taken up in fecuring hb 
precatrcAi^ dominion at home, to extend his con- 
cern to the heathen abroad. At the reftoration of 
Charles the Second, the fooiety was re-eftablifhedy 
but the temper of that reign was little miffionary 
— ^the projeift languifhed in luke-warmnefs. All 
that can be called milTionary labour at that time^ 
iniifi be afcribed to the Puritans and Non-con-* 
fbrmifts, who fled to America to efcape the perfecu* 

^ons of government at home. Some of thcfc men of 

God 
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God diflinguiflied their zeal in labours among the 
poor Indians^ which were crowned with tokens of 

divine favour. The names of Brainerd^ 
AN. 1633. Mayhew, and Shepherd, deferve to be 

had in remembrance : and, above all^ 
the excellent Elliot, called the Apoftle of the In- 
dians, a title merited by his indefatigable labours^ 
and fignal fucceis among them ; and more efpe- 
cially by bis tranflation of the Scriptures into their 
language, and thus enabling them to read and un- 
derftand the oracles of God. Thefe attempts in 
America roufed the attention of many at home ; 
and another fbcicty, noble in its inflitution, waa 
iormed for promoting Chriftian knowledge. I wifh 
I could report the mighty effedls, and the zealous 
labours of the mifHonarics fcnt forth under their 
dufpices. Some good, however, has been done in 
India, and elfcwhere, and particularly in the im- 
menfe number of bibles and religious tradls, which 
have been difperfed through all parts of the Britifh 
dominions ; and never can the word of God be 
pcrwfed without being the lavour of life uqto |ife^ 
or of death unto death. 

I would mention the efforts of the Dutch, if I 
could trace the brightnefs of the gofpel glory rifing 
under their patronage. The independents from 
Leydcn, indeed, emigrated to the Dutch colony 
in North America, and were among tl^e $r(l har-s 

bingcrsi 



Cent. 17.] THE CHURCH OF CK&IST. 13 

bingers of gofpcl day ; and in all their fettlements 
tbc reformed religion was fet up ; though I find 
no record of coniiderable fuccefs in the converfion 
of the heathen. In Ceylon^ indeed^ and on the 
coaft of Malabar^ fome traces of miffionary labours 
remain. I may not conceal that in Japan^ it is 
faid^ they hold the only fpot \¥hich Europeans are 
permitted to enter, and that purchafcd for com- 
mercial^ purpofes, by denying that they are Chrif- 
tians, and trampling on the crofs : but I (hall not; 
lor the honour of the Batavian nation^ eafily adopt 
fo infamous a report. It is to be lamented, that 
Taft as their commerce, and extenfive as their fo- 
reign fettlements have been, no vigorous miilionaiy 
efforts have yet been made, to carry the glad tid- 
ings of iaivation to the countries which Providence 
placed under their yoke, or brought into connec- 
tion with them : but my bufinefs is to record what 
hath been done, rather than to blame what hath 
beea negleded. 

TIpe amazing progrefs in all fcientific attain^ 
ments, peculiarly marks this age : never perhaps 
before was fuch a conftellation of fages feen upon 
this ftage of earth, vtbo carried philofophy to its 
bigheft pitch. From the great Bacon, Lord Veru- 
1am, who led the way at the commencement of 
this acra, to the greater Sir Ifaac Newton, fuppofed 

juftly 
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juftly to be tte f^rft of human bqi^gs for intelledl, 
difcoveries, and-extept of knowledge. England 
claims, aqd jjiiftly, the firft place in the temple of 
literary f^mp. . But other natJQns b.ojajft alio their 
produ6tiQns : Jt^y her Galileo, France her Gaf- 
fcndi and Deffcartes, Germany her Leibnitz, and 
Penmark her Tycho Brahc, with ^ thoufand other 
naixie^ of eminence, who eclipfed all thofe who 
had preceded them in mathemJ^tics, aftrononiy, aad 
natural philofophy ; ^nd, indeed, in mbft other 
Ifranches of knowledge, phyfic, chymiftry, hiftory^ 
phifiology, and every kind of literati\re, iacred or 
prpfafle. Ijp every nation the laogoage bocamo 
^ipre poliflicd, and the writers as elegwt in their 
cxprcfffipns, 9s deep in their rpfearches. But thefe 
I muft pafs ^ailily over, as the more immediate! 
<ubje6l of th,e Chijirch^of Chrift will fuirnifb abun- 
dant matter. - 

Yet it muft not be forgotten, that amidil this 
Taft acceffion to the ftock of human knowledge, 
ipany reputed geniu^e^ :ar:0fe, wbofe fame {or fhall 
I rather fay infamy) was built upon the wpA dar- 
ing a.ttack8 on revelation, or the moft infidbus at- 
tempts to undermine it. To philofophize above 
wb^t/is^ >j?ritt^n, ai}d for vain man Xo afFcft* to be 
Vifer th^n God^ is too correfpondent with his fallen 
l^ure^ re^dy to abufe the nobleft faculties to the 

moft 



Cent,,!?,.] 5ftB/C4}y^Bg?.(j«iwWf • I* 

of ip^nB*!?^. w4er Gbfii'les Ih '^Pmi qf' Ah^ mofti 

atheiflical tenets^ and to embolden in bis .wjckisd*- 
neft, the fool who had faid (or at leaft hoped) 
in his heart, that there is no God. Such were 
Hobbes, Toland, and the Lords Herbert, Rochef- 
ter, and Shaftcfbury, who endeavoured, partly by 
reafoning, partly by ridicule, to overturn the faitlx 
of the unliable profeilbr, or to harden the hearts 
of the profligate. Many, indeed, inftantly arofe 
to lift up the fhield againft the fiery darts of the 
wicked : and that great and able Robert Boyle, 
who is faid to have always read the Scripture 
on his knees, zealous for divine truth, as emi- 
neit in philofophical difcoveries, inftituted a con- 
ftant annual courfe of ledlures, in defence of that 
religion, which thefe fceptical philofophers endea- 
voured to fuppJant and deftroy. Let it be how- 
ever particularly noted, that the great luminaries 
of the age, were the flrenuous defenders of divine 
revelation. Newton, Locke, Boyle, Maclaurin, 
and others, alike diftinguilhed for fcience, gloried 
in be!lieving on the Ix)rd J^fus Chrift. Not that 
the faith of the gofpel flands in the wifdom of man^ 
but in the power of God. 

. The 
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The general ftatc of the Church will be fecn^ 
as we pafs in review the feveral members of which 
it was compofed ; the Papifts^ the Greeks, and the 
Ph>teftant8 : the latter of which will more elpe- 
cialty engage our attentibn, as in the others little 
dfe will be found than darknefs^ and the (had€W 
of death. 



CHAP* 
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ON THE CHURCH OF ROME. 

THE indignaut pont'fT!' ^chcld the lofs of their 
flocks, and the dcfulcation of their revenues; 
and deep in their hcr.rt.> meditated the means of 
their recovery, and of vcngciincc on their enemies. 
The peace of Au;;(Lnrg; had bound up the arm of 
violence from pcrfccu-ion, and every where pro- 
claimed peace and tolerance among the contend- 
ing princes. But peace was torment to the Kemilh 
prelates, and tolerance, of all imiiglnriMc evils, tliC 
mofl: intolerable, and trcafon ag.-^inll the m.ijefiy of 
thofe anathemas, whieh tliev harl hurled nL'.'iinft all 
heretics. The firft obje6l thcrefc^e of Rome, and 
of thofe who filled the i)^pal chair, was to break 
this bond of union ; to roufe the Catholic pr/nces 
to frefti a6ls of oppreffion in their own domiin'ons, 
and to renewed attempts, to. bring back to the 
houfc of their prifon, thofe wdio had emancipated 
thenifelves from the yoke of bondage. 

This was the uniform purfuit and fpiritof all the 
fueceflive pontiffs ; and they eniployed the mod 
powerful engines of craft and cruelty to efFe6ltlie'r 

Vol. III. C purpolcs. 
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purpofes. The hiftory of one will be nearly the 
hiftory of all ; though fome were men of a more 
learned caft ; others more daringly flagitious and 
profligate in their manners ; and here and there a 
gentle fpirit, covered with an honed blufh, that 
confeflfed guilt ; and heaved a fupprefled figh for 
reformation, which the ftate of popery was too 
inveterately rooted in evil to admit. I (hall not 
therefore particularize, but purfue the fleps which 
marked the deflgns of the pontifical chair, leaving 
thofe who have done juflice to them feverally, to 
brand with infamy the impurities, and open pro- 
fligacy of Innocent the Tenth, the moil criminal of 
men ; and to adorn the memory of the ingenuous 
Odefchalchi, Innocent XI. who fought in vain to 
cleanie the Augean liable. 

As the obje6l was to recover their loft power, 
wealth and dominion, the means they poilefled un- 
fortunately were but too well fuited to the end. 
The Houfe of Auftria with the other Catholic 
princes, the devoted partifans of the holy fee, were 
efpccially courted. To thefe they looked for an 
arm of flefh and perfecution ; and endeavoured to 
roufe them to recover their paft influence, by 
breaking the peace of Augfbui^, and bruiiing under 
the rod of oppreflion thofe, whom they had bound 
themfelves to protedl and tolerate. 

Another^ 
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Another, and yet more powerful engine, was 
found in the wily, inlinuating, reftlefs, and indei- 
&tigable order of Jefuits ; the firmed fupporters of 
the holy fee, and its mofl zealous as well as able 
iatcllitcs. Thefe were difperfed through all lands, * 
and feized every opportunity to pervert the igno- 
rant, or opprefs the feeble. In the courts of princes, 
. Whofe confeflbrs they chiefly were, the laxity of 
their moral fyflem recommended their prefcriptions 
for quieting guilty confciences ; and one commuta^i* 
tion was always fure to be fuggefted, as covering a 
multitude of fins $ and this as eafy to perform, aa 
flattering to human pride and fuperflition. Zeal 
for the converfion of heretics, and the employment 
of any means to cfTedl it, however favage or con- 
trary to the mofl folemn engagements, cancelled! 
all crimes* 

The pens of thefe artful and perfidious cafuiflii 
were firfl employed to prove the nullity of the peace 
of Augfburg, and to charge upon the FroteflantS, 
various pretended infraflions; in order tojuftify 
the attack meditated againfl them. 

The Houfe of Auflria, gained by the popes and 
thefe jefuitical direcSlors of their confciences, began 
with the violation of the treaty, in their own here- 
ditary dominions. They endeavoured to prevail 
upon the Protefiants to return to the Romifh pale, 

Ca by 
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by carcfles, promifes, the wiles of controverfy, and 
the ingenuity of fraud ; in all which, thefe new 
apoftlcs* were employed with much fuccefs. To 
bend the ftubborn, and to fubdue the daring, in- 
numerable adls of opprefRon were excrcifed : and 
where the law was fuborncd to collogue with 
power, redrcfs was fought in vain. The Protef- 
tants had no choice, but to fubmit, or fly their 

country. 

. . . I 

Bohemia next experienced the arm of popifh 
tyranny. Defpair drove the Bohemians to refift-* 
ance, and to wreak on their pcrfccutors vengeance 
for the wrongs they had received. And here hu- 
manity bleeds, and Cbriftianity groans, over the 

mifcrics infeparable from civil war. On 
AN. 1619. the death of the Emperor ^Nlathias, the 

Bohemians rcfolvcd to chufe a king of 
their own faith, and to prclcrve their civil and re- 
ligious liberties againft the all-grafping arm of 
.Auftria. For this purpofc they offered their crowrf 
to the illuflrious eleclor palatine, a Proteftant, and 
lon-in-law to the King of England ; hoping to 
Itrengthcn themfelves greatly by fuch an cIe61ion. 
In an unfortunate hoar Frederic accepted the 
crown, arid prepared to defend himfelf, arid his 
new fubjecis, agaiufl the claims and arms of Ferdi- 
nand of Auflria. The ifllie of the confliA was the 
moft afiiiclivp. Frederic not only loft his crown 

. ' and 
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and kingdom, but his own electorate. The impe- 
rial'arms triumphed: and what rendered this more 
grievous, it was in a great meafure owing to the 
bafenefs of John, elector of Saxony, who helped 
on the (leftru6lion of Frederic and his brethren : 
whether moved by envy at Ijis elevation, or by pre- 
judice againft him as a Calvinift. The ruin of the 
poor Proteftants followed in Bohemia, and the Pala- 
tinate ; and they gronned under every oppreflion 
that abufed power could inflicfl, and reh'gious bigo- 
try fuggeft : meanwhile our wretched arfti pufillani- 
mous James I. looked on, nor moved a finger to 
fupport his worthy fon, or the (inking caufe of the 
reformed religion. 

Tilly, the imperial general, now reigned with- 
out opponent, and Rome began again to nuniber 
Germany among the countries of her obedience. 
The Proteftants, unable to make hc?A rigainft: their 
conquerors, maintained a precarious tenure in their 
own dominions ; and every day proclaimed the ap- 
proaching defpotic power of t!ie Emperor, and the 
fubjugation of the Lutherans, and of all who hnd 
deferted the popifti pale. Rome exulicd in her pro- 
fpedls, and the Jefuits redoubled their efforts in 
the conquered countries, to fcduee the vanquiftied, 
to make their peace with the conquerors, by a 
change of their religion. 

C 3 The 
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The Prnperor, bqundlefs in his ambition^ as en^ 
flaved to popery, now caft off tl^e mafk ; and in 
dire6l breach of tbe^e/i/r^ of Augfburg^ inftigatcd by 

the jefuitical emiilarics of Home, iifued 
AN. 1629. ^n edidl for the reftqration of all that 

had been taken from the Church, la 
virtue of the former treaty. Whatever priefls an4 
monks chofe to claim, the imperial foldiers were at 
band to feize; and rcHftancc was yain, wbero 
tyranny perverted the law againft the Proteiiant 
pofleflbr. JThc cries of the oppreflcd were loud. 
The wife and confiderate of the papiils themfclves 
fupported the complaints which reached the im-r 
perial throne, and remonflrated, that the inevitable 
confequence would be to roufe the Bohemians by 
defpair to rcfiftance, and to leave the country 
ravaged, ruined, and deftitute of inhabitants. But 
the favagc bigot Ferdinand replied, malumus regT 
tmm 'vafiatimiy quam damnaium^ — " I had rather fee 
^' the kingdom a dcfert, than damned.*' Terror 
and difmay fpread over the remaining princes. The 
Proteftant caufe was reduced to the lowed ebb ; ita 
final overthrow in the empire feemed inevitable and 
approaching. But God in wrath remembered 
^ercy ; ^nd though he thus puniflied their de- 
olenfions, he would not wholy give them over fpr 
a pre^ to the teeth of their enemies. 



An; 
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An. 1630. The magnanimous King of Sweden, 
Gultavus Adolpbus, heard the groans of his brethren 
with anguiih. He iaw the courage of the few re- 
maining Lutheran princes quelled by fear ; or their 
arm pal (led by mean attention to their own intereft, 
and bafe hope of profiting by the fpoils of others ; 
though like the companions of Ulyfles^ Saxony the 
chief could only expedl to be laft devoured. He 
refolved to refcue them from oppreifion or perifh 
in the attempt. The court of France, jealous of 
the Emperor's overgrown power, inftigatcd Guila- 
vus to the entcrprize, and promifed him afiQflance. 
He knew he fhould find alfb friends among the 
timid, when they dared to declare themfelves, and 
were fure that help was at hand. He boldly there- 
fore drew the fword, and with a fmall but chofen 
army, eroded the fea, and landed in Germany to 
maintain the liberty of his brethren, and check the 
encroachments of Auftria and Rome. The iiTue is 
well known— Vidlory crowned the hero. The in- 
(blent pride of Ferdinand was humbled ; his gene- 
rals defeated. And though the King of Sweden 
fell at Lutzen, at the head of his chofen band, on 
the bofom of vidory, his death arrefted not the 
vigour of the Swedes. The generals who fucceeded 
Guflarus, maintained their fuperiorily ; till worn 
out with a war of thirty years of mifery, all parties 
))Ocame difpofed to heal the wounds which bled 

C 4 throughout 
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throughout this unhappy country, by 

' Arf. 1645. the peace of Weftphalia. In vain the 

. Pope and the Jefuits endeavoured to 

put every obftacle in the way of its conclufion. 

• Neceflity obliged both parties to compromife their 

■ differences. The Emperor indeed refufed to grant 

their former liberty to the Proteflants in Aailria 

and Bohemia, or to reftore the Palatinate ; yet all 

the other claims of the Proteftants were folemnly 

admitted and guaranteed. The reftitution edicft 

was revoked ; and the Proteftant and reformed in- 

tereft fettled on a bafis not eafily to be fhaken. 

The dragon gnafhed with vexation at feeing his 
prey thus efcape ; and fet himfelf to provide new 
means, and to plot new wiles, for the fedu6tion 
of thofe, whom he found himfelf rniable to fubdue. 
Nor were thcfe without confiderable effe6l. As 
open violence was reftraincd, the Jefuits and crafty 
prelates endeavoured under pretence of reconciling, 
to foften down the grofier features of popery, and 
to give them a n^ore inofFenfivc afpect. They pro- 
fefled a willingnefs to grnnt almoft any indulgences 
to the fcrupulous, only that they fhould return to 
the bofom of the Romith church, and heal the 
fchifm; for this end ronfercnccs were held, difputa- 
tions on the points of controverfy managed with 
greater mildnefs and dexterity ; every winning 

artifice 



Cent. 17.] THE CHURCH OP CHRIST. 25 

artifice was employed^ and every tempting offer 
made, which could cither furprife the confcience 
of the doubtful and ill-informed, or tempt the 
worldly-minded. 

But thefe arts, through the watchfulnefs of the 
Proteftants, were in a meafure difappointed. The 
Grcrmans chofe to prcferve their own liberty and 
religious profeflion. Yet a Chriftina, Queen of 
Sweden, was perverted, quitted her country and 
died at Rome : a woman of no femblance of reli- 
gion. A Marquis of Brandenburgh ; a Count Pa- 
latine ; a Duke of Brunfwick ; and a King of Po- 
land, who procured a crown by his apoftacy ; thefe 
with feveral men of Iciirning and name, alfo joined 
the popiih communion. Indeed the zeal for making 
converts among the Romanifts^ met with little of 
equal activity ninong the Proteftants. The fire of 
the reformation \v:is damped ; a fpirit of formality 
and fecurity grew \ipou ihcin ; and the number of 
thofe whofe hearts were delivered from the domi- * 
nion of the leading errors of popery was not (b 
great,' as the general profeflion fccmed to (ignify. 
An unawakened eonfcienee, and the bias to lean 
on our own wifdom and doings for falvation, left 
many^ and of the wife and learned alfo, an ealy 
prey to fcdu6rion. A richer fpqufe alfo tempted 
them ; for all the great prefcnncnts were in the 
apoftate church. The hopes of Rome thus con- 
tinued 
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tinued to be fupported^ and their fecret pradliceB in 
^U nations attended with confiderable fucceis. 
'^Vhcre they could influence the ruling powers^ the 
fubjedls found no agreements or treaties binding. 
Hence in Poland the Proteftants, under a variety of 
pretexts, were robbed and plundered, ejected from 
their churches, deprived of their fcbools, and cruelly 
puni(hed,in order to engage them to renounce their 
faith and profeflion, in contradidlion to all jufticc, 
and without hope of redrefs. The fame fcene was 

a6led in Hungary, under the hereditary 
AN. 1671. bigotry of the Houfe of Auflria. Th<: 

dukes of Savoy and Piedmont were iti^ 
iligated to hunt out the poor remains of the WaU 
denfes from the faftnefles of the mountains, where 
they had fought a hiding place, and with all the 
animoflty of inquifitorial cruelty, to waile by fire 
and fvvord the feeble, but patient and unrcfifting 
remains of this faithful people. An. i632 — l6a5« 

In Spain, as the number of Morifcoes was fo 
great, and* their attachment to Mahomed invete-* 
rate, the enmity of the clergy, and the intolerance 
of bigotry compelled them to quit their country, or 
their religion. Millions of the Moors, faithful to 
their prophet, facriiiced all their fubftance, relatives^ 
and native land, and were tranfported into Africa j 
carrying their diligence and arts to enrich the foil 
of Fez and Morocco ; and leaving a defcrt behind 

them 
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them yet unpeopled. But the Church gained what- 
ever might be the lodes of the Sfaie ; and procured 
acquiiitions in the evacuated kingdoms^ which weU 
repaid the zeal of the inquilitors. 

In France a conftant infringement of the Protef- 
tant liberties^ reduced the numbers, and awakened 
the complainings of the oppreiled. Every art was 
ufed to Simulate the ruling powers to pcrfccution ; 
|tnd every wile of cunning to furprifc the confciences 
of the monarchs, furrounde<l by jefuits, confcflbrs, 
priefis and bifhops, all in league to bring back the 
Huguenots to the houfe of their prifon, Afler be* 
ing long harrafled by periecution, the revocation 
of the edidl of Nantz, compellqd many 
AN. l684. hundreds of thoufands of French Protef^ 
tants to feeK refqge in foreign lands^ 
Ah ! the day of recompence is come. God is vifit- 
ing upon the children the iniquity of their fathers, 
and giving them blood to drink, for the innocent 
Proteft^nt blood poured out on every fide. 

Nor were the artifices of popery confined to the 
nations under her own obedience. England was 
filways an enviable objedl ; fo long a fief of Rome, 
and patiently plundered, now cut off root and 
branch from all connection or communication with 
the holy fee. No faith was to be kept with fuch 
(luetics ; ^d lulling ibcm efteemed no murder, 

but 
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but meritorious. Such were the maxims of popery ; 
fuch Garnet, the Jefuit fuperior in England taught; 
and furprifed the confcientious papift, Sir Everard 
Digby, and others, into a plot, the moft horrible in 

its natifre, and which threatened to be 
AN. l605. the moft dreadful in its cfFcfls ; no !efs 

than to blow up the king and both 
houfes of parliament with gunpowder; and in the 
confulion of the nation, which muft enfue, to fet up 
the Roman Catholic religion. The blood runs cold 
when we review this fcene of deliberate and atroci- 
ous wickednefs, fandlioned by Rome, and furc to 
merit the higheft. degree of glory in that anti-chrif- 
tian church. Juft at the moment of its execution, a 
gracious Providence difcovered the infernal defign, 
and expofed the diabolical oonfpirators to the 
righteous laws of their country. 

Difappointcd, but not difcouraged, the pontiffs 
and Jefuits purfucd their objeft with more caution, 
and deeper laid fchemes ; and fometimes with a 
profpedl of fuccefs, that filled the ambitious prelate 
with premature exultation ; though mercifully end- 
ing in difappointment. What could not be effedt- 
cd under James I. was attempted under his fuc- 

cedbr, Charles I. He had t^ken a 
AN. 1625. bigotted papift for his Queen ; and with 

her a legion of Jefuits followed. He 
had promoted the yiolent Laud, half a papift, to 

the 
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the fee of Canterbury, who feconded all his tyran- 
nical dcfigns. Mofhcim indeed is utterly miftaken 
in aflTerting that they caufed " the Church of Eng- 
" land to be new modelled, and publicly renounced 
" the Calviniftic opinions :" for the articles, liturgy 
and homilies continued in full force as ever; yet 
that they wifhed and attempted it is too true. 
Laud was a bitter Arminian, ftrongly fufpedled of 
Icaniiag to popery, and conllantly endeavouring to 
enlarge the ritual, and bring it to a greater con- 
formity with Rome ; whilft his encouragement, 
feconded by the royal patronage, of all who op- 
pofed the eflablifhcd dodrines ; and his cruelty aud 
oppreffion of thofe who held them, whom he charg- 
ed with Puritanifm, becaufe they zcaloufly countcr- 
a6ted his defigns, kept the bed men out of the 
Church, or (ilcnced thofe who were in it ; and en- 
couraged the apoflatcs to greater diligence by the 
affured profpcdl of preferment. Forbes*, one of 
them, who well knew the objects then purfucd, has 
given every reafon to conclude, thai both Charles I. 
and his archbifl.op, would have been well content 
to come to terms, and. be reconciled with Rome. 
This fatal event was prevented, by one little lefs to 
be deplored, the civil wars which broke out, and 
brought thcfj unhappy innovators to that fearful 
end, which many who inoft abhorred their ix)piln 
and tyrannical defigns moll deeply, condemned. 

When 
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Whin once the torch of difcord hnid ligfited up the 
flames of^war, the politic Cromwell and bis af- 
fociates led on the conflagfation ; and the head^ 
which wore the crown, fell the yicftriri to his own. 
bigotry and duplicity, and the ilUdireded COuntils 
of Laud and his popilh advifers* 

Thus for a while the wicked, fcut eiatted pro* 
tc<5lor, waved the bloody fword, not only over his 
own land, but made the monarchs of Chriftendofiri 
tremble, court his friendfhip, and fufpend their per- 
iecutions againil the Proteilants. Even the tiara 
itfelf was obliged to bow down; which he fomc- 
times threatened to pluck from the head of the 
unworthy wearer : and his menaces were known to 
be no bruta fulmina ; but terribly reah'zed againil 
bis enemies. Whatever judgment may be formed 
of his charader by others, the refledling Chriftian 
will probably think, as I do, that tyrannical as 
Cromwell was, we are as much indebted^ under a 
gracious over-ruling Providence, to this man for the 
prcfervation, as to the bloody Henry the Eighth^ 
for the introdudlion of the Proteftant religion 
amongft us. The good hand of our God over u^ 
for good is not the lefs to be ilcknowledged, be- 
caule the inflruments employed meant not fo, but 
aAed under the impuKe of their own pride^ ambi- 
tion^ and felfiihnefs. 

Air. 
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An. 1660. The reftoration of Charles the 
Second once more revived the moft fanguine hopes 
of Rome. He was a man of the moft profligate 
chara6ler and corrupted principles; and as popery 
to fuch a one was the moft convenient religion^ 
he had, during his exile, embraced it, and become 
the pupil of the Jefuits. But as the utmoft fecrcfy 
was needful, in order to procure his return, he made 
the moft fpecious and folemn profeilions of zeal 
for the Proteftant faith and the Church of Eng- 
land : and was obliged to veil his dcfigns at firft^ 
under the cloak of the profoundeft hypocrify. 
When he had by this means recovered the throne 
of his anceflors, the love of eafe, and the love of 
pleafure, palfied his fecret defires for the rcftora- 
tion of the religion he had embraced ; and which 
only could be eftablifhed in a nation who abhorred 
it, by a contention that might have again fent him 
into the banilhment from which their voice had re- 
called him. Not that his purpofe was altered, or his 
plans laid afide. His treaty with the King of France, 

through the fecret negociation of the 
AK. 1670. Lord Arundel of Wardour, a zealous pa- 

pift, had the reftoration of popery for its 
grand objed. And though he was withheld, by poli- 
tical circumftances, from introducing the promtfed 
fupplies of men, be received the unkingly fubfidy 
of two hundred thoufand pounds yearly, to be- 
tray his country to its enemies ; and we^t^ fays 

Mr. 
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Mr. Hume, for joy during an interview with his 
lifter, the Dutchefs of Orleans, at the hope of 
quickly realizing the project of bringing back his 
kingdom within the Romifti pale of obedience. 
But' his indolence, his cowardice, and the purfuit 
of his fcandalous amours, occupied his time and 
thoughts, and diverted him from venturing upon 
any fteps of danger and difficulty. Death furprifed 
him in the midft of his pleafures, arrd the profeffion 
of Proteftantifm, with his bi(hops around him. A 
popifti pricft was haftily fent for, up the back flairs; 
and the reft all excluded, whilft he made his laft 
peace with Rome, arid received the delufivc viati- 
cum. Thus died as he lived, that wicked, gentle- 
manlike, lewd, deceitful, popifti hyprocritc, Charles 
the Second. 

An. i685. The church of Rome had a more 
faithful and zealous fon in his fucccflbr James II. 
Open in his profeffion, and more violent, even than 
his Jcfuit confcffbrs themfclves, he no fooner fuc- 
cceded to the throne, than he unveiled, with un* 
jefuitical imprudence, his intentions ; and thus de-. 
feated his own dcfigns. Too (inccrc to dare be a 
hypocrite, and too confident of his own power to 
carry his purpofcs into execution, lie wantonly 
trampled on the laws of the land ; affronted the 
Church, by all the trumpery of the mafs reftored in 
his chapel ; and the nation, by ads of defpotifm 

it 
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it was little difpofed to endure. His craftier aflb- • 
ciatea would have checked the tapidity of his 
movements, and the pontiff himfelf wiflicd to rein 
in the impetuous monarch ; but the merit, and the 
glory, after which he afpired, of faving the nation^ 
over which he prefided, from hell and herefy, drove 
him on furioufly to his own deflrudlion. The ge- 
nerous William of Holland, who had married 
his daughter, the next Proteftant heirefs to the 
* throne, obeyed the call of the people, and hafted 
to their deliverance. James, deceived by courtier 

bows and profeflions, flattered himfelf 
AN. 1688. with the fidelity of his army and navy ; 

but, no fooncr was the Proteftant deli- 
verer landed, than every man, even his deareft 
friends and his own daughter, defertcd the bigot 
King, and left him as dcftitute of all belp^ as be*- 
fore he had appeared defpotic and fervilely obeyed. 
Thus once more the prey was taken from the 
mighty ; and, in the critical moment, when the 
wafter was ready to dcftroy, a gracious intcrpofition 
of Providence preferved the purity of religion, and 
the liberties of the land. Rome, gnaihed with dif- 
appointed rage and malice, fought to arm her 
avengers to reftore the abdicated monarch ; and 
allured with the hope of ambitious conquefts, the 
rival governments of France and Spaiii, to fecond 
her own deep laid fchemes of fubjedlion, but in 
, vain. William, firm in the afFe<Slions of his people, 
VoL.m. ' P lifted 
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lifted op the banner of vi6lory ; and in Ireland 
and England, humbled a?I his enemies, and laid 
the foundations of a conftitation, which, with Fa- 
ther Paul, every gCKxi EogUftiman prays, efio per- 
feiua, 

"iTie arms of Rome were now again reduced to 
fubtcrfuge, wile, and cunning. The Jefuits un- 
abafhed, dnd rifing, Antaeus like, from their de- 
feats, marfhalled anew their forces. In France 
there arofe a hoft of Polemics, who were called 
Methodifts, from the artful methods which they 
took to confound, feduce, and pervert the Protef- 
tants from their religious principles. Veron, the 
Jefuit, and others, with the eminent Cardinal 
Richelieu at their head, endeavoured to eftablifh 
the authority and unity of the Church, as a divine 
conftitution, where the danger of fchifm, and the 
prefcription of antiquity fonned the plaufible argu- 
ments of fophiftry. The contempt into which 
Popery is now funk, and the extinclion of its'moft 
crafty fup{X)rters, makes it fuperfluous to reply Xi> 
arguments long fince confuted, and follies nt>w 
become obfolete ; and of which the remaining fa- 
-tellites of Rome arc themfelves afhamed. But ih 
that day, much mifchief arofc from them ; and be- 
tween the icduflions produced by intereft, feaiV 
Ignorance, or fui*prife, tnany departed from tttfe 
j)rofeflion of-laith, and reconciled themfelves totht 
- - • ... falfc 
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falfe Church. Yet, on the whole, the progrcfs of 
knowledge weakened the pillars of fu perdition, and 
in every ftate the incrcafc of infidelity was ftill more 
evident than of popery : and the mines were pre- 
pared of that philofophical impiety, which our days 
have feen burfting into explolion, and overturning 
ail the ftrong holds of Catholicifm. 

The promifing appearances alfo of the fpread of 
Romanifm in many foreign lands, at the beginning 
of the century, declined towards the end of it, and 
all their laurels of converfion were blaflcd in' Afia, 
and Africa. Partly by the intrigues difcovered in 
Japan, which awakened that ferocious government 
againft the Jefuits ; partly by the infolencc with 

which they carried on their pretcnfions, 
AN. 1634. as in Abyffinia, and which ended in 

their expulfion : by thefe calamities, 
whether true Chriflianity gained or loft, is a very 
difputable matten 

A quarrel with the Venetiatis had nearly fepa* 
rated that country from the Romifh jurifdiAion. 
The mediation of Henry IV. King of France, pre- 
vented a fatal rupture ; but the bands of allegiance 
Were fo loofencd, and the peace reftored on fuph 
terms, as fecuring the pootifF's honour, left him 
only nominal power in religious matters ; whilft 
the ftate maintained her national authority and in« 

D 2 depend- 
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dependence. The famous Father Paul, the candid 
author of the council of Trent, gained himfelf, in 
this controvcrfv, immortal honour, by defending 
the liberties of his country againfl th:: ufurpations 
of Rome: and, as Cardinal Norris owns, ever 
iincc the papal bulls pafs with difficulty the Pi> 
into the Venetian territories. Ax. 1O07. 

Ant.. 164 1. Portugal threatened a ftill greater 
defcclion, but rcftraincd by the chains of preju- 
dice, they dared not as hardily rejc«5l the fervitudc 

< 

of Rome, as they had boldly recovered their coun- 
try from the ufurpation of Spain. Dur- 
AN. 1640. ing all the long years which this con- 
flidt continued between the rival na- 
tions, the fee of Rome, overawed by the Spaniih 
terrors, refufed to grant any bull for the cpnfccra^ 
tion of Portuguefe bifhops, and left that kingdom 
deprived of fuch fpiritual fuccours as her pontiffs 
could aftbrd. Yet, the hero who defended his in- 
dependence with fuccefs againft the Spanifh mo- 
narch, dared not break with the Ronian prelate. 
Inquifitorial power, and national prejudices, com- 
pelled him to temporize, till the peace with Spain 
permitted the Pope to ilTue the neccfTary difpcnla- 
tions : and thus has Portugal continued the moft 
abject vaflal of the Romidi fee to tliis day. Ax. 
1660. 



The 
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The ftiirdy oppofition of the French bilhops to 
the papal encroachments on their privileges and 
immunities, fortified by the jealous pride of her 
mighty monarch againft all foreign claims, had, 
from the beginning, preferved the Gallican church, 
from the fcrvile fubje6lion to which the other Ca- 
tholic kingdoms had been reduced. This was a 
perpetual fubjecft of contention. The faitliful le- 
gions of Jcfu its maintained the legitimacy of every 
papal claim. The parliament of Paris, and the 
native ecclefiaftics, defended their liberties, and 
excited often the papal indignation : but the po[x*s 
with-hcld wifely their anathemas, which had loft 
fo much of their terrors, and coHfined thcmfclvcs 
to remonftrances. Indeed, humiliating inflanccs 
appear of pontifical imbecillity, and gallic monar- 
chical power. The punifhmcnt for an 
AN. 1664. infult committed on a French ambafia- 
dor, was rigorous and truly mortifying 
AN. 1678. to papal pride; but the difpute about 
the rights of prcfcnting to benefices, 
during the vacancy of the tjallican bifhopricks, 
(hewed that thc^ir/VW claims of the Pope would 
be as little refpe6^ed as his temporal dignity. Bulls 
upon bulls on one fide, and fevcrc edii5\s on the 
other, againfl thofe who dared to pay thcin tlie 
Icafl refpe(ft or obedience, threatened a breach not 
cafily repaired. The Gallican bifliops fupportcd 
Jbeir monarchy and in a folemn aflcmbly decreed, 

D 3 that 
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that all the churches of France were fubjeA to the 
King's regale, or right o( nomination, during the 
vacancy of every fee : but they added decifiooa 
ftill more mortifying, and derogatory to papal au- 
thority. An. i682, 

1. Excluding Rome from all interference in the 
temporal concerns of fovereigns, and reftraining 
her authority to. fpirituals only. 

2. Confirming the decrees of the pouncil of 
Conftance, fubjedling the Pope, as well as al^ 
others, to a general council. 

3. Maintaining all ancient ufages and immun^ 
ties of the Gallican church inviolable, 

4. Denying the infallibility of the papal deci- 
fions, unlefs fandlioned by a general council ; thefo 
the clergy and univerfitics thoughout the kingdon^ 
adopted. Nor could the terrors of excommunica- 
tion, or the inflexibility of the PpntifF, alter theic 
determinations ; and though (bme foothing letters 
were written to appeafe his wrath, thefe decifibns 
continued the rule of the Gallican Church, 

An. i687. a claim, much more unreaibnable, 
of a right of ajylum for criminals , to a great exten^ 
^\ Rome, under the French Ambafl^doFs protec- 
tion* 
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troa^ fpoke the proud haughtinefs of the prince^ 
and the degraded dominion of the prelate, oven i^, 
his own capital. For nothing could be more unr 
juft, or tend more grieroufly to the interruptior^ 
of the peace and good government of the city, tharji 
fuch impunity. The King of France would be 
obeyed ; and he only yielded as a favour, what he 
claiiped as a right. But in the matter of the regale^ 
the King carried his point, faving the honpur of 
the holy fee, by fome flight modifications. The 
llrugglc, however, between the rivals for power, 
chafed not ; each, though more covertly, carried 
on their fchemcs of offence and defence. Some- 
t,iaies jefuitical influence won the monarchs to fide 
with the holy fee ; but they jealoufly watched 
againfl every thing which might diminilh their 
own authority, though they now and then ijicrir 
ficed their ecclcfiaflics, and their immunities. In- 
deed, the boaftcd liberties of the Galilean Church 
were confined to thefe. Pope, king, bifhops, par- 
liaments, and univerfities, equally fet themfelves 
'againfl every thing that defervcs the name of li- 
berty in the Church, and always beat down every 
effort of this fort, wilb a rod of iron. At laft the 
triumphs of liberty are heard, and that facred name 
abufed, to cover every aA of cruelty and licenti- 
oufnefs. Church and State have funk in the pro^ 
mifcuous ruin. That neithery fuch as they were 
^efore^ may ever fpring from the afhcs of the con- 

P 4 flagration. 



40 IMPARTIAL HISTORY OF [Per. 3. 

I 

flagration, is the devout wifti of every true friend 
to religion and freedom, 

Attempts were made, and with feme fuccefs, to 
reform the monaftic orders, become woefully cor- 
rupt. But it is now hardly a fubjedl worth confi- 
deration, however important at that day. The 
Benedidlines bore the palm ; and the fcparation of 
monks into orders, reformed and unreformed, 
fpcaks pretty ilrongly the ftate of thefe focieties. 
The time is paft — they will probably foon be con- 
figned to oblivion, and their names only prefervcd 
to demonftrate more ftrikingly the folly of man- 
kind. The moft rigid of La Trappe are faid to 
have owed their eftabliftiment to a lingular inci- 
dent. Their founder, De Ranc6, was 
AN. 1664. enamoured of a lady, with whom he 

had lived in a ftate very unclerical. Af- 
ter a (hort abfence, returning, he pafled to her 
chamber by a back door, which he had commonly 
ufed. Ther^ a dreadful fqene prefented itfclf : the 
dear objedl of his afFe<5lions had fallen the vidlim 
of the fmall-pox ; and, in all the disfigurement of 
that horrible difeafe, was laid out a corpfe ; the 
room illuminated, and hung with black. He flood 
motionlefs, gazing in ftupid horror on the face he 
had adored ; and hafting to the moft gloomy and 
defolate region of France, buried himfelf in the 
p^onaflcry, which long attradled fo much attention 
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and refp^ for its auflerities : but now happily 
evacuated^ can hardly be employed to a worfe pur- 
poie than it was before. ' 

Towering fupereminent above the reft, the 
Jefuits rofe to the fummit of power and influence ; 
envied^ feared, and hated by all their monkifh 
brethren ; and in a fyftem of confummate policy 
and perfeverance, defeating all the attacks made 
on them ; and looking down upon their impotent, 
though envenomed aliailants. Among thefe, the 
Janfenifts were the foremoft, and moft formidable, 
and brought upon themfelvcs in confequence, the 
wrath of the partial pontiflTs, whofe tiara itfelf was 
compelled to bend to the majcfty of jcfuitical in- 
fluence. Had any man dared fuggeft their fall 
and extindlion at that day, with what contempt 
^ould bis predidlions have been treated ? 

The ftate of learning in popifh countries waj 
certainly highly improved ; and though the famous 
Galileo was caft into prifon by the inquifition, for 
adopting the fyftem of Copernicus ; this did not 
prevent the other literati from invcftigating the 
difcoveries he had made ; and the court of Rome 
itfelf, however terrified with the introduction of 
fipvelties in philofophy, as in religion, was com- 
pelled at lad to admit the ppflibility, that might be 

troe. 
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tfu^, wiich decnonilration had proved c:ould not 
be falfc. So the ea^th was quietly permitted, to, 
revolve round the {\xn, as the centre of pur plane'- 
tary fyftem, without any farther anathema. 

But, high as. the attainments, of tb^ learned. 
rQfe, tb.e. ftftte of morqjs funk very low. Tj'he di^- 
uitigiries of the Church w^ire the creatures of courts. ^ 
iin4* 5is. they gained their prefernicnts by the.fervila 
arts of flattwy,.an<l inter^ft in great vD^\s^isLyoux, 
fp (hey ufed their, emoluments accordingly^, in a. 
lijfe of indolence^ pleafure^.apd maguLQcpgc?. X^ff. 
care of fouls w^.^ coniideratioin which entqre4 Wl^. 
ixxtQ tbeur yiews. The inferior clergy, ip their grar. 
d^itions, followed ^ jaine fteps, and procured pa-» 
trpos. by the fame means. It muft not be denied, 
that fpxne. h^ppy exception^ were fau^ t,Q \\}c gcr, 
ficral depravity ; but t^ey were treated w^h conn 
tempt, and enmity, and fure to bring down upon 
the^nfelvea the envy ^nd refentmept pf their bre- 
tbr^o* fopprete^^ipg tg bp righteous oyer wucL. 
4.rid parrying things too far ; not without infinua- 
tipos of their bypocrify, and fpiritua\ pride ^ whicl^ 
the others, as papre lipneft, difdained,. 

Among thofe pre-eminent as authors aijd thec^ 
logiaps, \yho wiihed to improve the heart by theij; 
writings, and the world by their example, we may 
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juftly reckon the feujinary of Port Royal: from 
which iffiied the works of Paical^ Arnaud, Nicole^ 
the fathers of the Janfenifis^ and by wbom^ chiefly, 
all that can be called fpiritual religion in France^ 
yas preferved^ unlefs we except the myftics^with tbo 

excellent Fenelon, Archbifliop of Cam* 
AN. 1697. bray, and pthers, who difplayed in their 

converfation and condudt the amiablo 
^irit of divine charity ; and, like Enoch^ walked 
with God, amidft all the errors of the falfe religioQ. 
which was profefled around them. God had, no 
doubt, fiill within the Romifh pale, a people tq 
the eternal praife of the glory of bis grace ; but 
th^y were few, aod. in genei:al of no reputation ; 
and fure to be the objects of reproach, in propor* 
tion to the purity of thc^ir lives, and the fpiritualijty 
pf their tempers. Wherever, in (lead of form a^4 
ceremonies, men fought communion with Gock 
and made his word the rule of their converfation, 
they brought upon themfelvcs animadverfion, ac- 
cording to the different difpofitioqs of the govern-, 
jnents cinder which they lived. 

J may not (lay to expofe the corruption of doc- 
trine and morals, in which the Jefuits bore the 
palm, fi|re to be defended, or Ikrccncd by the holy 
fee, becauie the whole purport of their perverfions 
kd to the e^^altation of the Pontifi^ and the efla- 

bliihmcnt 



44 " IMPARTIAL mSTORY^ OP - jTPcr, 3« 

Wifliment of the pillars of his throne. Hence, all 
the complaints, remonflrances, and detetftions, 
made by their adverfaries, produced no efFedl at 
Komc. They had ufaally fufficient credit to pro- 
cure their own vindication, and the condemnaiion 
of their oppofers ; and, even in the great conteft 
with the Dominicans, though (b many of the fa- 
Ihers, with Auguftin, were againft them, on the 
iubjctfl of prcdefti nation and grace, after a difputo- 
carried on for years, under fucceffive popes, they 

contrived to ward off the decifion againft 
AN. l605. their mighty Molinos ; and the pontiff 

compelled the combatants to make a 
a drawn battle, leaft, deciding for the Dominicans 
againft the Jefuits, he fhould give the Proteflants 
occafion of triumph, and ftrengthen their caule. 
Policy, not truth, di6lated every meafure of the 
Roman fee. 

An. 1640. But the pontiffs tcftified greater par- 
tiality to their jefuitical friends, in the caufc of the 
Janfenifts, on the very fame fubje6l, which Janfe- 
Tiius, the learned Bifhop of Ypres, fupported ably, 
in a book entitled Auguflinus ; being an exa6t and 
faithful epitome of the doctrine which St. Auguftin 

• 

taught, and the Church had fo often fan(5lioned.' 
This book made a very great noife within the Ro- 
pian pale ; and being the very oppofite to the doo- 

trinQ 
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trine which the Jefuits taught, they bent their 
whole force to procure its condemnation, and fuc- 
ceeded. Ax. l653. 

The papal bulls, which iflTued on this occafion, 
produced in France the moft violent controvcrfies 
on the fubjc6l : but the conflicts, then of import- 
ance, between Jefuits and Janfenifts, have long 
fince ceafed to be fuch. Suffice it to obfcrvc, that 
the worft lide carried their point, and armed the 
magiftracy to fupprcfs thofc whom the Pope con- 
demned. The pcrfccuting Church always bears 
the brand of Antichrifl: ; the pcrfecutcd have prc- 
fumptive evidence in their favour, that they follow 
at leaft the di6latcs of confcicnce. 

In fearch of the true Church therefore, and of 
thofe who have any pretenfions to be ranked 
among the living members of the body myflical, I 
am compelled to prefqr fuch as the papal bulls con- 
demned. Inflead of the long ridiculous lift of the 
canonized faints, added by the pontiles, this cen- 
tury, to the Roman calendar, which I muft leave 
to oblivion, faints unknown in earth and heaven, 
I turn to feek thofe within the Roman pale, who 
appear to have efcapcd the corruptions of the 
world, and not to have known the depths of Sa- 
tan ; however tindured by fuperftition, or enflaved 

by 
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by Church prejudices. Among the millions of 
clergy and laity in this idolatrous Church, debafed 
by fuperftition, funk in ignorance, or tied and 
bound with the chains of their (ins, fome probably 
■yrere found, who, feduced by the drgad of fchifm, 
and the fear of papal cxcomniunication, continued 
in the obfcrvance of the outward forms, without 
placing religion in thefe things ; and believing to 
the iaving of their fouls, truly feared God, and 
wrought righteoulnefs. 

Amoqg the Janfenift^ a qonfiderable band ap- 
pears of faithful confeflbrs, whofe w^orks are ftill 
read with admiration, and whofe real piety deferves 
to be imitated. I do not readily receive the accu-» 
fations, that Papifts or Proteftants have obje6led to 
them, as over rigorous and fanatic in their devo- 
tion : but I will admit many things might be 
blameable ; a tindlure of popery might drive them 
to pufh monkiifh aufterities too far ; and fecrctly 
to place fome merit in mortification, which, they 
in general difclaimed : yet, with all that can be 
faid, furely the root of the matter was in thent. 
When I read Janfenius, or his difciples, Pafcal or 
'Quefncll, I bow before fuch diilinguilhed excel- 
lence, and confefs them my brethren, Ihall I fay, 
or my fathers. Their principles are pure and evan- 
^lical ; their morals formed upon the apoftles and 

prophets ; 
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^rdjihcts; and their iekl '16 iimcnd arid convert, 
bleffed with eminent fuccefs. I will pity the wan- 
derings of a St. Cyrdn, and allow for the prejudicesi 
of education ; bilt I will ever love and hdnour 
thofe who appear to have loved our Lord JcfuS 
•Chrift in lincerity, and dared to flifFer for his fake : 
1 believe theTLord of life will honotit them, at thfe 
day of his appearing and glory. 

Among thofe called My/lics alfo, 1 am periTuaded 

fome were found, who loved God out of a pure 

heart fervently ; and though they were ridiculed, 

and reviled, for propofing a difmtereftednefs of 

Jove without other motives, and as profeffing to 

feel in the enjoyment of the temper itfelf, an 

abundant reward, their holy and heavenly conver- 

fation will carry a flamp of real religion upon it, 

when all their jefuitical opponents, with the time- 

ferving BofTuet at their head, will be weighed and 

found wanting. If I pity any thing in Fenelon, it 

is his fubmiffive publication of the papal bull, 

which condemned him, confcious to his dying 

day, that no one of his fentiments were altered. 

Some will call this weakneft, fome hypocril)* ; but 

I c^n fup[)ofe a purer reafon, his defire of peace, 

and his dread, leaft oppofition (hould occafion di- 

vifions, which ultimately might produce more evil 

than good. I will not vindicate the motive or the 

reafoning ; 
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rea(bning ; but to fuch a man as Fenelon, though 
I blame his condu6l^ I (hall give full credit, that he 
adled as he thought right in the fight of God. It 
is pleafant to behold^ amidft the darknefs of popery 
fuch luminaries ; and no doubt to this their dif- 
putes with the Proteftants had greatly contributed. 
Even thofe who pertinacioufly ftill adhered to the 
Church of Rome, were indebted to their adverfa- 
ries for a portion of the truth and godlinefs, which 
they were led to embrace and follow. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. III. 

OP THE GREEK CHURCH. 

SUNK to the lowed ftate.of debafctnent under 
the Turks, degraded in character, disfigured 
by fuperftition, groveling in ignorance, and pining 
10 poverty, little can be hoped from fuch a com- 
munion. Yet, were efForts made repeatedly to win 
them over to the fubjedlion of Rome in vain. The 
appearances of fucccfs always vanifhed, the preju- 
dices of education prevailed, and attachment to 
their own forms and ceremonies kept them fepa- 
ratc. Even were their fubmiflion obtained, it 
feems but a miferable acquifition. Rome, how- 
ever, continually maintained a hoft of her miflion- 
aries in the Eafl, endeavouring among all the ori- 
ental Chriftians to gain profelytes ; and now and 
then new bifliops were difpatchcd with a pomp- 
ous name, to prefide over congregations, whofe 
numbers were fo few, and poverty fo great, that 
they feemed fcarcc worth the cxpence ncceflary to 
keep up the appearance. The alms diftributed 
were the mod inflrumental means of the conver- 
iions, which fcldom endured longer than the con- 
tinuance of them : and it is lingular enough, that 
Vol. IIL E the 
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the Greek ftuBents, who have been brought to 
Rome for education, and initiated in all the mys- 
teries of popery, are faid, on their return to their 
xiativc country, generally to have adopted their 
former profeffion, and to be the bittereft oppofers 
of the popiih prcteniions of dominion over the 
caflern churches. 

Among thofe who have moft firmly rejeftcd the 
attempts of the Roman pontiffs^ Cyrillus Lucar 
may be reckoned — b, man of real piety and exten* 
live learning, beyond what ufually has filled tha 
chair of Conflantinople. After diligently exa^iin- 
ihg the Romiih and Protcflant opinions, he feemed 
much more difpofed to form a union with t|ie lat* 
ter than the former ; and in confequence correl^ 
ponded with the Proteftants of eminence. This 
bitterly provoked the Catholics. The Jefuits, 
through the French Eotbaflador at the Porte^ .ex- 
erted all their intrigues to render Cyril Qdious^ and 
fufpe6led by the Turks. Having gained fome en- 
vious Greeks to their p^ty, they formed an acci|<- 
fation againft the good patriarch, of pretended 
treafon, and procured his death by the Ottomaa 
Emperor's orders. His crime was his piety, and 
difpofition to unite the Greek and reformed 
churches — ^an offence inexpiable in the fight of 
Rome and her fatellites. AiCr l638, 

Ererjr 
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E^ry artifice continued to be employed by the 
Jefuits to foften down the differences between the 
churches ; and to make it appear that they were of 
a trifling and indifferent nature ; and therefore that 
the Greeks might be indulged in all their peculiari- 
ties, and yet return to the unity of the Church. 
But all the art employed has never been able to 
effcdl the reconciliation ; and they appear as diftant 
from each other as ever. The fame attempts havt 
as little fuceecded with the other oriental churches. 
They fiill maintain their independence both of 
Rome and of Cbnftantinople. The Neftorians, the 
Mouophyfites, have their feparatc patriarchs ; and 
their different branches, Cophts and Armenians 
fubfid, though reduced almoA to a (late of inanity. 
The church of Ruflia, a chief member of the Greek 
communion, holds little conneflion or none with 
the patriarchs of Conftantinople. It may now be 
reckoned indeed anwng the firfl in extent of em- 
pire, yet refpeifting the life and power of Chrifli- 
anity, very, very little will be found among them : 
profound ignorance, multiplied fuperftitjons, and 
XBofl debafing intemperance, mark the clergy and 
people. It is to be hoped there are exceptions. 
Our acquaintance with their language is fmall. I 
am not informed of any Ruflian theological work 
that claims attention, for depth of biblical criticifm, 
mr faith unfeigned. A feiSl, though not of modern 

E 2 date. 
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date, is (aid to have occafioned foine 
AN, 1666. difturbances in the empire. They called 

themfelves the multitude of the ele£l, 
or Ifbraniki ; their advcrfaries branded them with 
the title of Rolkolniki, or the multitude of the 
fadlious. * As we have no explicit account of their 
tenets, we iriuft be content with the general 
grounds of their feparation from the church of 
Ruflia, which they alledged, was on account of the 
corruptions introduced by the negligence and am- 
bition of their prelates. They afFedled themfelves, 
extraordinary piety and mortification ; and a vene- 
ration for the letter of the holy Scriptures, which 
was carried to an excefs pf fuperflition. They 
would not allow a prieft to minifter baptifm, who 
liad that day tafted brandy. This fecmed indeed a 
prudent precaution ; bccaufe a Ruflian cannot be 
traded with the bottle to his lips, without empty- 
ing the lad drop of its contents : but they appeared 
to harbour an abundance of follies and fuperfti- 
tions ; fuch as cdeeming it to be of the lad im- 
portance, that their prieds (hould give the bcne- 
di6lion with three fingers; as with two only, it 
would be the depth of herely. However, we muft 
know more of them before we can form a true, 
judgment. It hardly fecms probable, that they 
were a very enlightened fe6l ; but rather a fcion 
from fome of the fcattcred Paulicians, or Bogomi-, 

Hans, 
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lians, of former days, fprouting afrefl), and as they 
multiplied, awakening frefli attention. They have 
been excommunicated, dragooned, and exercifed 
with all the gentle corrections of fire, fword, gib- 
bets, imprifonment, and exile, but have maintained 
their profeffion, by retiring to the woods and de- 
ferts of that forlorn country, where they (till fub- 
fift, cfpccially among the Calmuks. Since the ac- 
ceffion of Peter the Great, they have been treated 
with mildnefe, and indulged with toleration. Per- 
haps there will be found among them a people 
that (hall be counted to the Lord for a generation, 
I ice not through the vaft Ruffian empire, where 
the truth of godlinefs is more probably to be 
ibught. 

I wifli to look round, and difcover the living 
features of animated Chriftianity in the Eaft ; but, 
alas ! all is darkncfs that may be felt, and deatt^- 
like profeffion only, within the Chriftian pale. Yet 
when I fee fuch a man as Cyrillus raifed up, and 
know, that the blcfled word of life is in their hands, 
I cannot but hope there were fome happy exceptions 
to the general ignorance and fupcrftition, and that 
God had not left himfcif without witneflcs. May 
their numbers be rpultiplied more abundantly ! 
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CHAP. IV. 

ON THE PROTESTANT CHURCH. 

CHRIST is not divided ; unhappily bis people 
arc. But if they cultivated the fpirit of love 
and mcekncfs, bearing and forbearing with one 
another, the little difFerencps of opinion would 
never be permitted to difturb the unity of fpirit^ 
or to break the bond of peace. There is fcarcc a 
man who dcferves the name of a real Protefiant' 
fo prejudiced as not to acknowledge, that we arc 
all one in Chrift Jcfus ; why not then love one 
another out of a pure heart fervently ? The time^ 
I hope, will come — *' Blefled are the peace- makers^ 
•< lor thov fhall be called the children of God." 
It will be happy for the Church of Chrift, whon 
divine charity fhall enlarge her borvlers, and bigotry 
be driven to her gloomy coll. 

The Proteflant Church comprehends Luflirrans, 
the njcrrifj or Calvinitts, and a variety of ofier 
Jcft.TOKjficrs^ ihit cannot immediatclv be clafled 
i:nd?r the two great general diviiicns. 

I. THE 
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L THE LUTHERAN CHURCH. 

WE have feen the defolations produced by the 
ambition and bigotry of the houfe of Auftria, in- 
ftigated by Rome, and her jefuitical crew, hoping 
that they couid down with it, down even to the 
ground. The great Head of the Church was other- 
wife minded. The bu(h burned and was not con- 
fumed. But the Lutheran caufe fuftered alfo by 
the 4efe6lion of fome of its moft ftrenuous fup- 

porters. In the beginning of this ccn- 
AN. }6|04. tury, Maurice, Landgrave of Hefle, a 

inan of very eminent attainments, em- 
braced^ after deep invcfligation, the Calviniftic 
fyftem of doctrine : and new modelled the univcr- 
fity of Marpurg, and the ecclefiaftical eftablifli* 

ment of Hefle, after the reformed plan 1 
Av. l6ig.. though not without great oppofitioi) 

from th,e Lutheran divines. Yet though 
he thought himfelf Ibound to promote the truths, 
which he had himfelf embraced ; and to exercife 
the authority with which he was inveited, in his 
own dominions; it is to be obfcrved to his honour, 
that he (hewed Chriftian moderation, arid temper 
in thQ/^ifputes, which could not but be the con- 
fequence : and he is faid not to have been charge* 
^ble with any adts of oppreffion or violence^ leaving 

£ 4 generous 
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generous liberty of confcience to all his fubje^ls. 

The Elector of Brandenburg (oU 
AN. 1614. lowed his example, and declared tor the 

reformed religion, without enforcing the 
doctrine of the decrees, or the decifions of Dort ; 
but left every man free liberty to abide, Lutheran 
or Calvinift, according to his confcience ; d\Cs 
penflng his ffivours to both, without partiality, anc} 
recommending a fpirit of conciliation ; to abdain 
Irom Qffcniivc terras, or injurious afpcrfions ; con- 
fcnting that the rites which were objected to might 
be aboliflicd; and entreating, that wherein they 
Hill differed, they would bear with each other, and 
cultivate a fpirit of peape and patience. But to this 
the Lutheran clergy refufed to confent, and not 
only excited fierce debates, but jftirred up the peo-f 
pie to a fpirit of difcontent, and alienation from 
their fovereign, and tumults \yhich only force 
pould fupprefs. The Saxon divines took part with 
their brethren, and unhappily blew up the flames 
pf difcord, to the great injury of their caufe, and 
the hurt of iheir univcrfity of Wirtcmberg, whicb 
Jthe EIc(f lor was compelled, by the treatment he had 
received^ to forbid his fpbjecSts any more to vifit. 

Good men on both (ides lamented, that when 
the PhiHftines were upon them, the ions of Ifrael 
3icre fctting their fwords.eycry man againft bis 
fellow ; and earncftly wiQied to reconcile the two 

great 
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great bodies of Proteftants together, that they 
might be more united, and form a firmer phalanx 
againft their popifh invaders. To hope for unifor- 
mity in opinion was a bleffing, in the prefent ftatc 
of human infiirnity, and under the prejudices of 
education, not to be expedled : but to foftcn down 
the angles of afperity — never to difpute paffion- 
ately — to feek not vidlory, but truth — to give the 
moll favourable explications to the terms ufed on 
both lides — to bring forth the great fundamental 
principles, in which Calvinifts and Lutherans were 
agreed — and in the deeper and abftrufer points of 
difference, to approach as near as poflible— and 
where they could not unite, to agree to bear with 
each other in the difputed articles, and to keep 
them as much as poflible from producing vain con- 
tention, which only begat ill-blood and not con- 
viction — ^thefe were the objciTt:^ of the conciliators. 
Herein the reformed, it is allowed, were the firft to 
concede, and make approaclics ; allowing their Lu- 
theran brethren not to have erred in any funda- 
mental doCirinc. But the Lutheran divines were 
more tenacious and Icfs yielding, and refufed to 
acknowledge as much of the Calviniftic tenets ; 
and rejected with too much difdain the conciliatory 
offers of their brethren. Mutual reproaches, and 
recriminations tended not to heal but to widen the 
preach. 
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Ax. 1615. The peace-loving James I. endea- 
voured to interpofe the weight of his influence^ 
and' to folicit this dciirable union among the 
Proteftant churches. He employed for this end 
the femous Du Moulik^ to found the different 
parties : but he ibon grew diicouraged^ when he 
found that the Lutherans teiljfic<d an ptter ayerfion 
to accede to jthe propofal. 

An. 1631. Howerer, the French Proteftants, 
in a fynod held at Charenton, determined to give 
their Lutheran brethren a teftimony of their corr 
dial regard ; and to open a door for any return 
which they might judge fit, by declaring, " that 
the Lutheran profefTion was truly conformable 
to the gofpel, and free fix>m fundamental errors.** 
But no overtures were the confequence. 

An. 1631. One conference more indeed wa^ 
held at Leipfic, between the divines of the two 
communions; and the fpirit, temper, and mode- 
ration with which it was managed, gave hope it 
•would re-unite them. IT^e jealoufy of the Lu- 
therans; that fome artifice was concealed under 
the apparent candour and conceflions of their 
brethren, difappointed the happy iiliie which was 
fcxpedted. After all, tb^ fame unchrifiian diftancc 
remained. 
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An. 1 64 5 . A more coaiprehenli ve fcbeme^ whadl 
ihould comprife Catholics^ could hardly fucceed in 
Poland. 

An. l6d] . Earneft to fucceed, the Landgrave of 
Heflc renewed the attempt to bring the Proteftants 
nearer to each other ; and now the fraternal cm- 
brace, which clofcd the conference, promifed greater 
future union ; at leafl mutual forbearance and love. 
But the moderate men who retired from this pleaf- 
ing fcene, were unable to infpire their Lutheran 
>|>rcthren with their own candour and charity ; and 
only drew upon tbcmfelves the invedlives of the 
bigots, as betraying by their indulgence the cauie 
they were deputed to defend. Thus has it often 
been the lot of the nobleft fpirits to delire to do 
good to the pngratcful and the prejudiced, and to 
}>c abufed for their labours of love. 

What the authority of princes, and the weight of 
jlynods could not acccomplilh, individuals might 
well defpairof cffeding. Yet one kind and rdb- 
lute fpirit, undifmayed by the difficulties, refolved 
to devote himfelf to the work ; which during forty 
years, he unweariedly purfued. Wherever he went 
and made his obje6t known, he was generally re- 
ceived with kindnefe, and heard with attention : 
but after all his toils and travel^ through the Pro* 

teftant 
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hidiiptitable tnxtb. No man appear^ a more de^ 
teimined Protdtaht than Calixtus, or baa written 
vitb greater force againft tbe errors of the RonHiiih 
Church ; though he waa abufed as half a Catholic^ 
becauie he maintained^ that in the Church of 
Komc tie fimdamental articles were ilill held ; and 
that falvation might there be obtained, even though 
men were under many miftakes and prejudices of 
education. He admitted the union of churches 
was impracticable, under the dcciftons of the coun-» 
oil of Trent ; but, that the union of charity ^nitigbt 
be cultivated between the membersof the different 
churches^ holding the firft common principles of 
Chriflianity* The divines of Helmftadt united 
with their colleague in this endeavour : many of 
their brethren, at Rintelen^ Koninfberg, and Jena^ 
approved the general lines of conciliation propofed 
by them ; but they met with the fierceft oppofi- 
tion, were efteemed as traitors to the Lutheran 
caufe^ and apoftates firom the Lutheran faith : and 
charged with both inclining to the reformed^ and 
the popiih religion. Contradictions Ho glaring, as 
only the exafperation of prejudice and party could 
fuppofe poilible or true. The particulars of all the 
tuttcr conteils and inveiSlives which this contro^ 
vcrly occaiioned^ with the interpolition of the ci- 
vil magifirate, I fhall pafs over. It affords but a 
mortifying leflbi^ of human infirmity, that who^ 
ever^ or whatever is right, or wrong ; wife men^ 

learned 
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learned men, religious men, (hould ib far deviate 
from the fpirit of truth and meeknels. Nor does 
it give a high opinion of the Sa:;on divines in parti* 
cular, who wanted to introduce a new creed of tiieir 
own fentiments, which could not but have made m 
divifion in tl^ Lutheran Church. The amiable de* 
llgn of Gilixtus, (hould it be a miftaken charity^ 
pleaded for lenity at Icaft, inilcad of fuch bittemeit 
and malignity, as Calovitts^ at the head of the Saxon 
Lutheran doctors expreflcd : but bigots to churches^ 
and advocates for truth, arc ver}' different per(bns» 
Did religion, indoed, ftand merely in opmionj and 
one line of aberration mud not be admitted fnoai 
what is eftabliihed in each church, who then can 
be faved ? The confequences are obvious to every 
enlarged mind, who is at all converfant with the 
Spirit of true Chriftianity. 

But the diviiions which arofe on the account oi 
Pifti/m, were ilill more to be lamented^ as they 
fenr ed but too awfully to demoafirate, that deep 
piety in the Lutheran Church was an offeniive oh*' 
jt€ty and the pretenfions to it judged dcferving of 
the (harpeft cenfures. 

The origin of Pletifm was certainly the appre* 
henfion and convidlion^ that real religion had 
greatly declined in the Lutb^an Church-— that 
the clergy were become too inattentive to the cam 

of 
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€if mcn^s icmk, and too attached to this world and its 
emoluments ; or too much engrofled with fcientific 
porfuits^ foreign to their immediate dciignatioa* 
That there is always too much reafon to fear the 
decline of true godlinefs^ the experience of all ages 
tefiifies. 

An. 1670. The excellent Spener, a man eml- 
ncDt for real truth and godlinefs, lamented the dc* 
cleniions which he fuppofed, at leaft^ he beheld 
around him. He fet himfelf, therefore, to reani- 
ooate the languid zeal, and to quicken the dili- 
gence of his brethren, by cftablifhing at Franck- 
fort, Jocieties for religious exercifes^ for prayer, 
praifo, and mutual communications ; in order to 
bind each other in a iirmer bond, to refill the 
overflowings of ungodlinefs, and to bear a living 
teftimony by their condud, to the purity of the 
truths which they profefled to believe. A treatife 
on the diforders of the Church, and the prevailing 
corruption of manners, with the means befl fuited 
to remove them, was circulated by this good ma^^ 
and awakened very general attention^ A variety 
of perfons, in different places, accordingly aflbci- 
ated on the plan which Spener had recommended : 
and^ as could not but be the cafe, awakened the 
jealoufy, and provoked the enmity of the clergy, 
and others^ whofe converiati<»n they reproved, not 
merely by the exhibition of a different condudl, 

but 
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but fometimcs by rebukes and charg:cs, n6t always^ 
perhaps, dictated by prudence, or the meeknefs of 
charity. Thcfc aflbciations, therefore, met with 
much oppofition : and, as popular odium^ or the 
licentioufnefs of the bafer fort, inftigated by their 
enemies, often interrupted their aflemblies, the 
charge of difturbing the peace of the public was 
laid to their door : and, as ufually Ibme wild-fire 
'is ready to mingle itfelf with the facred flame on 
the altar of truth, perfons of an enthufiaftic or 
turbulent difpofition, fometimes united with the 
Pietifts, and gave their adverfaries occafion to 
blafphemc. 

The alarm which had gone out againft this rifing 
fc6l, collcdled greater force, and was viewed as a 
matter of more ferious import, when the learned 
profeflbrs, Franckius, Schadius, and Antonius, 
with others, uniting cordially with Spener in his 
pious defigns, began to confider the caufcs of the 
decline, which was too evident : and fuppofed they 
could trace them principally to the improper man- 
ner in which young men at the univcrfities had 
been trained up for the miniftry. Difcarding, 
therefore, the mctaphyfical mlbde of tuition, and 
the jargon of the fchools, where Ariflotlc's fubtlc- 
ties had been often more ftudicd than the Bible ; 
and a rage for controvcrfies of no real import t(i 
improve the undcrftanding, or to aficdl the heart, 

VoT/. II r. K 0(rcupied 
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occupied the time, and exalted the conceit of the 
captious difputants ; they refolve4 to alter their 
mode of Jetfturing. Taking the oracles of God for 
their thefis, they endeavoured to make thefe pure 
fountains of wifdom and knowledge better under- 
ftood,bothrefpe6ting the ^e>5r/W^ therein contained^ 
and the application of them to the confcicnces of 
their pupils ; in order to the production of the 
genuine fruits of righteoufnefs and true holinefs. 

The{c/cripfural exercifes excited vaft at- 
AN. 1689. tcntion. Multitudes prefled to hear 

them : and that many were afFedled by 
them, and brought to a happy change in their re- 
ligious conduft, even prejudice could not deny. 
MaKgnity, indeed, wiihed to mifreprefent, what 
had not only its novelty to offend, but the real re- 
proof contained in fuch condu6l to irritate. The 
other profeflbrs charged them with exciting tu- 
mults, and promoting animofitics in the univer- 
fity; and, being abundantly the majority, thefe 
good men were called to a public trial, for the in- 
novations which they had attempted ; and though 
declared free from herefy or immorality, were for- 
bidden to proceed any farther with the plans of re- 
ligious inftrudliont which they had commenced. 

An. i6q2. Sufpended thus from their attempts 
to edify the (Indents at Leiplic in facred literature, 
and driven from their profeflbrfhips for the Pietifm 

impute4 
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imputed to tbem, the univerfity of Halle invited 
Franck and Aatonius thither ; and Spener had a 
fimilar offer, which he accepted from the Ele6lor of 
Brandenburgb) at Berlin. They purfued there the 
iamc line of cooduS, and were attended by the 
iaine numerous audience and pupils. The pro- 
feflbrs aod paflors of the Lutheran univerfity of 
Wirtemberg, were highly incenfed at^ and con- 
demned thefc novel pra6lices as detri- 
AN. 1695. mental to the intereds of the Lutheran 

Church, over which they watched with 
jealous care : probably they felt it as a refledlion 
upon tbemfelves, that theie biblical profeflbrs 
ifaould attradl fuch attention ; and their focieties 
Ibnned for prayer and religious exerciies, raife an 
Amputation of negligence on the eflabliihed paflors. 
For the flame of Pietifm had fpread through all 
the Lutheran churches , and in every city, town, 
Bod villagC) perfbns arofe, profefHng to be ilirred 
lip by a divine impreflion.on their minds, to revive 
the caufe of religion, and to roufe the attention of 
their neighbours to greater ferioufnefs in the con- 
cerns of an eternal worldJ As perfbns of all con- 
ditions and fcxes were afFetSled with Pietifm, arti- 
fans^ mechanics, and labourers, met together for 
tcligious exercifes. The illiterate, as well as the 
more infirudlcd, prayed and exhorted in thcfe fo- 
cieties : and, as oould not but be the cafe, when 
the numbers were confiderable, and fbme among 

F 2 them 
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them more forward, zealous, and in^prudent, than 
well- informed, occafions of reproach were taken 
againft them ; and fomc, perhaps, juftly : and, as 
is always the cafe, the irregularities or improper 
conduift of miftaken individuals, were laid to the 
charge of the whole body. The clergy efpecially 
took a part againft thefe Pietifts ; and the magifr 
trate^ being inftigated by their fears or jealoulies^ 
fevere laws were enadted to fupprcfs thefe focie- 
ties, and prevent the fpreading of thefe innova- 
tions in the Lutheran Church, 
■ » 

An, 16^9. The term Pietifts which was given in 
deriiion by the fcofFers, to thofe who attended 
Franckius and his aflbciates, and lived in a courfc 
of ftridi piety, " was afterwards," fays Mofheim^ 
** applied to all who, diftinguKhed by exceffive 
^^ auftcrity of manners, rcgardlefs of truth or epi- 
" ntoriy were only intent upon fra6tlce^ and turned 
the whole vigour of their efforts towards the at- 
tainments of religious feelings and habits^'' Mo- 
fheim was a Lutheran divine, philofophic, and no 
Pietift. Yet his partial reprefentation fpeaks no- 
thing unfavourable, vvhcii he is compelled to add, 
as a faithful hiftorian, " that perfom of eminent wif- 
'' dom afidfan6iityy remarkable for their adherence to 
^^ truth and love of piety , bore commonly . the fame 
^^ opprobrious name''' And, in another place, " that 
*^ none could defpife their intentions^ ivithout appear^ 

** ing 
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" ing the memy of frafllcal reVigion^^ The truth of 
the matter is, that zealous godlincfs, as is ufual^ 
provoked the reproach of the crols. But the learn- 
ed ecclefiaftic miftakcs, or mifreprcfcnts the real 
ch^raiSler of Franck and his colleagues. So far 
were they from being rcgardlefs of truth and opU 
fiiofif that no men more rigidly contended for, or 
taught more explicitly, thcfimJafnentaldoihines of 
Chriftianity. They, indeed, were no bigots to the 
Lutheran profeflion, though they preferred it ; but 
they fuppofcd many of their reformed brethren, 
equally found in the fundamental articles of faith 
with themfclvcs : and therefore they would not re- 
fufe their fricndfhin and fociely, becaufc of the 
oplnhjHS in which they dift'crcd. So far, indeed, the 
charge may be admitted in the*fullcft lalitude, that 
tbefc good men looked u[}on the tenets of barren 
orthfjihjxy\ when not attended with divine power in 
the confcicncc, and purity in the conduct, as no- 
thing worth ; and were more carncft to inculcate 
the ncccility offiiith, with its CitCi^^l*, than to cfia- 
bliOi a riirid conlonnity with the Lutheran dc(ini-r 
tions. Why it (hould be fuppofcd that tluir n^an- 
ncrs were iiujlen^ to excef,, 1 fee no one proof pro- 
duced ; and am difpoli-d to bclicvo from all I have 
read or known, that the} were as reii^arkanly ami- 
able in their behaviour, n.s kinil in tlu'ir lj>int, a:.d 
cpmpalTionatc tow.-irds the feel)I(>mi;.«le(l. Nor m 
a day of great clnlipation and corruption of n)an- 

F 3 ncrs^ 
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ners, which MofheitD every where confeflcs and 
laments, ought a peculiar carefulnefs to adorn the 
do^lrinc of God our Saviour in all things, to be 
branded with fb harfh an infinuation. As totheif 
efforts to attain religious feelings and habits y the 
author has not perfectly underfiood the fubjedl, if 
he fuppofes they meant \o fuhjiihite religiotis feeU 
ings, in the place of pra6lical godlinefs^ which be 
allows them to have purfued ; and,, if be means to 
put a contempt on religious feelings, or habits ; I 
own, I wonder how any man can be fuppofed to 
exercife divine love to God or man ; to live in real 
habits of devotion ; or to read and believe the great 
and precious promifes of God*s word ; and not 
feel the out-flowings of defirc, and the fenfationsf 
of delight. A religion ivithout feeling is certainly 
not the religion of the rfalmift, nor compatible 
wuth the graces of the Spirit, defcribed by St. Paul, 
But the private tnee tings y in which their devotional 
exercifes were held, and the feelings of their hearts 
poured out in prayer and praife, were regarded as 
very enthuliaftic, and reprobated by thofe, whonot 
being at all inclined to join with them, were ready 
to juftify their own fupcrior excellence, by degrad- 
ing their brethren with imjmtations of fanatic devo- 
tion, and unneccflary auftcrity. 

Nothing can better exprcfs wherein this auftc- 
rity confifted, than the very account Mofhcim 

himfclf 
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Wtnfelf gives of the motives which influenced thcfe 
good men, and the fteps they took to revive the 
decaying intcrcft of the true Lutheran religion. 
They imputed to the clergy the great caufe of the 
declenfion evident. They fuppofcd their manner 
of preaching unedifying ; their conduft not purely 
exemplary ; and their negligence of their holy 
function, as highly blameable. To this they attri- 
buted chiefly the over-flowings of ungodlinefi, the 
progrefs of vice, and the general careleflhefs about 
religious worlhip in the Church, in private fami- 
hes, and fecrct devotion. As they efleemed this 
the fource of all the evils, which they faw and la- 
mented, it was natural for them to begin at the 
fountain head : and as this necelFarily implied rc- 
flecTtion on the paftors themfelves, and on the uni- 
verfities whici) had lent them forth fo ill qualified 
for their charge, both were highly exafperated 
agciinft thcfe reformei*s, and fet their faces againft 
their i( hemes for amelioration. It is pleafing to 
trace the ficps which they took, and the amend- 
ments they ))ropofed, in their preparation of young 
men for the miniftry, their enemies themfelves be- 
ing the reporters. 

They laid it down as a facred axiom, tha<^ no 
tnan coukl have a dlvlie call into the Church as a 
miniftcr, unlcls his heart was filled with the love of 
Chrifl:, and uf the ibuls redeemed by his blood— 

F4 he 
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he rtiuft be unexceptionable in holy converfation 
-^and endued with a competent meafure of litera- 
ture, efpecially well verfcd in the holy Scriptures. 
They therefore baniilied the fcholaftic theolog}', 
which miniftercd only queftions inftead of godly, 
edifying — they avoided dwelling ftrongly on the 
points in difpute between Chriftians; and dif- 
couraged all bitternefs of controverfy, though they 
ncgleifted not to arm their pupils with divine truth. 
The Scriptures were the firft obje6l which they 
commended to their ftudy and attention, mailing 
all philofophic purfuits, and ornamental literature 
a fubordinatc part of education. This was inter- 
preted by their advcrfaries into a contempt for 
human learning, though confcflcdly none had a 
larger (hare of it than thefe worthy profeflbrs ; an4 
their pupils were no difhonour to them in this be- 
half; butbccaufc they treatcrl a^ of Icfs importance 
the defence of ihe outworks of Chrillianiiv, fuch 
as merely arguing on its evidence and rc.ifonabie- 
nefs ; and rather preferred an immediate attack pn 
the confcience by the fworJ of the Spirit, which is 
the word of God ; the wife apologidsand difputers 
of this world charged them with degrading the 
dignity of polemic theology, and giving the ene- 
mies of Chriflianity advantage. 

In confequcncc of thefe views of the internal 
fpiritof a miniftcr of Chrift, they infified upon tho 

nccclfity 
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neceffity of ^ folemn d^'dicaUon of himfelf to God ; 
and that every clergyman ought to be an example 
and ino'lci of the doctrines which he taught, and 
the practices he recommended : affirming, to the 
great indignation of their brethren, that no man 
could be truly called to the miniflry of the gofpel, 
who was not in his own foul a fharer of the bleft 
ings of divine grace, and a pattern of his own pre- 
cepts : a flridlncfs this, in the eyes of the laxer 
profcflbrs, which expofcd the Pictifts to much cen- 
fure, and involved them in many difputes, ** whc- 
" thcr a bad ecclefiafiic could be a inie miniftcr 
" of the fan6tuary,'* and fuch like unprofitable 
queftions. They recommended to their pupils to 
prCiich the fiuiplicity which is in Chriil, and not to 
be tied down to any phrafeology that fcholafiic 
theology had fandiioned : but the mod ofFenfive 
part of their infiruclions to the young ftudents for 
orders, was an abftincncc from a variety of things, 
in which the profcflbrs of religion generally in- 
dulged themfclves. Some of thcle, though in their 
nature not abfolutely finful, they fiippofed to have 
a iirong tendency to divert the mind from ferious 
objects, and to corrupt the heart v^ith inordinate 
love of plcafure. Others they reckoned in thcm- 
felves immoral^ as the fiage, and fuch like enter-' 
tainments ; gaming of all kinds ; books of a cor- 
rupting tendency, however humorous or well 

written ; 
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awfully applicable alike to the Reformed, as we 
ihall fee, and, as has been noted, to the Romifh 
communion But infidel writings had not yet pre- 
vailed with the fame open contempt, as at prcfcnt, 
qf the religion of their country ; though the phi- 
Iplbphic tribe, with .Leibnitz at thejr head, was 
paving the way : and Martin Scidel publiftied his 
impious opinion of the perfon and office of Jefus 
Chrift, which in the main hath found (ince more 
ftrenuous defenders than he could muftcr in his 
pwn day. 

But, 2dly, A more plcafing feature of the Lu- 
theran Church appeared in the evident and wide- 
fpread revival of godlinefs, which, however oppofed 
by philofophers, difliked by the clergy, or ridiculed 
by the miultitudc, produced a hod of confeflbrs. 
That fome really good men might have been pre-: 
judiccd againft the Pietifts, may be admitted. They 
too haltily entertained the unfavourable reports of 
their maligners, and were led away by their mif- 
reprcfcntations : but among thofe who bore the 
Dame of Pietifts, or were at lead fuppofed to be 
fietlfticaUy inclined^ the vitality of the fpiritual 
Church of Chrift was chiefly to be found. The 
lives and labours of thefe men wpuld have been 
an ornament to whatever church they had belong- 
ed. I dwell with greater plcafure on thefe, than 
on all the votaries of Ariftotle, or the reformers of 

the 
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the philofophic fchool, the learticd^ and in their 
day men of renown. I am neither in purfuit of 
the Stagyrite, nor his corredlors, of the new philo- 
fophy nor of the old, of Theofophifts, or metaphy^ 
licians, but of the true and faithful followers of 
the Son of God, in fimplicity and godly finccrity. 

Before I clofe the account of- the Lutheran 
Church, their attempts to fend the light of divine 
truth into heathen lands, defervc an honourable 
memorial. The Danes have been particularly mind- 
ful to communicate to their colonies and fettle* 
ments in Afia, Africa, and America, as well as 
Greenland, a knowledge of ihc lalvation which is 
by Jefus Chrift. 

An. 1634. A zealous individual, the learned 
Heyling of Lubec, penetrated into Abyffinia with 
this intention ; and recommending himfclf to the 
Emperor's favour, rofe to the higlieft office in the 
flate. In returning to Europe for miffionary af- 
fiftancc, he peri (bed by the way : nor has it fince 
appeared, that he left any abiding trace of fuccefs- 
ful labours behind him. The pious Duke of Saxc 
Gotha wifhcd to renew the experiment, in tl>e 
perfon of the Abbot Gregory, an Abylfinian, who 

bad rcfided for a while in Europe. He 
AN. 1657. was unfortunately (hipwreckcd on his 

voyage, and that good defign failed. 

Wanflcb, 
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fcfled the moft unflhaken attachment to the Scottifh 
Church, and her prelbytery, " as ihefurefi Kirk uH^ 
derthefnn:^ but he had no foonercroflcd chel weed, 
and met the bowing bifliops, and the magnificence 
of the Englifh court, than he reli(hed them far be- 
jond the land of his nativity, and thought them 
more 'congenial to the high monarchical principles 
which he was difpofed to entertain. The Puritans 
were fanguine in their expectation of favour and in- 
dulgence under a Scottifh king, brought up among 
their brethren ; but they foon found themfelves 
woefully mifiakcn ; as James far preferred the pomp 
of cathedral worfhip to the fimplicity of the Gene- 
van ceremonial. Yet as he loved to difplay his 
own theological knowledge, and gloried in his 
pacific principles, he held a grand conference at 
Hampton Court, with the profrffi-d intention of re- 
conciling the difFcrences between the Church and 
the Puritans : in which he affl clod to adl the im- 
partial umpire. But the impious flattery of Whit- 
gift gained him wholly. Won by the high flown 
compliments paid to his wifdom, his felf-conccit 
greedily fwallowed what the courtly prelate ex- 
claimed with rapture, " that the King fpakeby the 
'^ fpecial affiftance of God's fpirit." Whilft the 
hypocritical Bancroft, in the fame ftrain of adula- 
tion, falling upon his knees before him, " protefted 
" his heart melted with joy, that Almighty God 

« bad 
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** had given them fuch a king, as fince Chrift'a 
"time had not been/'*. Thefe incenfe bearing 
bifliOps beat the ftifF Puritans hollow ; who could 
offer no fuch adulation. Beiides their propofals 
for church government, accorded not with his high 
prerogative principles, to which a hierarchy and 
lord bifhops, his fupporters, were much more 
agreeable. A few trifling alterations in the liturgy, 
left the Puritan party as difcontented as ever. Re- 
fpedling do6lrine, no alteration had yet been 
whifpercd. The bifhops held the Calviniftic (yftem, 
and abhorred popery. The excellent abbot who 
filled the fee of Canterbury, and was firm in attach- 
ment to the ecclefiaftical cftablifhment, had been 
firongly fixed in Calviniftic principles. He was a 
man of uncommon piety and gentlenefs of fpirit> 
an utter enemy to all conftraint in matters of con- 
fcience ; and willing to indulge his diflcnting bre- 
thren, as many of the other bifhops thought, to a 

fault. It was during his government 
AN. 1618. of the church, that the famous iynod of 

Dort was held^ of which I (hall fpeak 
hereafter, and King James, always great in reli- 
gious difputes, difpatched three divines of emi- 
nence to attend, as from the reformed Church of 

* Though I hope Whitgift and Bancroft were good men 
and good bi(hops» yet hiftoric impartiality compels me to con- 
demn a conduct fo dcflitnte of the iimplicity which is in 
Thrift. 

Vol. hi. G England, 
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Eti^landj with th^ir pther brethren^ to decide on 
the important controveriy between the Caiviniits 
and Anniniana. The excellent and amiable Hall^ 
^fterWarda bilhpp of Norwich^ was one of them. 

Though James acceded to the condemnation of 
the Arminians^ the articles of the Church of Eng- 
land being till then at leafl^ held indifputably Cal- 
viniftic, yet his diflike to the Puritans^ whom he 
permitted his bifhops to perfecute, led him to a 
more ceremonious worihip, and a ficklenefs in lean- 
ing to the do6trine which he had condemned: 
and records remain^ which lead to juft fufpicion 
of his flrong inclination to popery, as more con- 
formed to the defpotifm he always afFedied and de- 
fired ; and his rage to match Charles the heir-ap- 
parent with a popifh princefs, juftly alarmed the 
jealouly of every true Proteftant. 

/ 
In his hatred of the Puritans ; his third for de- 

fpotic power unfettered by parliaments ; his par- 
tiality to Rome; and favour towards thofe who 
efpoufed the Arminian principles, and the pageantry 
of ceremonial worfhip, Charles I. exceeded his 
father ; infligated and influenced by Laud, whom 
he had raifed to the archbifhopric of Canterbury : 
a prelate of the moil infblent temper, and the mod 
fuperflitieus. Neither juflice nor compaflion flood 
in his w^, when the Puritans were to be oppreflcd, 

infulted 
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infulted and ruined.* Many of them were driven 
from, their native land, and fled to other countries 
of Europe and America, and more it is faid were 
with Cromwell a<ftually embarked, when an order 
coipnpelled their ftay, to fubmit to the feverities that 
ifaould be exercifed upon them. An. 1637. 

Driven by thcfe ill-advifers on his ruin, Charles 
armed thofe with dcfpair, who felt that refolute 
refinance only could break the yoke of bondage, 
eccleiiaftical and civil, from their necks. I pretend 

* An. 1630. A iinglc trait of Laud's chara^er drawn from 
his own diary, will delineate the man better than any painter. 
Dr. Ldghton, one of the Puritans, was, by the archbifhop's 
inftigadon, condemned in the Star Chamber to the moft atro* 
cioiw and ignominious puniihment. When fentence was pro« 
nounced in court. Laud pulling off his cap and lifling up his 
eyes to Heaven, gave thanks to God who had enabled him to 
behold this vengeance on his enemies, and he thus records 
the execution of the fentence : 

** Nov. 6.— 1. He was feverely whipt before he was fet in 
<< the pillory— 2. Being fet in the pillory he had one of his 
** ears cut off — 5. One iide of his nofe was flit up*— 4. lie was 
** branded on the cheek With a red-hot iron, with the letters 
*' S. S. On that day fe*nnight, his fores upon his back, ear, 
^* nofe and fsce being not yet cured> he was whipped again at 
*' the pillory in Cheapiides cutting off the other ear. Hitting 
*^ the other fide of his nofe, and branding the other cheek.'* 

Of what a fpirit mull that man have been, that could with 
apparent fatisfadllon record in a private diary, fuch an adl of 
cruelty, injuilice and malignity, perpetrated under the cloak of 
Uw and religion 1 

Ga not 
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not to vindicate or palliate the Violences and crimes 
that followed, when the Puritans of different {t6is 
uniting under their leaders firft overturned the 
government, and then fell under the fervitude of a 
protector and a military rule, which tbey had un- 
intentionally contributed to credit Really good 
men are always the few in every denomination. 
And as their principles forbid them to fcek this 
world as their kingdom^ or to obtain power and in- 
fluence by undue means, they are fcarcely ever the 
perfons who lead their party, but are compelled to 
fwim with the ftream, and of two evils to chufe the 
leaft. Hence, in all revolutions, the power lodges 
in the bands of the ambitious^ the violent^ the 
crafly, and the men of leaft confcience, whatever 
piety may be pretended, when it can be made fub- 
fervicnt to their purpofe. And thus all parties in 
power have equally abufed it ; and the Puritans 
meanly as unchriftianly retaliated upon the biihops 
and clergy, all the ill-ufage and intolerance of 
which they had themfelvcs fo heavily complained. 
Indeed refpedling real religion, Charles's character 
and conduit was little lefs equivocal than Crom- 
well's. And though in moral excellence the one 
will be allowed the better man, the other, whether 
fanatic or hypocrite, was certainly the abler politi- 
cian, a firmer antagonift to the papacy, and a 
mort'ilrenuous fupporter of the Proteftant caufe. 



It 
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It was in the midft of theie convulfions, that 
the Independents arofe from very lowly beginnings, 
to the fummit of influence : preferred by Crom- 
well to Prplbyterians and Epifcopalians ; both of 
whom he more dreaded, as ready to erc<5l a power- 
ful government in the Church, inimical to that 
which he wiflied to eftablifh. 

The Brownifts were the original flock* From 
Leyden, Robinfon, their teacher, re^imported the 
tenets of that faStary with confiderabic improve- 
ments, and they fprcad with the greateft rapidity. 
In dodlrine they were perfectly of accord with the 
reformed, and with the articles of the Church. In 
difcipline, they maintained the independence of 
each congregation, as a complete Church in itfclf. 
They allowed not every man to minifter on his 
own motion, but only fuch as were called hy the . 
Church J and who onghs to be endued with competent 
learning. They avowed fubmiflion to the civil 
powers, and that a kingly government^ hounded by 
jujl and wholejhme laws, is both allowed hy God^ and 
alfo a good accommodation unto men. But the truth 
feems to be, that though they could fubmittothis 
government, they preferred, and wifhcd with the 
Anabaptifis, and other fedSlarics, a republic, in pre- 
ference to a monarchy ; and, whilfi it lailed, 'were 
its fteadieft fupporters. Many excellent men were 
of this denomination, imminent for knowledge as 

Q 3 piety. 
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piety, among whom Dr. Owen holds a diftinguiflh- 
ed place. After the refloration they funk very low. 
At the revolution they formed a union with the 
Prefbyterians, but continued few comparatively ; 
till of later years their congregations have greatly 
increafod froift caufes I (hall detail hereafter. 

An. 1647. Daring the fcenes of contention and 
turbulence, in which church government bore {o 
great a part, various fedls fprung up, many of 
whofe names are only preferved as monuments of 
human folly. One only continuing to our days, 
deferves a more particular attention, the fedl of the 
Quakers. Their apoftle, George Fox, a ihocmakcr, 
fuppofing himfelf divinely infpired, ruftied forth to 
proclaim war againft all paft and prefcnt modes of 
church government, as babylonifh inventions. The 
clergy, and all forms of religious worfhip, were 
particular objedis of his abhorrence. He and his 
followers often entered the churches, exprefsly to 
interru;:t the public fervice, and revile the minifters. 
Women as well as men joined in thcfe diforderly 
proceedings ; and were often committed to prifon 
by the magiflrate, as difturbers of the peace ; in 
which fufFerings they gloried. Gentle and mild 
as the prefent race appears, the firft founders of 
quakerilin were violent, unruly, and headftrong ; 
and exclufivc of the matter which they pretended 
to teach, their manners were as highly exceptiona- 
ble 
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ble for their turbulence, as for the fingularities they 
a^edled. When the firft ebullition had exhibited 
the mod blameable inftances of fury, immodeAy^ 
and folly approaching to madnels, the next gene- 
ration foftened down into (impler manners, and a 
more rational procedure. During the prote£lorate 
they were the violent and avowed enemies of Crom-» 
well, whofe dread of them for a while, induced 
him by the rigorous arm of punifliment, to endea* 
vour to fupprefs their fanatic rage; but finding it in 
vain, he confined himfelf to diligence in watching 
their motions, and counteracting the mifchief 
which he apprehended from then). 

Under Charles II. the famous Robert Barclay 
idrew up his apology, and endeavoured to render 
their theological fyflem more plaufiblc, and diveft- 
ed of all that the firft more fanatical preachers had 
broached of error and abfurdity. Still two things 
remained, which expofed them to the greateft 
trouble and vexations. Holding the unlawfulnefs 
of oaths i they refufed to fwear allegiance to the 
government, and alike holding the unlawfulnefs of 
tythes^ the law alone enforced the payment; a 
method when conftantly to be recurred to, as 
troiiblefome to the plaintiff, as it was vexatious and 
finally injurious to the defendant ; who was com- 
pelled at laft to pay, with cofts of fuit, oflen far 
exceeding the original demand. 

G4 Jame* 
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Jame^ 11. favoured them with all feflarics^ in- 
fidioufly hoping by this means to gain an eaiier 
toleration for bis Catholic brethren. And he had 
an efpecial regard for their chief man, William 
Penn, the well known founder of the prefent 
flourifliing colony of Pennfylvania ; whither he led 
a large body of his brethren to efcape the vexations 
to which they were continually fubjefled at home. 

William the Third, the great recoverer of our 
national liberties, embraced them in his generous 
toleration, and indulged them in their peculiarities. 
Since that time they have in general proved duti- 
ful fubjedts, and contributed greatly to the pro- 
fperity of the commonwealth by their induftry and 
frugality. 

Xheir fundamental dodlrine is derived from the 
ancient myftic fchool, " That in every human 
* being there is an internal light, or Chrift within, 
*^ a portion of the fame eternal reafon that exifts in 
** God.** On this leading principle all their fyftem 
depends ; which neceflarily excluding the idea of 
the vicarious fubftitution of Chrift, terminates ulti- 
mately and really in refijied deifm. This reafon is 
the fame in every man, Jews, Turks, and heathen ; 
and requires only to be brought into cxcrcife, in 
iilence, meditation, and the removal of the en-^ 
velopements of carnal appetites, which obftrufl its 
fut>Iiination in order to rife into perfection. 
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All being alike endued with this inward Jlghf^ 
all have an equal right, whether men or women, 
to edify their brethren by its emanations, as they 
feci the motions of the internal word. Forms of 
devotion, hymns or facraments are therefore fuper- 
iluous : even the holy Scriptures themfelves have 
no more authority than the difcourfes of thofe who 
have the fame infpirer. 

To procure the fubdual of the animal man, that 
would bury the divine feed in darknefs, thcgreateft 
abftemioufncfs of living is to be obferved, and 
every indulgence avoided : not only all amufe- 
ments are to be renounced as criminal, but all (hew 
of politenefs, or rcfpcdl of perfons, is abfolutely to 
be abftained from. Thefe form the moft diftinguifti- 
ing peculiarity in Quaker manners. 

But to return to the thread of the Englifli 
Church Hiftory. When after the turbulence of 

the civil war, on the death of Cromwell, 
AN. 1660. Charles II. was reftored, the former per- 

fecutions of the Puritans and Diflenters 
were renewed, as foon as Charles was well fettled 
on the throne ; and epifcopal government fet up 
in Scotland, as well as England ; and by the acft of 
uniformity all miniflers were ejedVed from their 

cures, and prohibited fiom teaching, 
AN. 1662. who objcded to prelatical government, 

and 
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and to be- re-ordained by bifhops. After fcenes 
of violence and dppteflion on the one hand^ 
and oppofition^ load murmurs^ and ihvedtives on 
the other, ibme men of gentler tempers wifhed to 
ibften down all the afperities of Chriftian brethren, 
and to induce them to a greater union, or toler- 
ance, both in doiSlrine and difcipline ; that Epifco* 
pattans^ with Prefbyterians and Independents, the 
two great fedls might coalefce, and then the reft 
would be more eaftly brought in. The pacifica- 
tors, though attached to epifcopacy, and the efla- 
blifhcd worftitp, wiftied to concede its neceffity as 
a {Rvine mfiitution, and eflential to the being of the 
Church, though contending for its antiquity ; and 
as contributive tp the well-being of the Church. 
They would not therefore exclude from com^ 
munion thofe who preferred other forms of goveruT 
ment or worfhip, whether abroad or at home. And 
ta to dodfrines, thev delired to reduce them to fewer 
beads, in which Citvinifts and Arminians might 
meet^ leaving the aUiruier points of difference, as 
not eflential to falvation, to be held by each with- 
out provoking contention, or exciting bitternefs of 
fpirit. Thefe conciliatory divines were termed 
LaMudinarians^ and though confcftedly eminent 
fer learning, and of blamelefsnnanners, drew upon 
tbemfelvcs the bitter reproaches of the rigid on 
both fides ; as men deftitute of real principles of 
rdigion, and fit for any change. 

But 
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But tbde attempts proved abortive^ and it was 
only on another revolution of government, that 
toleration delivered thofe from many penal laws^ 
»vho objei^ed to fubfcribe the a(9t of uniformity. 

That a great decline in the life of true ChriflU 
anity towards the end of this century was obferva- 
blc, is generally agreed. It had made rapid flrides 
in the reign of Charles the Secpnd, at whofe ac- 
ceflion the profligate manners of the court en- 
couraged every abomination. The rigid maxims 
of the Puritans, with their ftarched perfons, were 
held in averiion and turned into ridicule. Men 
ealily and rapidly palled to the extremes of vice, 
to avoid the fufpicion of the femblances of piety. 
And as a life of diflipation was in fafhion, religion 
began to be a contemptible thing. Hence, (ince 
peculiar ferioufnefs branded a man as puritanical, 
and elFe<5luaIly prevented all church advancement, 
^he clergy took peculiar care to efcape, as far as 
poflible, from what muft dcftroy their hopes of pre- 
ferment, and not to be righteous overmuch, or 
iharp rebukers of courtly immoralities. 

Theological fubjccSs alfo began exceedingly to 
give place to literature more polite, and knowledge 
more fcientific. The candidates for the miniftry 
at the univerfities were diverted by the dafficks^ 

buried 
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buried in mathematics, or bewildered in metaphy- 
fics ; and the Bible, if not among the profcribed 
books, was neglected grieyoufly ; and it would 
hardly have been a matter of good report in col- 
lege, to have it faid that a man read and ftudied 
the Scriptures diligently, except as a matter of 
fcience. Thus men made vaft progrefs in all 
branches of human learning, whilft biblical ftudies, 
efpecially in any devotional wdy, were little attend*^ 
cd to. 

' From the dregs of former fedls, one is faid to 
have left pernicious efFedls, and is branded with 
the name of Aniinomlarty carrying the reformed 
doctrines refpcdling the decrees to an abufe before 
unknown, thcfe pleaded, " becaufe the eledl muft 
'• be faved, that all calls, admonitions and exhorta- 
" tions were vain. That nothing was to be preach- 
ed, but the promifes in Chrift. And as it was 
admitted, that the eledl never fall finally from 
^^ grace, they fuggefled, that a man might live in 
the grofleft crimes, and continue a believer ; and 
not being under the law, would not have fin im- 
puted to him, being complete in Chrift/' The 
num^bers indeed of thofe "who prof ejfed i\\t,k tenets 
were very few, whilft too many who ftill held the 
Calvinifiic iyftem, lived as if they believed them to 
be true* 

But 



it 






Cent. 17^.] THE CHURCH OF CHRlSt*. QB^ 

But a far more pregnant caufe of this diclenikin 
than any other, arofe from the new n^thod'of 
preaching, adopted by the- latitudinarian' divinea 
above mentioned, who being chiefly Afttiinians in 
opinion, wiflied to avoid the peculiar anci charac- 
tcriftic do6lrinc9 of Chriftianity, . which had beeft 
lb much dwelt upon formerly, and to confine their 
inftrucSions to the beauty of virtue, and the force 
ot moral obligation. Thus, without the great 
mainfpring of Chriftianity, they laboured in moft 
admired compofitions, to teach men to be virtuous, 
till all power of godlinefs was loft ; and an awfut 
dcmonftration was given, that when the Jove of 
God, which is in Chrift JcAis our Lord^ is not 
taught and felt, all other endeavours to correal the 
morals of mankind will be impotent and vain. 

By thefe men alfo a fingular fchifm was intro- 
duced into the Church, towards the end of the 
century, when, on the abdication of James II. and 
the acceffion of William III. a number of the 
cpifcopal bench, who were high in their notions^i 
of royal prerogative, as well as in the divine right 
of epifcopacy, and bound to the hereditary lirie of 
Stuart by principles of paflive obedience atid non- 
afifiiince, refufed to acknowledge William IIL 
as a lawful King. They were cbnfequently de- 
pofcd, and their fees filled by the moft eminent 
of the latitudinarian do<5tors, Tillotfon, Moore^ 

Patrick, 
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Piitrick^ Kjdder> Fowler, and Cumberland ; who 
made no icruple of occupying the vacant bifhopr 
rica ; andwerc eftecroed by the high Church party, 
who efpouied the ejected biihops' caufe, as robbers 
and intruders; and charged with the deadly crimes 
of rebellion againft Grod and the King, and with 
fchifm of the Church. Thus two parties arofe, 
more peculiarly diftinguifhcd than before, of high- 
churchmenj the excluded non-jurors, and all thofe 
who approved their condudt, and held the fame 
opinions of monarchy and epifcopacy : though to 
keep their preferments, they took the oaths, and 
fubmitted to King William. The other party, 
more moderate, or laiv-churchmen^ entertained 
more liberal opinions refpedling the people's right 
in certain caies, to chufe their own governors, 
and of the mitigated ecclcfiaftical authority, which 
claimed no dominion over the confciences of men, 
or privileges, but under adls of parliament. 

To this day the fame parties fubfift ; though the 
high churchmen are reduced very low : and, in- 
deed, if thefc new bifhops, acu^ording to the high- 
church principles, were intruders, rebellious and 
fchifmatical, and all their ordinations invalid, there 
i^^ b^rdly an ecclefiaftic in the* land who does riot 
derive^is facred charafter through them and their 
fucceflbrs r and, therefore, according to bigb- 
cburcb principles, their miniftrations are null and 
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coiTuption of human nature — the liedemption by 
atonement — ^the juftification of a finner by faith 
aloncr-and the neceffity of the influences of the 
Holy Ghoft to produce all purity of heart and life 
— thcfe, and the like topics, grew out bf vogue^ 
and gave place to the more philofophic iyfl:em of 
moral fualion^ metaphylical reafoning^ and ethical 
eflays on virtue, its beauty and obligations. Yet 
there remained fome, many, faithful adherents to 
the Calviniftic dodlrines of the articles ; and even 
Bifhop Burnet, not too much attached to them, 
.owns, that however generally fubfcribed by the 
Arminians for preferment, they were certainly in-» 
' confident with their opinions $ and that this fub- 
Icription was a great violation df ingenuoufnefs. 
Not that all religion relied with the Calvinifts 
alone : that it chiefly did, may be concluded from 
the lives of the diflenters, who were certainly more 
ftridt in general, more pious and irreproachable^ 
th^n their countrymen of the efl:ablijfhed Church ; 
and fuch was the change now wrought in fenti- 
ment, that if there were any in the Church who 
preached the Calviniftic do6lrine, and maintained 
a peculiar feparation of themfelves from the worlds 
they were often branded as Prefbyterians. Ye^ 
among thofe who held the Arminian principles and 
high-church ideas, there were men of uncommon 
excellence and piety, fuch. as Bi(hop Kenn and 
otherSi whofe primitive manners truly adorned 

their 
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their Chriftian profoflion. The regularity and de- 
cencies of worfliip were then alfo ohferved in many 
more families, and of the great and noble, than at 
prcfent. Thefe the laxity and growinp: diflipation 
of our day have almoft utterly difcarded. I will 
not affirm, that there was in that nge more true 
religion among the fuperior ranks of life, than in 
our day ; though I believe there was : certainly, 
however, the forms and appearances of it were 
more refpedlably maintained. 

But there is one that fecth and judgeth. The 
Lord knoweth thofe that are his. We muft leave 
the final dccifion to himfelf : and whilfl we fpeak 
the painful refult of our own convic^iions, we may 
ftill comfortably hope, where the bleflcd book of 
God was fo generally difFufcd, and works of fuch 
excellent inftru6lion multiplied, that many, very 
many, amidft the great prevalence of evil, and the 
unchriftian converfation around them, held faft 
the faithful word, and lived in the pradlice and died 
in the comfort of true Chriflianity. 



SCOTLAND. 

BEFORE the clofc of the former century, the 
Reformation, after a (harp ftiiigglc, had been efta- 
bliflied in Scotland, and that kingdom had cad off 
the popilh yoke. As is ufually the cafe on fuch oc- 

Vol. III. H cafions, 
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caiions, the very colllfion of the adverfe parties 
had ftrack out fparks of burning zeal, on the one 
fide to fupprefs, and on the other to fpread, tenets 
rendered more dear and important, by the very 
fufFerings which they brought on the confeflbrs- 
Thus the facred flame of truth had kindled in 
many a faithful bofom. Knox and his zealous af- 
fociates had iffued forth to preach the everlafting 
gofpel, and rapidly fpread the evangelical doctrines 
through the land. The Church government was 
as nearly as pofTible conformed to the Genevan 
model 1 and James I. who had been brought up in 
the Kirk, profcflcd the moft zealous attachment to 
it, as the purefl Church upon earth. 

Many burning and fliining lights, which the 
fuccinclncfs of this hiftory will not allow me part.i- 
cularly to fpecify, illumined that northern region 
in the long reign of this monarch. During hisre- 
fidencc in Scotland, the bitter difputes about pre- 
lacy and prefbyterianifm, were rather compromifed 
than conclufivcly fettled. But, on (he acceflion 
of the Scottifli monarch to thcEnglilh crown, they 
revived with all unchriflian temper. Gained ia 
the hierarchy, James cad his weight into that fcale, 
to thfe great difgaft of the majority of his northern 
fubjectSy»and compelled them reluctantly to fubmit 
to an epifcopal regimen. • But the difeontented 
increafing, and more violent meafures being pur- 

fucd 
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fued by his unhappy Ion and the bifhops who 
prcfided in the Scottifli Church, a convulfion fol- 
lowed, which terminated in the overthrow of mo- 
narchy and epifcopacy. By dire experience the 
unhappy Charlcs^the Firft now found, that he had 
lio refuge among fubje6ls, whofe afFe6tions he had 
alienated by fupporting an ccclefiaftical regimen, 
which they abhorred. The very army to whom 
he fled for protedtion, bafely fold and delivered 
him up into the hands of his enemies ; and lefl 
one more record of experience to princes, how 
dangerous it is to irritate men's minds, by pains 
and penalties for religious opinions, 

Crotnweirs dominion was as ill brooked by the 
Scottift) nation, Jis that of Charles the Firft ; but 
their impotent attempt to reftore Charles the Se- 
cond failed, and they experienced the rigour of 
the prote<5lor's arm. That popifti profelyte, who 
had readily been prevailed upon to play the hypo- 
crite among the rigid Scots covenanters, had how- 
ever received fo much difguft from them, that he 
refolvedj after the battle of Worcefter, to return 
no more to Scotland, but await his fate, and feck 
concealment in England. 

» During the prote<5lorate, Scotland enjoyed many 
Jind great bleflings — ^the gofpel was diligently 
preached, and the number of the faithful multi- 

H a plied. 
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plied. The Reftoration brought back epifcopacy 
and dilgufl to all the Prefbyterian party. During 
this reign and the fucceeding, Scotland was a per- 
petual fcene of ftruggles, difcontent, and irritating, 
inftead of conciliatory mcafurcs. Many of the 
bell men and minifters in the nation were perfe- 
cutcd and driven from their country, by the firong 
arm of eccleliafiical power, exerted rigoroufly to 
impofe an eftablifhment, to which the great bo4y 
of the minifters and people were utterly averfe. 
The bifliops fent into Scotland, with Archbifliop 
Sharp at their head, fervcd by their infolence and 
ill conduit to render the prejudices againft epifco- 
pacy more inveterate. The peaceful and feraphtc 
Leighton, after doing all the good^. and prevent- 
ing all the evil in his power, aftiamed of his aflb- 
ciates, and convinced of the improper fteps taken 
to enforce an epifcopal government, to which the 
body, of the people was averfe, refigncd his arch- 
bifliopric, and retired to a private ftation. His 
works will live a monument of evangelical piety ; 
in which the diftinguifhcd purity of the ftyle can 
only be exceeded by the excellence and energy of 
the fentiment. The brutal Archbifhop Sharp, who 
had rejected every mild and conciliating flep fug- 
gcfted by his truly apoflolical coadjutor, after hav- 
ing driven him by defpair of ferving the Church, 
from his fee of Glafgow% fell the vidlim of his own 
violences, and died by the hands of aflaflins ; de- 

tcftcd 
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tcfted even by thofc who moft eondemncd the 
bloody deed. The revolution under William the 
Third, brought back to the Scots their favourite 
ecclcfiaflical government and difcipline, which 
hath been continued to the prcfcnt period. 

During all this century the Scots may be con- 
fidcrcd as a remarkably religious people. And 
though the life of real {rodlincfs can never be fup- 
pofed univerfal in any nation, yet the number of 
evangelical and zealous mini.icrs in tiic Kirk was 
great, and their faithful followers numerous. Re- 
markable inflnnccs of great revivals of icligfon in 
various places are alio on record. And thougli 
their folemn lor.p;ue and covenant, and too many 
inftanees of undue heat and intolerance, will never 
meet approbation from the hiftorian of candor and 
liberality ; yet, with every thini; which can be 
pointed out as cenfurable, no Protcihuit Church, 
in general, more eminently dillin^uilhcd ilfclf by 
purity of doctrine and holincfs of convcrfition. 
My limits rcfimin me from entering into minuter 
.details. 



IRELAND. ^ 

IT may be a matter oC forr.i^ j^^v'l^t, whether the 
kingdom of Irc!;:"^I ..'u ])* re. , .. " v.;. :hc 
ProteftantJ or CathoiiwS ; f .. , v.--. .. .a \ 'v. / / , .\ «•- 
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.ment was in the hands of the former, the far 
greater part of the fubjedts continued in papal" fa- 
perflition and ignorance. Kept under by the flrong 
arm of power, they waited the opportunity of 
emancipating thcmfclves from this reftraint, and 
rcftoring the domiiiancy of the popifh religion. 
The.riling dilcontents under Charles the Firft, af- 
forded the moment of revolt, and the troops being 
employed in the fatal contcfl: between the king 
and the parliament, the Irifli rofe with favagc 
fury, and maflacred feventy thoufand Protefiaots 
in cold blood. The irrefiflible arm of Cromwell 
reduced them to obedience, and puniflied them for 
their rebellion. 

In the beginning of the century, fome blefled 
Iabo\irers cultivated that vineyard. The names of 
ArchMlliop Ullicr, BiOiop Babington, Downham 
and otlicTP, will ever be mentioned as the orna- 
ments of that dav, and of the Church which their 
lalonrse{lified. Nor, when the ufurper feizcd the 
rei'.:' of government were the concerns of religion 
ncglofled, but a number of faithful and zealous 
minifterR fought to extend the knowledge of the 
doi^trincs whiLli are according to godlinefs amODg 
them. On the iftftoration, the epifcopal govern- 
ment was rcftured with the regal ; but the court of 
Charles II. ^rodaced few fuch prelates as bud 
bleHcd the land in the commcnccmvot of the c 
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tury. The fame fearful decay among the clurch- 
iiien was to be obfcrved in Ireland as in England : 
and the pojjifli bi<:^ot, James II. wifticd to fufpcnd 
all taws againft ihoi'c of his own failh, and to en- 
courage the progrcfs of his own rdi^^ion. He 
fiiund alfo among them his moft flrenuous fup- 
portcrs ; and when unable in England to raife the 
ieati body of partifans openly to rcfift the authority 
of William the Third, Ireland invited him to 
iirugglc for his abdieatcd throne ; and the Englifli, 
under their glorious deliverer, were obliged to 
fight and conquer lliat rebtlhous eouiilry. But 
the true religion continued in a flate of great de- 
cay — little was done ciU'tSuallv to ditfufc the prin- 
ciples of [)roteflantif[n. The Papifts, far the fupe- 
rior number, though under many difabllitics, ad- 
hered to Rome and her fuperftilions. Satisfied 
with all the civil and ecclcfiiiftical emoluments, the 
nominal Proteftants expreded very little zeal for 
the real converfion of their popifti neighbours. In 
^11 that is worthy the name of religion Ireland 
funk very low ; nor were there fcarccly any partial 
revivals. A death-like ftupor fecms to have pre-:- 
vailcd univerfally. Between Proteftants and Pa- 
pifts a flroDg line was drawn ; but as tu the life of 
^odliaeft the difference was very littlp. 



HOLLAND 
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HOLLAND 

Stands next among the reformed governments in 
eminence, Though religious tol^uiiun was nowhere 
more noblv gcniMons and cxtcnfivc, the reformed 
religion vvj^-thc nnly one cfiablifhed by the ftate, 
and that of fiir the greater body of the people. 
About the commencement of this century arofe 
among them a fcci^ that hath received the name 
of ..</- v/////V/;;^ froin its author, a divinity profeflbr 
at Lr\d.ii ; whofe opinions produced the mod un- 
happy difuntions, not only in the United Pro- 
vinces, but throughout the Chrifti:in \Vorld. He 
had been educated at Geneva in the Calviniftic 

* 

doclrine-, hut early in life began to be offended 
with ihe (hnves as unconditionid and abfolute ; 
and pleaded tor whai he judged the more rallomil 
fyllem of umvtrfal redemption. What he himfelf 
adoj^ted he publicly taught ; and as thofc tenets 
nnlitate 1 fo llrongly againft the religion of his 
cou'itry, \\k wasfoon branded with heretical pra- 
vilv, and ihc f< und divines ul that communion, 
wi!li Gom.irus hiscollt;ague at ihcir head, exprefled 
their high difaj^probation and ccnlure. The con- 
trovcrly was lliaijly maintained, and many.eccle- 

lidfiics of the Dutch Church, and 
AN. 1609. others, adopted the opinions of Armi- 

nius, who died in the midft of thefe con- 

tefts : 
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tefts : but he left able and rcfolute defenders, who 
carried on the war with redoubled vigour : among 
thefc were the famous Epifcopius, Grotius, and 
Bameyeldt. The Arminians chiimed toleration ; 
and a compromifc was ofibred, provided they would 
renounce the princi[)lcs of Socinianifm, of which 
they were fufpecflcd, and to which it was fuppofed 
their tenets led. Repeated conferences, however, 
were ineffeclual to refiore the broken bonds of 
charity. The Calvinifiic divines, fully perfuaded 
that the Armiiiian principles tended to fap the vi- 
tals of Chriftianity, and to deflroy all the mod 
important peculiarities of the religion of God in- 
carnate, urged the magift rates to inter|x)fe their 
authority. Moflieim, though partial to the Ar- 
minians, admits that their latitudiiiarian. principles 
led them to friendllnp with thofe, whofe radical 
oppofition to Chriftianity was rufpecled, and whole 
condudl was very unbecoming the gofpel of Chrift; 
and that by this means they confirmed the bad 
opinion of their dcfigns, which was fuggefled by 
their advcrfaries. 

The peculiar fentiments of the Arminians^ as 
contained in the writings of their leader and foun- 
der, turned on five points. - 

1. That falvation was beftowed on the elc6l, ^ 
pn account of faith and perfevcrance/zft/iie;? ; and 

damnation 
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damnation inflidled for unbelief and impenitence, 
forefeen alfo. 

2. That every individual is equally redeemed by 
Cbrift ; though believers and good men only finally 
receive the benefit, 

3. That tnie faith is only from the operation of 
the Holy Ghoft, not from natural powers, or the 
fclf-wrought exertion of the human will ; but that 
a general fufficiency of divinft grace is given to alU 

4. That the divine grace or power of the Holy 
Ghoft, begins, and carries to perfedlion, all that is 
good in the creature ; though the will of the im- 
penitent does refift, and often renders the Spirit'a 
operations incfFedtual, 

5. That real faints may fall from a ftate of 
grace ; but this was at firft rather exprcfled du- 
bioully ; and only afterwards aflcrted pofitively, 

Thcfe are mentioned as the great points of dif- 
ference from the Calviniftic divines : but it is (aid, 
that Epifcopius, and the followers of Arminius, de- 
parted farther from them, into the Pelagian or 
Senii-j)elagian fyftcm ; and many of them certainly 
inclined to Socinianifm. The do6lrines ftated 
abovc^ were the avowed pillars of the Arminian 

creed : 
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jcreed : but their ideas refpedling all confejftons of 
faith were very lax ; and they maintained, that as 
Chriftians were only refponfible to God for their 
religioiis opinions, no other confefllon of faith was 
neceflary, than the admiffion of the Scriptures to 
be the word of God. 

Political differences in Holland ranged the dif^ 
ferent parties under oppofite leaders. Maurice, 
Prince of Orange, and thofe who fupported him, 
were oppofcd by BarncveMt, Grotius, and Hoog-t 
gerbeets, men in the highell places of thcrepub- ' 
lie, and jcal©us of Maurice, as afpiring after undue 
power and influence. Gomorus and his friends 
attached thcmfolves to Maurice — the Arnninians tq 
Barncvcldt and his aflbciatcs. The party of Mau- 
rice prevailing, Barneveldt loft his head, and Gro-* 
tius and Hooggerl^cets were condemned to perpc^ 
lual imprifonment. The Arminians, though not 
expo fed to fuffer for their opinions as yet, were 
thus deprived of their former prote<5tors and fup- 
porters, and were probably regarded with an evil 
eye by Maurice and the prevailing party of the re*? 
public, for the intrigues in which they were knowt^ 
to have engaged in fupport of their patrons. 

Ax. 161 8. A national fynod was demanded by 
the Calvinifts, to judge the points m difpute. Tho 
States General iflbed their edi^ for its aflembling : 

^4 
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and deputies from all the provinces of Holland 
were joined by their brethren, fent from the other 
eminent reformed churches of England, Switzer- 
land, Ilcfle, Bremen, and the Palatinate, to decide 
the matters in contrpverfy. Epifcopius, a man of 
high abilities and eloquence, was the head of the 
Arminian party, and appeared foremoft to defend 
their opinions againft the accufations of Gomarus 
and his ailbciatcs : but the (}'nod had Ihardly com- 
menced its deliberations, before a difpute on the 
mode of proceeding, drove the -Arminian party 
from the aflembly. The Arminians infiftcd upon 
beginning with a refutation of the Calviniftic doc- 
trines, efpecially that of reprobation ; whilft the 
fynod determined, that as the remonftrants were 
accufcd of departing from the reformed faith, they 
ought firft to juftify themfclves by fcriptural proof 
of their own opinions. 

All means to perfuade the Arminians to fubmit 
to this procedure having failed, they were banifhcd 
the fynod for their rcfufal ; and retired with bitter 
abufe of the partiality with which, as they com- 
plained, they were treated. The fynod, however, 
proceeded in their cxaminntion of the Arminian 
tenets; and as the Arminian do61ors had left the 
aflcmbly, their writings underwent a ftridl Icrutiny 
in their abfence : their opinions were condemned, 
and their perfons cxcommuqj[caled ; whether juftly 

or 
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or not, I (hall not decide. But nothing can vin- 
dicate the rigour and afperity with which they 
were treated, and the iinchriftian perfccution which 
followed, and drove thefc men froiT> their churches 
and their country, into exile and pcnxrty. Surely 
fuch are not the weapons of a Chriflian's war/are. 
In the whole of this proceeding, ccclefiaftical in- 
tolerance was made the inftrument of political 
artifice, to- crufti the party of their advcrfaries. 
Whatever fandlity the one fide or the other aftedl- 
cd, they both proved themfelves to be but men : 
and if the weak and opprefled were to be pitied, 
their perverfcnefs, and the provocations they had 
given, left them equally incxcufeable ; as w^ill ap- 
pear evident to thofe who weigh impartially all the 
circumftanccs on both fides. 

The neighbouring countries received the exiles 
with hofpitality ; but fome of the mofl: illuftrious, 
as Vorftius, arid others, gave too much caufe to 
their adverfaries to juftify their fufpicions, by verg- 
ing to the Socinian do6lrines : whilfl: the differ- 
ences among themfelves, were nearly as great as 
with thofe from whom they had divided. Hardly 
any two of the Arminian chiefs explained their fcn- 
timents alike ; fome exprefling in higher terms the 
doclrines of grace, and others finking deep into 
the abyfs of Pelagianifm and Socinianifm. 



But 
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But {he death of Maurice, their perfecutor^ 
opened a door' for their return, under his lefs pre- 
judiced fucceflbr ; and they were admitted to free 
toleration and peaceable enjoyment of their opi- 
nions. And it is Angular enough, that ever fince> 
though the Dutch Chufch has maintained the pro- 
feflion of the reformed faith, the miniftcrs and peo- 
ple have geoerally been verging to the Arminian 
dodlrines ; certainly the moft congenial with hu- 
man reafonings, and plaufibic in the mifconceived 
ideas of charity and goodnefs. And though in 
Holland the profcffedly Arminian congregations 
arc by no means numerous, the clergy of the cfta- 
bliihment are faid generally to rank oil the latitu* 
dinarian fide : whilft from thence the fpread of the 
Arminian tenets, through all the neighbouring na-* 
tions, has been prodigious : the generality in all 
Proteftant countries embrace them, and the far 
greater number without knowing it. 

In their wide extended colonies^ however, the 
eftablifhed religion was ftill maintained ; and Afia^ 
Africa, and America, had received minifters of the 
reformed confefliori among them. But the ilate 
of fpiritual matters was very low in all their fettle- 
ments ; as at home they had abundantly partaken 
of the general declenfion, having a name to live^ 
yet being dead : though many and excellent men 
were found among them in the Church, and with 

the 
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the fc6taries from it of various kinds : of thefe I 
would juft mention the Mennonites, who^ after all 
their perfccutions, found reft and quiet at lafl:. 
Their former turbulence, and their refufing to 
fwear allegiance to any government, rendered them 
every where fufpedlcd, and in many places cruelly 
treated. But time, and their own exemplary con- 
i\u&9 having opened the eyes of the nations, a 
greater fpirit of candour and tolerance having 
grown up, and governments becoming fenfiblc of 
the value of induftrious fubjedls, whatever their 
faith might be, they w^ere permitted to enjoy a 
common protection with the other fcdls, and fit 
under their vine and their fig-tree, and to be no 
more afraid. Their divifions among themfelves, if 
not healed, were mitigated. The very rigid fol- 
lowers of Meniio w^ere few, the reft, except in the 
point of baptifm, coincided nearly with the reform- 
ed. They admitted three orders in their church, 
lljhops or freJJyters^ who prefide, and have the 
power of adminiflering baptifm and the commu- 
nion. Teachers fet apart for preaching and public 
worlhip, and deacons or deaconejfes. All matters 
pafs in a confifiory, at which the hijiiop ox prejhyter 
prefides. They and the teachers are chofen by 
fuftrage, and fct apart by impofttion of handst. 
The Englifh Anabaptifts herein confidcrably differ, 
as they have only one rank of minifters. 

FRANCE. 



lia IMPARTIAL HISTORY OF [Per. 3. 



PRANCE. 

THE Protcflants in France from the time of* 
Henry the Fourth's exaltation to the throne, formed 
^ kind of republic within the monarchy, by the pri- 
vileges they hail obtained ; and the fortified j)laces, 
as Rochellc, Sedan, and others, which wcrr given 
them as fecurities for the uninterrupted enjoyment 
of their religious liberties. But treaties are feeble 
cords to bind the firong arms of power : and the 
violation of faith with heretics is fanflioned by the 
Catholic's creed. The Proteftant leaders were too 
often ambitious men, <ind the enemies of the Hu- 
gonots always watched for an.occafion to deprive 
them of thofe privileges which neceflity only had 
extorted ; nor was that occafion long wanting. 
Cardinal Richelieu, who perceived that his mailer 
was but the lord of half his kingdom, whilft the 
Protcflants held Rochelle,- and could always call 
their brethren to their affiftance, after hard drug- 
gies to fubdue their independent fpirit, 
AN. 1628. befieged and took their capital ; which 
a variety of misfortunes prevented 'the 
fuccourfi promifcd by England, from relieving. 
Lying now wholly at the will of their enemies, 
whofe tender mercies they had fo often experienced 
to be cruel, the Proteftants in France funk very 
low under every opprefiion, and every violation d( 

privilegeSjfc 
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privileges which they had no longer power to 
Inaintain. The infidious cardinal, and the im- 
perious monarch, united with the Jefuits for their 
extirpation ; too intolerant to permit the Proteflant. 
profcflion under his dominion. Every artifice and 
promife.joined with threats, and fufFerings of various 
kinds, were firft ufed to engage them to apoftatize 
from the faith of their forefathers, which indeed 
too many did. And on thofe who were obftinate 
in adhering to the Proteflant religion, vengeance 
fell, and booted apoftles dragooned them into com- 
f)liance, or delivered them up to the bifhops and 
clergy, who perfccuted them with the moft in- 
veterate hatred and unrelenting cruelty. Multi- 
tudes fled their country, and fought an afylum in 
foreign lands ; and others unable or unwilling to 
fly, endured all that malice could devife> and 
abufcd power inflicft, to fubdue them to the yoke^ 
to break their fpirit, or confume them by fufFeringi 

An. 1085. The edid of Nantz was now re- 
voked : and that wicked and bigotted Lewis the 
Fourteenth, inftigated by his Jefuits and clergy^ 
itiofited virtue enough to cancel all his crimes, and 
procure the high approbation of the Roman fee> 
by the murder and plunder of thoufands of his 
Proteflant fubje6ls, and compelling the reft to 
feek exile as a refuge* To add infult to cruelty, 
an edicSl commanded them without delay to Fctum. 

Vol. III. I to 
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to the boibm of the Church, whjlft guards were 
flationed on the frontiers, to prevent the efcape of 
thofc, who for confcience fake were willing to 
leave all behind them. Yet hundreds of thoufands, 
by one means or other, found their way into the 
neighbouring nations, where they were received 
with friendfhip and afFedlion, as exiles, as perfe- 
€uted, as brethren. They left theii- ungrateful 
country, weakened by fuch immenfe emigrations, 
and carried their induftry and refentment to 
ftrengthen the hands of her enemies. Even many 
of the Catholics condemned fo grofs a violation of 
the moil folemn engagements ; and all but the 
milenible bigots themfelvcs confidered the ftep im- 
politic, as injuft. It mud be confeflcd the Protcf- 
tants deferved the fcourge,. by the awfiil declenfionft 
evident among them. Some of their principal 
teachers had departed gricvoufly from the reform- 
ed doctrines ; and wifhed to bend to a nearer ftate 
»of union with the idolatrous church, which they had 
renounced : and whilft the body of French Protcf- 
tants approached the Armini^n tenets, and foftened 
down their profcffioos to the more palatable, uni- 
verfal, and comprehending fyftem, Switzerland 
aifo adopted them ; and Grcneva, the cradle of the 
reformed churches before the end of the century, 
degenerated faft into the Arminian and Pelagian 
fyftem ; which wo have feen naturally ending in 
oat day in Socinianiiin and Oeifm. 

Tim 
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The rpirit of truth and godlinefs was not likely 
to floun(h under fuch circumftances. The cauie 
of the Proteftants in France was reduced very low : 
and thofc who remained^ inftead of brightening io 
the furnace of aftliclion, degenerated from the 
purity of the faith, as well as the fpiritujility of 
pradlice. The remaining Proteftantifm was little 
more than an inveterate hatred of popery. Some 
gracious minifters remained, but few, and driven 
into corner^ ; and though a remnant of the truly 
faithful was yet to be found, the days of youth were 
pad, and grey hairs were upon them. They have 
lingered on declining to our days; whether times 
of refrcfliing (ball again come to them from the 
prefence of the Lord is in the womb of time, but 
not out of the profpedl of hope. 

An. 1655, 1686, 1696. The poor Waldenfea, Hill 
maintaining in their fequeflcred vallies the Protec- 
tant dodrine, were hunted out by jefuitical malice, 
and cruelly treated by their popifli duke of Savoy : 
their utter extindlion was threatened. The kind 
interpolition of the Englifh, Dutch, and Swifs go- 
vernment preferved a few. Scattered and peeled, 
reduced in numbers, and deftitute of pallors, with- 
out fome gracious revival, they ieemed approach* 
ing their final diiiblution. 

1 2 As 
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As reduced nearly was the once flouriflhing 
Church of the Palatinate. Under a Catholic Ele6lor, 
and a feries of oppreffions, it hardly maintained a 
name among the nations where it had been firft in 
honour. Nor were the other reformed communi- 
ties exempt from the general declenfion. Hcflc 
and the reft of the Calviniftic churches in Ger- 
many, exhibited no fpecimens of fuch life and 
adlivity as evidenced a vigorous frame: fettling 
Hke their neighbours into deadnefs of profcffion 
and formality of devotion. 

Upon the whole, we may with grief lament the 
fad decay vifible among all the Reformed Churches 
towards the expiration of the century. Great in- 
roads made on the purity of the faith ; a growing 
negledV of all holy ordinances ; a grievous depar- 
ture from the fpirituality of a heavenly walk ; and 
an almoft utter extinction of zeal for promoting the 
falvation of men's fouls ; the miniftry lefs evange- 
lical, and the people lukewarm. I may add alfo a 
fpirit of infidel philofophy arofe, that tended to fap 
the vitals of fevealed truth ; whilft the growing 
immorality and diffipation produced a contempt of 
all ftri6lnefs of religious profeflion, and ftood 
ready to wdcome the fpreading poifon of atheifm, 
in order to remove the uneafy apprehcnfions of 
future refponfibility. I wi(h I may be miftaken in 

\ my 
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my gloomy views of the period I am defcribing ; 
and that thoufands may have been found left in our 
Ifrael unnoticed and unknown^ who had not bowed 
the knee to BaaK 



POLAND, TRANSYLVANIA, HUNGARY. 

THERE were ftill vaft nations bearing the 
Chriftian name, chiefly under governors of the 
Romifli pale, where a great mixture of Proteflants 
and others were to be found, that clalled neither 
with the Lutheran nor reformed. Of thefe, the 
Socmiajis were at the beginning of this century a 
confiderable body in Poland and Tranfylvania : 
and from thence, as their head quarters, difpatch- 
ed miflionarics to the other parts of Europe ; but 
they proceeded in a line different from the other 
Proteftants ; not afFe6ling to lead the multitude 
by popular difcourfcs, but to gain the great and 
literati by profcfling themfelves the advocates for 
the noble powers of reafon ; calling it the all- 
fufficient guide to truth ; and its uncontrouled 
exercife the dignity of human nature. Revelation 
itfelf before this becomes fuperfluous; and na- 
tural religion fully adequate to every purpofe of 
falvatioq. 

But the hopes entertained from thefe ingenious 
miffionaries anfwered not the f^nguinc expedt^- 
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tions of their fellows. A momentary profpe<9: of 
^ccisfs at Altorf variiflied, and Sohner and bis 
popils were expelled. Nor did other places furnifti 
a more promifing harveft. Even their univcrfity at 
Racow was diflblved and difperfed by the diet of 
Poland, for an infult offered by fome of the wil4 
fti^dents to a crucifix ; which fo roufcd the wrath 
of the Catholics, that the Socinians were in confe- 
quence banifhed the kingdom. This edi<l?l was 
executed with thejrioft unchriftian feverity. 

• 

An. i658. Difperfed and exiles, they fled intq 
different countries, and after various efforts toobr 
tain an effeblifhment, were viewed by too fufpici- 
ous an eye to gain any fettled refting place. The 
denial of Qii'ifl's divinity was then regarded as a 
Crime fo blafphemqus, as no Chriftian ftate fhould 
tolerate ; milder maxims have fince prevailed : in- 
tolerance becomes not the advocates for truth and 
tnceknefs. 

But few communities of Soclnians are known 
out of England, the colluvies of all fedls and here-: 
fiee. Here Biddle had a congregation under Crom- 
well, and Charles II. Nor hath there been wanting 
a fuccefliion of thofe who have maintained the 
leading features of theSo^inian herciy, though not 
fexa6tly agreed refpe<5ling the perfon of the Son of 
pod. But all concur in rejcding the dodlrine of 

tb« 
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the Xnnity, denying the godhead of Chrift, and re- 
nouncing all vicarious fatisfacftion from the fufFer- 
ings of a Redeemer. 

The Arians and Scmi-arians were indeed more 
rife than the grofler but iimpler Socinians ; aqd 
many having received degrading opinions of Chrift, 
rejc6lcd the Athanafian do6lrine, and fbrmed to 
themfelves difFereat modifications of deity fubordi- 
nate, A fyftem which, however much it prevailed, 
feems more irrational than the Unitarian or So- 
cinian. Can we conceive any intermediate ftep 
between the true God and no God ? 

The coJhglanfs of the United Provinces appear 
to be a branch of Socinianifm, as their wide ex- 
tended communion admits all who acknowledge 
the divinity of the Scriptures, and are not grofsly 
immoral^ And every man is permitted to fpeak 
in their afTembly, and even to oppofe and argue, 
provided it be done with gentlenefs. As they have 
neither creeds nor confecrated teachers, their bond 
oi union alone is voluntary aflbciation, 

■ 

Madame Schurman, and' the famed Bourignon, 
might be mentioned, ladies whofe zeal and learn- 
ing gave them importance ; and their afpiration 
after perfection flattered fpiritual pride and felf- 
righteoufnefs. The leading teaet of the latter, 
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better unfolded by Poiret, a djfciple, and man of 
genius, is, that all true Chriftianity confifts " in ira- 
" mediate communion with the Deity, by internal 
^' feeling and impulfe ;" approaching very nearly iq 
its geniurf to the do6trine of Quakerifm, and alike 
fprtuig from the fame myftic (lock : of which alfq 
anK)ng ourfelves was the noted Joanna Lead, 
whofe vilions and predictions in that day colle6led 
a number of abfurd and credulous difciples. Folly 
and credulity will never ceafe in every age to afford 
abundant converts to fanaticifm, and to whatevci: 
Mmes with the {lamp of extraordinaiy. 



CENTURY 
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CENTURY XVin. 
CHAP. I. 

GENERAL PROGRESS OP THE CHURCH EXTERNALLY, 

AS we approach nearer our own times, tbo 
more difficult it will be found to fpeak with 
impartiality. Far from beipg able to aflure ray 
readers of my own, I confefs the grcateft fufpicioa 
of myfelf, knowing the deceitfulnefs of the heart, 
and the amazing difficully to divert: ourfelves, 
whether of the prejudices of educatfon, or the pride 
of having emancipated ourfelves from them ; not 
perceiving that we have only adopted a new pre- 
judice for an old one. All therefore I can fay, is^ 
that I wifti to know the truth, and to rcprefcnt i% 
without difguife; and I (hall feel no (hame.in ac- 
knowledging involuntary error; be thankful for inr 
formation ; ready to receive rebuke ; and more 
willing to corredl my miftakes, than any kind 
' friend or undeferved enemy may be to point them 
put. I am only forry, that I am not more com-r 
pleatly and fully furnifhcd for the talk; but I fhnU 
endeavour to do my beft, and hope for candor. In 

mauy 
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many particulars I (hall fpeak what I do know, 
and teftify what I have fecn, for more than half 
the century. 

As the weftem Chriftian world was now divided 
into two great communions, thofe who adhered to 
the Church of Rome, and thofe who acquired the 
name of Proteftants, by their departure from it, 
thefe will demand our confideration feparately and 
diftin<5tly. The one forming a body of vaft and 
extended members under a vifible head, refidcnt 
in the ancient metropolis of the Roman empire, 
which her arts and politics continued to maintain, 
if not over the perfons, yet more defpotically over 
the fouls of men. The other a bocty vaft and ex- 
tended alfo, but in numbers apparently inferior, 
and neither connected by members as homogene- 
ous, nor under a vifible chief Yet iblidly united 
in feme fundamental prindples, which farmed 9 
powerful though invifible bond of attra6lion, amidft ' 
all a*pyparcnt differences of opinion, kept them in a 
ftate of determined averfion to popery ; and placed 
them in a conftant fphcre of repulfion from any 
^noach to this greater body. The tyranny of 
Rome, the idot^try and fuperftitions too glaring 
ever to be foftened down into any point of contaft, 
made the rent between them forever irreparable, 
without fome prodigious change in the fentiments 
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and views of the one or of the other. In fome par- 
ticulars the balance vibrated unequally. In point 
of learning, as deep fcholars, profound mathemati- 
cians and acute metapyficians, as well as every other 
branch of literature, the perfedl freedom allowed to 
enquiry of every kind, and the general third for 
knowledge, as Well as its difFufion through all Pro- 
teftant countries, gave them vaftly the preponder- 
ance in the (cale. Not but that lingular advances 
were made in the fame (ludies in the. Catholic 
countries ; and philofophy cultivated with the 
grcateft ardour ; but it was confined to a particular 
number of literati, not fo generally difFufed, and 
fhackled by the dogmas of popery. It is amazing 
how much the reading the Scriptures in the mo- 
ther-tortgue of every Protefiant ^nation, and the 
freedom of difcnflion of every fubjedl, has led all 
ranks of mpcn to a very great proportionable fape- 
riorjty over Papifts in this refpc<Sl.' And what i$ 
inore to be attended to, the firft fcholarff, deepeft 
in the philofophic Ichool, among the Romanifts^ 
though they continued profeffionally to adhere to 
the religion of their country, yet fat very loofe to 
any religion at all ; doubted of every thing but 
mathematical demonftration ; and therefore eytd 
the myfteries of the Church to which they belong* 
cd with lilcnt contempt, and fometimes ventured 
a farcaftic (hcer, which nranifefted a very leeble 
faith in the eftabliihed do^rincs and praf^ices. 

On 
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On the other hand, though the purity of morals 
bad fufFered an equal^ dcclcnfion in the different 
ehurche?, in point of zeal for the propagation of 
their own opinions, a decided inclination of the 
balance was ftill on the fide of popery. Not only 
the inveteracy of ancient habits, gave a flrong im- 
pulfc to all the monaftic orders, who muft live on 
the emoluments of fuperftition ; but the fociety of 
Jefuit5f, inftituted on purpofe to fupport the finking 
caufc of Rome, particularly exerted tbcmfclves* 
They? indeed, difplaycd an unwearied a^livity, in 
any other ^caufc, nobly exemplary. They ftimuT 
lated .the torpid zeal of Dominicans, Francifcans, 
and Capuchins ; roufed them fdr the conflidl, and 
called thiem to (hare in the merit and glory of 
bringing back the heretical deferters to the fold 
again ; or of enlarging the bounds of popifh domi-r 
nion in heathen and diflant lands. Whereas, the 
love of Protcftants was become lukewarm, nay, 
frozen up. Secure in their own enjoyments, they 
fat down in the purfuit of fcience, commerce, or 
gain ; and too unconcerned about their own fouk, 
entertained very little anxiety about the fouls of 
others. The minifters of the different communions 
wjBtchcd over their own flocks, indeed, that no 
wolf might fteal into the fold ; but they too frc- 
qttently fl umbered and ilc:pt ; and appeared more 
oc.c.upicd about their temporal advantages, than the 
fpiritual benefit of thofe cntruftcd l6 their care. 

Few 
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Few bad zeal to attempt converfions from poj^CT}', 
or to labour extenfively. Bcfides, in the Protcftant 
churches, little or no provifion being made for the 
particular purpofc of extending the pale of evan- 
gelical truth, the Papifls had an unfpeakable ad- 
vantage. They maintained a hoft of miffionaries 
in every Proteflant country, for making converts 
to Rome : always fccretly at work, often openly, 
men of the mod infinuating manners, trained up 
for this very objedt, in the wiles of controverfy, to 
undermine the true faith, to place the popirti opi- 
nions in the mod favourable light, and to fur- 
prize the confcicnccs of the ill-informed, the 
fcrupulous, and the difiurbcd. 

It may be added, farther, that the great weight 
of intereft lay on the popifh fide. A thoufand 
allurements and advantages were held out by zeal- 
ous papifts, in order to make converts, even to the 
lowed of their tenants and people around them, 
fuch as every Protedant would have thought it a 
difgrace to employ ; redraincd by his principles 
from ufing other motives than argument and con- 
vi<5lion on fcriptural grounds. Nor did the idea of 
any meritorious fcrvice dimulate his efforts, whilft 
every Papid gained a proportionate offset for all 
his own ofi^cncus, and a fund of merit againd the 
day of judgment, by every convert he could pro- 
duce to popery, whatever were the means of con- 

Ycrfion^ 
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verfion. flcnce, not only in al) fbe countries un^ 
dec popiih gpvernors, was every effort ufed with 
peculiar advantage to extend the dominion of 
Rome over the confcience^ of men ; but in the 
P^oteilant kingdoms continual inroads were made^ 
and converts gained. Indeed it is furprifing^ con- 
fidering all circumftances, that their numbers hav# 
beea fo few^ and the fucceis fo inadequate to the 
craft and diligence which have been employed by 
tbeie emxilanes. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. II. 
ON THE ROMISH CHURCH* 

THE commencement of Uiis century beheld 
the Church of Rome apparently fixed upon 
an immoveable bafis in Europe, flretching out her 
arms to the new world, and embracing both the 
Indies. By the ftrcnuous efforts of her jefuitical 
phyficians, her deadly wound appeared to be heal* 
ed, and florid health reftored to her countenance* 
But it was only the flufli in the check of the hec- 
tic ; the matter was fecretly collc6ling in the vi* 
tals, and all the fearful confumptive (ymptonis, 
which we now witnefs, were preparing ; and this 
from a fource little apprehended ; from men of no 
weight in any ftate, living chiefly by their pens, 
and fupporting themfelves by the diffiifion of 
writings, pregnant with the virus of infidel philo^ 
ibphy. To appearance the ftate of popery feemed 
moft aufpicious : the Catholic intereft rifing high 
in the barometer of politics, and the Catholic rcli-p 
gion fpreading openly, or fecretly, through all the 
corners of the earth; but a deadly worm prayed on 
the flourifliing gourd, which ovcrfhadowed the 
pnpal throne. 

Rome, 
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Rome, the centre of Italy, looked round with 
exultation upon all the countries, from the Alps 
to Calabria, Sicily, Sardinia^ Corfica, and other 
ifles of the Mediterranean and Adriatic fea ; and 
not a foul dared peep, or a tongue mutter heretical 
pravity. The inquilition and the priefts had etFcc- 
tually laid the ax to the root of the tree, and left 
not a trace of proteftantifm remaining. 

Spain and Portugal had exerted equal vigouf^ 
and Jefuits and Inquifitors ferreted out every lurk- 
ing hole of hcrefy. Even the poor Jews^ were 
compelled to crofs themfelves, and with the more 
concentred venom fhut up in their hearts, to cover 
it with a greater zeal for fuperftition and the cere-* 
monies of the Church. 

France, afpiring to univerfal monarchy, and mc-^ 
nacing the nations around with fervitude, had be- 
gun effcdtually at home, by the moft flagitious 
a6is of defpotic violence towards the Proteflant 
heretics. The popifh clergy and dragoons fupplied 
the place of inquilitors. Not a congregation re- 
mained of all the flourilbing churches which once 
fpread over the bofom of that vaft country. Their 
worfljip iirterdi^ied, their marriages declared ille- 
gal, and opprcflion hi every fhape and form, 
weighing them into the duft of death. Though 
their numbers, efpecially in the iSouth of France, 

wer« 
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were greats ftfaej^ were compelFed to hide all pro- 
feflion of their religion. It was death for a Pro* ' 
teftant minifter to exercife his fundions, and im- 
pfifonment:)ind confifcation, at leaft, for thofc who 
attended on concealed him. The dcfpotic Lewis 
the Fourteenth, with his jefuit confeflbr and their 
crew, plotted night and day the utter extindlion of 
the Proteftant name ; and indeed had nearly ef» 
fedled it : and what is equally to be lamented^ 
thefe fufFerings of this Protcflants, though they iii- 

a 

crcafcd their abhorrence of popery, pj*oduced'no 
fpiritual change for the better, but for the worfe* • 
The peculiar dodlrines of the reformed, had un- 
happily been dcbafed fronri primitive purity^ by aa 
admixture of the Arminian leaven ; and the con-* 
dudl of the Proteftants in France difplayed no 
fuch traits of fpirituality, as manifefted any ftriking 
improvement in moral excellence, or Chriftiaa 
graces. Their fouls loft the vigour of religion, as 
their perfons became more enflaved by defpotifm* 
The amazing incrcafe of popery in France is in- 
calculable ; from a third of the kingdom which 
had been enlightened, there were few men left, 
and thofe driven into holes and hiding places : for 
when the fuppreflion of all public worfhip is lon^ 
continued ; every means ufed to harrafs and op- 
prefs on the one hand, and to fedUce and allure 
on the other ; defpair of help from without, and 
confcioufnefs of inability to refift within, what can 
Vol. III. K longer 
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longer ^pport the falling cauie ? huitsaaiy fpeak* 
ing, it muft fink under the burden. 

The fevereigns of the Houfe of Aiiikna, as bi- 
gOtted as ever, (econded with their weight every 
Wile of ecclefiaftical and jefuitical mifSonaries: 
Ibrocigh all the extent of their dominions, they 
f«rfecuted the profeffion of Proteftantifm ; and 
endeairoured to extinguiih every latent fpark. Auf- 
tria, Bohemia^ Moravia, the Low Countries, and 
all their other fiefs or dependencies, fcarcely per- 
mitted a PrDteftant to breathe the vital air. 

The oiher eoontnes. of popery, among which 
the Palatinate, once fo famous for Proteftantifm, 
was now reckoned, ufed the fame arts and oppref- 
fions; and often no help remained for the poor 
people^ but to forfake the ungrateful land of their 
nativity, and feek an afylum among ftrangers ; 
and even to tranfport themfelves into the new 
world, in order to efcape the malice of their per- 
fee u tors. 

And in the counfries where Papifts and Pro- 
teftant9 were ftill mixed, and the &me defpotic 
proceedtngs^ere fufpended by conftitutional laws, 
treaties, or more commonly by political confidera- 
tions, leaft their neighbours fhould interfere and 

fupport tb^ oppreiZed ; iUll the weight of power, 

arid 
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and the wiles of jefuitifm and monkery, bore hard 
upon the conicicnces of men, and produced very 
lamentable cfFedls in the pcrverfion of many fronik 
the faith. Thus Poland, Hungary, Tranfylvania, 
fufFercd, and other countries in (imilar fituations ; 
and many converts to popery are faid to Have en- 
larged the RomiOi pale. Nor in the Proteftant 
countries themfelveS was this unobfcrvablc : and- 
fome founded the alarm, though few lifted up thti' 
ftandard to refift the inroads of the enemy. 

Britain", now rifen to be the firft among the 
nations, held ftill in her bofom too many popifh 
recufants, and enemies to the Protcflant faith. In 
fomc of her dominions, the Catholics exceeded the 
Proteftants, four or five to one, as in Ireland. 
Numerous bodies remained in Scotland and Eng- 
land, which, though kept down by laws, too fii- 
vere in many particulars, the lenity of the govern- 
ment fcarcely ever put into execution, and con- 
iiived at their tranfgreflion. Hence their worfhip, 
though forbidden, was maintained, it can hardly 
be faid, fecretly, as their houfes of meeting were 
as well known as thofe of other diflenters ; and 
the tolerating fpirit univerfally diffbfed, not only 
proteded them from infult^ but embraced them 
with all the civilities of intercoiirfe, and winked 
at the feduftions which tK)w and then appearedf 
through the fccret machinations oF their priefts and 

K 2 emillkries* 
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emiflfirics. It muft be acknowledged, that the ba- 
lance was kept pretty nearly even, not fo mucS by 
any converfions wrongfil through Protefiant ef^r ; :s, 
as by interefted motives ; when the nobles, to p^ - 
fefs an hereditary feat in parliament ; cr the: politrc 
and ambitious to enter the Hoofe of Con'«mon5, 
or the magi ftracy, from which, by the piorrtrion 
of popery they were excluded, renounced one re- 
ligion to embrace the other ; without being a whit,^ 
more Proteftants afterwards, than they were Papifta 
before. And as infidelity had made fo great a 
progrefs in all lands, it was not at all to be won- 
dered, that men of no pri^iciple embraced that 
profeffion of religion, which moft correfponded 
with their avarice or ambition. To thefc chiefly 
in protefiant countries were the converfions from 
popery to be traced. 

The cafe was much the fame in Holland and 
Switzerland. The. northern Proteftants were either 
lefs annoyed with the horde of Jefuits, or more 
tenacious to fupprefs a religion which they feared 
and hated. 

Yet the progrefs of popery in Europe, though 
great, bore a fmall proportion to the fpread of it 
in diftant lands. From Canada to Louifiana, the 
French had eredled an empire that threatened the 
Britifh colonies ; and their numerous emifl^ries 

among 
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among the Indian tribes, had brought many gf 
them to the name of Chriftian, and to baptifm ;' 
and, in order to make them furer tools for their 
grand monarch, had enlifted them under the ban- 
ners of Rome. 

But the vaft foreign empires were thofe of Por* 
tugal and Spain, efpecially the latter, compre- 
hending the whole continent of America on the 
Pacific Ocean, from north to fouth ; at lead from 
California to the extremities of Chili ; and on the 
other fide, all the immenfe regions that lie round 
the bay of Mexico, with the vaft and numerousf 
iflands, bcfides the unknown boundlefs regions to 
the fouth. The Brazils, with their dependencies, 
Portugal occupied : both nations were the obfe- 
quious votaries of Rome, With inquifitorial watch- 
fulnefs, hofts of jefuits and friars of every rank and 
colour, (this being the paradife of monkery) took 
care that not a fpark of Proteftant pravity fhould 
ever enter their dominions ; determined to main- 
tain inviolate the devotion and profligacy, the ig^ 
norance and purity of the Catholic faith, which 
diftinguifhed thefe favoured lands. The vaft Phi- 
lippine Iflands enjoyed the fame advantages ; and 
pvery where, negroes or Indians, flaves or free men, 
jqcrcafed the number of Romilli fubjedls, 

K 3 Chiua 
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.phina yms now filled with miffioiiaries and con- 

\ ■ . • • . 

^rts, and threatened almoft to become Chriftian ; 
and in the Eaft Indies, efpecially on the coafts of 
Malabar, and even to the gulf of Ormus, the zeal- 
ous miffionaries ere6lcd their crofs, and cnlifted a 
numerous hoft under their banners. Africa afford- 
od gold and ivory, and flaves, and converts. The 
coafts o( Mozambique, and thofe weft ward wafhed 
^y the waves of the Atlantic, heard and received 
the difciplcs of Lpyala. Indeed, they had ftrong 
inducements to quicken their diJigcnce and extend 
their empire : for, befides the ineflimable benefits 
of popery conferred upon thefe various colours of 
Tnan kind/ they contrived to make it anfwer to their 
.X)wn ord^r, and to fecure to themfelves commercial 
advantages, from which one of their firft objcdls 
was to exclude all their monki(h rivals ; and to be 
the princes as well as priefts of thofe whom they 

Jxad won to the profeflion of the popifh faith. 

« . • ■■.•■■ . • ■ ■ ■ 

I am obliged to caft only a rapid glance on thefe 
conquefl:s that encircle the terreftrial globe ; in all 
which, at the beginning of this centur}', popery 
Jbad ere^^cd lier dominion ; and that principally by 
the means oi her jefuit miffionaries. Whoever 
eonfiders this extcnfion of empire, will be ready 
to cry out, as it is written, " What city is like unto 

** this great city !" and how natural was the cla- 

« *..»••■ -I , . .. » . 

tion 
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tion of her pfide, that faid, " I (it a queen, and 
" am no widow, and fhall fee no foirow.'* But 
ber day was coming, and to every true Pipteflant 
it tnuft be matter of exultation to trace the fteps 
<^ her fall, and to fee the image of jealpuf}' fmit* 
ten, by the ftone hewo out of the mountain with- 
out hands. " Sing ye heavens, for the Lord bath 
*^ done it : rejoice over her thou heaven, and yt 
'^ holy apofties and prophets, for God bath avenged 
^ you on her." 

Aniidft all the apparent greatnefs and glory of 
Rome^ : various feci^t -caufes were working bpr dif- 
folution. 

The kings of the earth, though they ^ave theif* 
power to the beaft, for purpofes of their own am- 
bition, yet in a variety of contc^fts had learned ^the 
oontemptibility of papal anathemas '^ ^nd this pe^ 
cnliar beriefit the Reformation had generally pro- 
duced, that the popifh monarchs tbemfclves had 
been lefs fubmiffiVe, and mope decifive, that irt 
|,heir fev^ral kingdoms, all interference with theif 
governments became not the fpiritual father ; and 
therefore, whilft they continued to kifs the feet of 
the pontiff iiirnfclf, and profefs the moft devoted 
reverence for his pcrfon, they made no' ftruple td 
defpife the mandates iflued by him, making a dif* 
ferencc between the Pope and the papal lee, 

K 4 Tho 
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.' The -humiliating fuHmiflions of Rome, to the 
infolent monarch of France, we have fcen. Naples, 
Sardinia, Portugal, Spin, all in- their turns, wher- 
ever their • regalities, privileges, and immunities, 
were trenched upon, clipped the wings of the dra- 
gon, and left him only the (hadow of that power, 
>^hich, before the Reformation, had been exercifed 
without qthtrouK Every difputc demon ftratcd the 
jncreafing feeblenefs of the papal arm, wben opi- 
nion no longer fupported the terror of his ana- 
themas. 

' * ' • • «■ ■ 

The inqiiifitiDn in Spain, and Portugal, became 
a ftate engine diredled by government, and not 
an independent court controuled by foreign emif- 
fanes. 

The (harp difputes which reigned between the 
members of the Church, Jefuits and Dominicans, 
Jefuits and Janfenifts, contributed greatly, by the 
writings on both fides, to open men*s eyes, and to 
lead thera to the exercife of their own underftand- 
ings in the matters difpntcd ; efpecially, they tend- 
^ to bring into difcredit, that body, of all others 
the moft dangerous, bccaufe moft fervile to the 
Jlomifh poiJlifFs. The jealoufy of the monkifh 
tribes, and ail their weight and influence at Rome, 
backed' the bitter accufations againft the Jefuits, 
refpedlin^ their foreign miffions. China, by thefq 
* • ' ' difputes^ 
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difputes, became fubje6l to different decifions: 
fometimes the Pontiff's mandates were obeyed, 
fometimes the Jefuits refifted. The iflfuc was the 
expuHion of all the miflionaries, and the vaniih- 
ing of all their churches, as the meteor of the 
night. 

Their bitter perfecution of the JanfenMs awaken r 
ed a return of enmity. Though their power pre- 
vailed at Rome, and with a bigot king, yet many 
who were difgufted with the bulls iflued, looked 
to a future couiKil, unable to procure prefent re- 
drofs. Thus was there r©u(cd up a fpirit of refent- 
ment againft thefe jcfuitical perfecutors, that only 
waited the moment of vengeance. An. 1713. 

The famous book of Quefncl, which produced 
the bull " uNiGENiTUS,'- fo called from the word 
with which it begins, deferves a moment's atten* 
tion, ad probably to this eventually the fall of this 
ibciety may be traced. Into this book were ele- 
gantly introduced the principles for which Janfc- 
nius hac} been already condemned : and the ftylc 
was (o plcaiing, and the annotations on the New 
Teftament fo fpiritual and animated, that it was 
read with the greateft delight. It had reached 
Rome ; and Renaudot, a French Abbe, going on 
a vifit to the Pope, found him reading the new 
publicatioo. " This/' fays he to the Abbe, '* is 



"an 
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an excellent book. We have nobody at Rome 
capable of writing in this manner. I wifli I 
" could engage the author to refide here/* The 
eagle eyes of the Jefuits had feen through the de-r 
iign of Quefnel, to give weight and confequenc^ 
to their Janfenift enemies, whom they wi(hed to 
crulh. Their cries therefore of herefy furrounded 
the Ponti^t and though the book was fo excellent 
befor^^.tlM^y infilled on his reading it again with ^ 
jefuit ^c<5lacles, and extradling from it, and con* 
demningjone hundred. and one propoiitions as he- 
retical, or of heretical tendency. This bull fet 
the kingdom of France in a flame. A vaft muk- 
titude had read and approved father Quefnel ; 
cardinals, .bifhop.s, and clergy innumerable, per- 
ceived in the work fingular undlion ; and not 
viewing it through the fame glafles, could difco- 
yer nothing like heretical pravity in it. The Pro- 
teftants, by this bull were convinced no abufe at 
Rome would ever be corre61cd ; and the moderate 
Papilts, who were not Janfenifts, were highly of- 
fended to fee thofe dodrines of predcftination and 
grace, fo peremptorily condemned as her^iy, which 
the Fathers, St. Auguftin, and the Church, h<id 
been fuppofed to hold as orthodox. 

The difpute was long and (harp in France. The 
Jefuits carried the day. It became the law of the 
land. Yoij muft fubfcribe the bull unig^nitus, or 

» 

have 
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have no lacraments. Oppreffions, banifliments^ 
excommunications followed. The oppofition made^ 
and fometimes the ipeans employed were, it mnft 
be confefled, highly difcrcditabfe' to the Janfenift 
caufe. They had better tempered weapons to de- 
fend themfelves, than, yifions and miracles at the 
tomb of the Abbe Paris. Thefc indeed they al(b 
wielded, and with cfFc6^. They laid open the 
moral fyftem of the Jefuits, and ftamped it with 
jdeferved infamy. They awakened the attention of 
the popilli powers to their political condudland de- 
ligns. They charged them with erctSling in Pa- 
raguay, an independent fovereignty; and undi^ 
pretence of prcferving their converts from the con- 
taminating examples of Portuguefe and Spaniards, 
of having excluded them from entering their 
mifliohs. The mercantile tranfedlions of this 
wily body excited the jealoufy of the commercial 
world. Under the clpak of piety, and converiions 
they endeavoured to monopolize the trade of the 
country, which they had reduced to their obedi- 
cnce. The gain of the merchant, as well as the 
authority of the monarch, thus trenched upon, 
raiied an hod of irritated and powerful opponents. 
Sufpicious conne<51ions with thofe who attempted 
to aflaflinate the King of Portugal ; and open re- 
fiftance to the Spaniih and' Portuguefe forces on 
fixing the limits of their feveral fettlements in 
'&>uth America, iflued in their compleat deftnac- 

tion. 
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tion. By a Hidden .and unexpeftcd ftroke, with- 
out confulting Jllom;^ the Catholic princes conlpirn. 
cd their ruin, and they were all feized and banffhed 
in the lame moment from Spain^ Portugal, and 
France J brought honie-by fhip loads from all the 
foreign dominions of thefe powers^ and packed off 
for Rome their protedlrice; but now unable longer 
to defend her jefuitical fatellitcs. After a while the 
concurrent demands of the popifli monarchs com- 
pelled the rcludlant pontifF Ganginelli, Jo diflblve 
the fociety, leail jefuitical malice and revenge 
might jfiue in fome .deftrudlive enterprife, unlcffs 
cfu(}ied nevcf to rife up again. An. 17/3, 

With tbcm the glory of Rome departed. The 
great barrier was broken down which held the con- 
fciences of men enflavcd to the Roman fee ; and 
freer fcope was given to the infidel philofophy to 
lift up its head with confidence, when it had thefe 
nrgufes no longer watching the approaches to 
herefy. 

Of all the caufes which have contributed to the 
humiliation of Rome, none (b effefflually operated 
as the prevailing tenets of infidelity ; which difFufcd 
themfelves among all the literati, and moft dif- 
tinguifhed geniufes of the Romi(h Church. The 
progrefs was filent but wide. The famous, or in- 
famous Rouflcau, D'Alcmbert, Ilclvetius, and 

that 
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that moft agreeable but fedu<Slive and unprincipled 
writer, Voltaire, contributed to charge the mine and 
lay the train, which could not fail, with the firft 
match kindled, to explode and overturn not only 
all the trumpery of popery, but to raifc a fpirit 
equally inimical to all dcfpotic governments; nay 
threatening an univerfal revolution in focicty, by the 
changes it was fuited to produce both in religion 
and politics. Lord Chcflerfield, a pupil of this 
fchool, when in France long ago, forcfaw the ine- 
vitable confequences tvhich we have witnefled. 
And what is fingular enough, the wide fpreadings 
of Arminianifm, which infe6led the Proteftant 
countries, have begun even in them to give way to 
the more philofophical do6trine o{ necejjiiyy leading 
to fatalifm, and ending in atheifm. None gave 
greater weight to thefc opinions than Frederic the 
Great of Pruffia, the patron and high prieft of in- 
fidelity : he contributed to fpread it by his own 
writings and example, and to prote(5l it by every 
encouragement. Though France was the fruitful 
fourcc, Berlin was the focus where the fcattered 
rays were collected, and where they beamed with 
peculiar luftre. The fupcrior orders of the Romifli 
clergy themfelves having drank into this philofo- 
phical fpirit, made no vigorous efforts to fupprefs its 
progrefs, and little apprehended the fatal confe- 
quences to themfelves, to which it was imper-- 
ceptibly leading. The life of diiiipation which pre- 
vailed 
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Tailed alfo, in fo fearful ^ manner^ de()ru6tlve^r 
•very precept of the gofpel, prepared willing dif- 
cipies for infidel principles. It was abundantly 
cafier, and it muft be confefled much more ra- 
tional> to fuppoie that there was nothing after 
death, and fo to quiet every uneafy apprehendon, 
than to receive the abfurdities of purgatory, and be 
at the pains of penance^ or fubmit ta the purchafe 
of indulgences* 

Moreover, the increafe of knowledge in general . 
guarded men from the pious frauds which liad been 
fuch powerful engines of facerdotal delufion. The 
priefts thcmfelves began to blufh at their own 
tricks; and all the men of intelligence would 
cordially have wifhed to get rid of them $ but they 
feared the people, whofe credulity required impofi- 
tion. So they wifely, in their ideas, tolerated the 
prevailing fu perditions, to avoid what they regard- 
ed as the greater evil, the acknowledging papal 
fillibility, the loofening the pontifical dominion^ 
and emboldening the prying eye of curiofity to 
look into its abufes. 

Owing to thefe and a variety of other caufe6,the 
papal throne funk in its revenues, as in its autho- 
rity— ^little flowed into its coffers. One kingdom 
after another (lopped the fatal drain^ which had 

poured 
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poured from every land into tbat gulph the wealt^ 
of nations, to be diffipated by nepotifm^ or a baftard 
progeny. 

But above all other caufes of the humiliation oif 
papal domination, the mod menacing and deitruc- 
tive have arifen from the ambitious rulers of France, 
who, under pretext of liberty, having feizcd the 
government, ere<5led a tyranny more bloody and 
oppreflive than that againft which they revolted. 
After murdering their fovercign, plundering and 
degrading the nobles, levelling every diflindlion of 
rank, overturning every ancient eftablifhmcnt at 
home, abolilhing the convents, (hutting up the 
churches, baniftiing or murdering, with the moft 
inhuman cruelty, all the ecclefiafiics who refufed 
to bow to their dictates, they burft as a torrent 
on the neighbouring nations, every where deib- 
lating the RomiQi Church, and fweeping away its 
trumpery; melting down the filver faints and their 
Ihrines ; cafting the bells into cannon, and con- 
verting the churches and convents into barracks or 
work-lhops. Thus fuddenly all the immenfe wealth 
of the clergy diflblved as fnow before the fun- 
beams. The whole ecclefiaftical property feized^ 
fold, and diflipated ; religion was left to take care 
of itfelf. -The bigotted country of the Nether- 
lands has (hared the fame fate with Savoy, the fad 
fcene of former bloody perfccutions ; and fiill the 

gigantic 
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g;fgantic ogre of revolutiort ftalked on over the 
proftrate and trembling nations around^ and all 
Chriftendom flood agbaft whereunto this' would 
grow. Germany difmembered, Switzerland fubju- 
gated, and all Italy plundered, from Milan to 
Naples, and crumbled into pieces, under the fleets 
ing name of republics, and after the model and 
under th6 controul of their harfh fl:ep-mother? 
Kings hurled from their thrones, the Pope himfclf 
a prifoner, and Rome reduced to be an incon- 
fiderable appendage and fubjeft to the vaunted 
Great Nation * wbilft Spain trembling fubmits to 
become little better than a dependent province^ 
and Portugal attempted to purchafe a temporary 
refpite, dreading to be fwallowed up by the mon- 
fler. Amidft thefe convulfions, expe6tation ftretch- 
ed out her neck, ns if litiening for the angel's voice, 
when he fhould cry, " Babylon the Greal^is fallen, 
" is fallen ;" for it appeared highly probable that 
tl?e time was come for the fulfilment of the pro- 
phetic word, " And a mighty angel took up a 
ftone like a great milftone, and caft it into the 
fea, faying, thus with violence fhall that great 
city Babylon be thrown down, and (hall be found 
** no more at all." A fudden reverfc, in which 
nationally we cannot but rejoice, feems in its con- 
fequence for a moment to fufpend the threatened 
dcftru61ion of popery. Whether the carved work 
which hath been broken down with thefe axes and 

hammers 
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hammers can be repaired, and the foundations 
which have been undermined, be propped up a 
little longer, only the fpirit of prophecy can fore- 
tell. Every true Protcftant cannot but wi(h that 
God would haften the period when the popi(h 
power fhall fall never to rife up again, and the 
kingdoms of the world become the kingdoms of 
the Lord and of his Chrill. 

Meantime it may not be unprofitable to pafs in 
review the feveral popifh countries, and the ftatc of 
religion in each of them. 
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CHAP. in. 



ITALY. 



ITALY, the chief region of papal empire^ has 
been juflly branded by one of our noble au- 
thors, asthe.f^t of " illjberal vices ^' which walk 
by thQ fide of fuperftition ia the open front of day, 
and refufe to be aftiamed, 

Italy comprifes, 

I. NAPLES AND ITS DEPENDENCIES. 

Thefe, long held as fiefs of Rome, after under- 
going a variety of changes, refted under a branch 
of the Bourbon Spanifh family, and for fome time 
have enjoyed independence. Many difputes with 
Rome, were in general carried againft the pontiffs, 
from whom at laft they have emancipated them- 
fclves entirely, and pay no longer the former mark 
of feudal homage. In tlicfe countries not a fpark 
of evangelical truth remains. They are funk into 
the loweft dregs of popery. For fome time pad in- 
deed they have begun to be initiated into the 
myfteries of modern philofophy, and dared to dif- 
believe. Many of the f^perior ranks of life, the 

nobles. 
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nobles, the military, the literati, and the ecclefi- ' 
attics, were nearly, if we believe Brydone*s Travels, ' 
as infidel as himfelf. 

A ridiadous fcme^ which a friend of mine wit- 
nefled, as he' was vifiting one of the beautiful 
churches of Naples, will give a pretty ftrong fpeci- 
men of their religion. A woman opened a clofct, 
and took out an image of the Virgin, after flrip*. 
ping off her old cloaths (he put on her a (ilk facque, 
a hoop^petticoat, and very fine laced double ruffle 
Prefently feveral friars entered the church, and 
producing their books united in fupplicationt 
around her. They rofe fr#m their knee^ tapped 
their fnuff-boxes, and talked and laughed together, 
whilft the woman unrobed the lady, and refiored 
her to her former place, and her old deaths agattk 
A Pi*oteftant could not behold fuch worfliip with- 
out mingled pity and derifion. In order to be fully 
afcertained refpedling indulgences^ he went to thft 
office, and for two iequins he purchafed a plenary 
remiffion of all (ins, for himfelf, and any two odiet 
peribns of his friends or relations, whofe names fab 
was eihpowered to infert, and who might be in need 
of (b convenient a certificate for the porter of 
Paradifc, St. Peter. That in the end of the en- 
lightened eighteenth century, fuch folly can be 
propagated, is, to us )vho live far from the fccnes cflf 
fupeHlrtion, furprifing ;i)ut countenanced there by 

L 2 pricftcraft. 
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prieftcraft, general habit and education^ the breath 
of fufpicion dared not impeach the power of ghoftly 
abfolution : and fhocking to relate, the firft eccle- 
fiallic of the kingdom was compelled to work an- 
nually the miraculous liquefadlion of the blood of 
St. Januarius, or the populace would fancy fome 
fatal calamity threatened the ftate. What the 
manners of fuch a country muft be, are eafily fup- 
pofable. Thither thofe of our own retire, who, 
looked upon with horror for their unnatural crimes. 
Deed there no cover for their abominations^ and are 
equally well received in all company. 



4 JT. ROME AWB the*ecclp:siastical statb. 

. The ftates immediately under the Romifh tem- 
poral dominion, ftill vafl and fertile, were govern- 
ed and plundered by cccleliaftics, who held all the 
firft places-.of power and profit. The beautiful 
campagna of Rome, indeed, once fb abundant, is 
now become an unhealthy morafs, where even to 
ileep a fingle night is dangerous ; and thefpedlrcs, 
which neceffity compels to abide there, ftem all 
%valking in their fhrouds to the tomb. What the 
ilate of popery muft be under thofe more immedi- 
ately called to countenance every fraud of fuper- 
Aition is evident. Yet at Rome itfelf greater li- 
berty was allowed than either in Spain or Portugal;^ 
and even the Jews had an allotted quarter^ wHfcre 

they 
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they lived protcfted by the government. I.will 
not fay that there was more need of courtezans sit 
Rome than elfcwhcre, bccaufe bf the thoufands of 
dignified celibataries, cardinals, bifhops, and others; 
but fince they muft be tolerated, the ghoftly father 
prudently drew a revenue from profiitution, and 
licenfed the ftews. Perhaps in no Catholic country 
had infidelity made a greater progrefs than at 
J{.ome itfclf ; but fince by this craft they had their 
gain, it would have been the height of imprudence 
to rend the yail, for the populace to look into the 
fan6tuary ; and therefore, they wifely continued 
the tawdry mafk of fuperftition over the face of 
impiety ; and none bowed more lowly to the image, 
or performed their devotions with greater decency 
and propriety than thofe who laughed at their own 
abfurdities. But though truth was thus fallen in 
the ftrcets, and equity could not enter; the army 
of booted miflionaries cftet^led for a while the con- 
verfion of the people from fuperfiitions, which 
gallic warriors had learned to defpifc; and when 
fuch edifying examples were before the vulgar, and 
the fame arms would raife them to ecjualiiy with 
the proudcft, the invitation was too ten>ptinir not 
to be acceded to, and the happy fraternization 
promifed to be cordially embraced through all the 
countries of Italy. Naples was laft drawn into the 
vortex. The firong hand of power fupprefled for a 
while the revolutionary iriovements which had 

L 3 manifefted 



150 IHPA&TIAL HISTOBY5 OF [Per. 3. 

mankefted tbemfelveSy and only waited for the 
aufpicious moment^ when they might be difplaycd 
with efiedl : at lafl jt came, and the monarch fled. 
The kingdom ravaged^ plundered^ cxhaufted, and 
but juft recovered by a change as fudden as the 
revolution which had preceded^ will not improba- 
bly be replunged into the fame profligacy and 
fuperftition as beforcj and the blood of St. Januarins 
liquefy again, in the warm hands of the archbidiop. 



III. THE UPPER HEGIONS OP ITALY. 

Thefc firfl felt the ravages of gallic arms* Milan^ 
Venice^ Piedmont^ Genoa, Tufcany, fell fucccffively 
before thcni. The Church and its revenues afford- 
ed the richeft plunder, and ecclefiallicai magnifi- 
cence faded before thefe difciples of the new phi- 
loibphy, the Goths and Vandals of the eighteenth 
century. For a confidcrable time before their irrup- 
tion, the Church indeed, almoft throughout all the 
Italian flatcs had become an engine of politics ; for 
though they profeffed obedience to the Roman 
pontif}^ only, fo much refpe^ft was paid to his man- 
dates, as confifted with their own fovereignty and 
interefts. This was well-known at Rome, and 
therefore, the popes had for a great while ufcd only 
intrigue, to carry the points which they had no 
longer power to enforce. The thunders of excom- 
munication had of late flept in the Vatican ; and 

the 
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the menaces of authority given pidee to patefnal 
julmonition. But impotence once difcoirered ptt>- 
vokes infult ; and thit in many inftances the popes 
bad been compelled to wink at, and watch for a 
happier moment to recover their former authority* 
They had parted with none of their claims, ndf 
defcended from their high fupremacy over all pef- 
fons ecclefiafiical or civil, but having loft the 
power of executing their anathema?, and the pillars 
of their throne being no longer upheld by blind 
veneration, every afinine heel was infolently liftc4 
up againft the fick lion. 

What will be the new order of things, and 
whither the rapid changes fuccccding each other 
will lead, time muft difcovcr. The revenues of the 
Church feem to have received an irrecoverable 
(hock ; and power and dignity are faded when not 
fupported by wealth and opinion. The fprcad of 
infidelity and atheifm is vilible, the glimmering of 
gofpcl truth no where apparent. It was faid at 
Milan, a Proteftant Church was opened ; but Ac 
Proteflants of fuch an army muft be a fpuriouK 
race, and can hardly leave any trace of truth be- 
hind them. War is always the parent of wicked- 
nefs. Thofe who have been taught to defpife the 
frauds of popery and its fopperies, even when they 
return to its profeffion will be but half papifts. The 
bands of veneration for fuperiors havQ been loofed 

L4 on 
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GO one fide, and the dread of what is paft will put 
a bridle on the more glaring abufes of authority 
for the future. Though a new pope (hould there'- 
fore be again enthroned and reilored to his capita^ 
^e day of papal dominion feems to bq paft^ and he 
would only fliinc as the fun fhorn of his beams. 1% 
is not a day that gives hope of rcplcni(hing thQ 
coffers of eccleliaftics ; and all falfe piety is funk 
to fo low an ebb, that monafteries will hardly ever 
piorebe founded, or fcarcely repaired. The drpne^ 
of the hive are driven out, and many of them kill- 
ed by the winter's cold. It will not be ealy tp re- 
people the deferted cells — the rifing generation 
bavc learned another leilon ; and Prqtcftantifm is 
not more inimical to monkery than infidelity. 

Hence during the whole of this century no at- 
tempts have been made to pour forth new orders of 
monks upon the world. On the contrary, intereft 
and politics have led to the fuppreffion of mona- 
fteries in all the various nations of popery. The 
life itfelf has loft all the foolifh veneration once at- 
tached to it : thefe cells of celibataries have been 
for a long while filled with the daughters of thofe, 
who could make but a flcnder provifion for them^ 
the younger fons of numerous families, or of the 
peafants, who were ambitious of having an eccle- 



fiaftic among their relations. 



The 



jBent 18.1 THE CHURCH OF CHItlST. 1S3 

The great preferments have long (ince ceafed to 
be the meed of diflingpifhecl merit of any kind* 
They have followed the politics of courts;, fervjsd 
the purpofcs of the prime miniflers ; or been 
beflowed on the relatipns of favourites, and thoie 
who could make intcreft with fuch as had the di(^ 
ppfal of them. Hence lefs of the fpirit of the 
prder hath (limulated the facerdotal tribe; and 
throughout Italy a multitude of men hath arifen 
jbigh in fciencc, and all attainments of human 
literature, fuch as Bolcovitch, Beccaria, and others, 
?;vho have perhaps unintentionally rent the vail of 
ignorance, the covering caft over all that people,, 
and let in fuch a beam of day as hath tended to 
produce more accurate inveftigation^ and confe-^ 
quently to detedl the falfc principles, which cuftom 
had eftablifhed, and thus radically to lap the vene- 
ration for opinions fandlified by long prefcription. 
The ravages which have lately fucceeded, and the 
partizans to democracy which have been gained, can- 
not but add weight to the defcending fcalc. Rome 
may be refcued from its plunderers, and another 
pontiff enthroned, but the fpirit which they have 
diffufed, and the opinions they have difleminated, 
will not be fo eafily eradicated ; and probably pre- 
pare for farther changes. Happy ! if truth and 
righteoufnefs at lafl' fhall lift up their banners at 
Jlome; and that gofpel which Paul preached^ 

and 
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and bift beautiful epiiUe contains, be again the 
l&ngiiage of her minifters^ and the faith of htt 
people. 



SPAIN. 

BEYOND the mountains, the papal power 
Ifeemed even more inveterate!/ eftabliibed, than in 
tbe nearer fubje6ts to the metropolis. During the 
fetgn of jefuitifm, Spain and Portugal exhibited 
countries of fervile obedience, and bigotted fuper- 
liition ; and they are iiill the lad in the train of 
fcietice^ as well as truth. The difputcs, indeed, 
alKNit privileges and immunities, were terminated 
in their favour ; but to need a difpute about na*^ 
tional rights, which they fhould have admitted no 
foreign power to contcft with them, befpoke the 
fiate of fubje^lion in which they had been held. 
No appearance of evangelical dodtrine hath hi- 
therto in thefe lands dared to lift up its bead. 
Tbe inquifition, though lately palfied in its opera- 
tions, was ftill ready to receive every denuncia* 
tton, and fupprefs the firft movements of hereiy. 
The wifer and beft informed, lamented the dread* 
ful injury done to the kingdom of Spain, by ex-^ 
pelling tbe moft ufcful and induilrious of its fub* 
jc61s. Olivcdo, and other patriotic miniftcrs^ en« 
dcavoured to revive tbe torpid ftate pf agriculture, 
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by inviting fomc German Proteftants, with the 
promife of prote^ion, to cultivate the defert lands 
of Sierra Morena : but this fcheme was utterly 
fruftrated, and himfelf brought before the inqui- 
(itors for herefy. A late intelligent traveller, who 
relided fome time in Spain, and had the fidleft op- 
portunity to acquaint himfelf with the flateof re- 
ligion, and the manners of its inhabitants, aflured 
me, that Spain appeared a hundred years in igno* 
ranee behind the other nations of Europe ; but 
in diflipation far exceeded them. The cavaliere 
fervente, now more agreeably occupies the placd 
of the duenna. It would be a diigrace for a wife 
to be feen with her hufband in public : <;ven in 
his own houfe, he never prefumes to intrude into 
the lady's apartment, when her cavaliere attends 
her toilette ; indeed, he is himfelf employed in dii^ 
charging that office with fome other married fe- 
male, without reproach, and without recrimination. 
Yet the offices of piety are performed with won- 
drous regularity. At mafs the cavaliere fervento 
attends his inamorata as a part of his duty ; and a 
lyftem is eftablifhed, of impurity and religion, of 
devotion and profligacy, of which, bad as we fire, 
we have no parallel. Such a country, half over--' 
run with French armies, and fubmitting, by an 
inglorious peace, to become the fatellite of the 
new republic, cannot but be inoculated with their 

principles. 
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principles. The very ftate of their court, the man- 
ner in which the Duke of AJcudia, now the Prince 
of Peace, once a lifeguard-man, lives with the 
Queen ; the imbecillity of the King, and the des- 
potic power of the favourite, all fuggeft the proba- 
bility of changes, which even the rooted bigotry 
of the country will be unable to refift. It is faid, 
very lately, that the inquiiilion is (but up, after 
having for a confiderable while p eafed to entertain 
the people with the pious fpedlaclcs of the auta-^ 
de-fe^ or the folemn burning of thofe convidted of 
heretical pravity : and that now it is forbidden 
to proceed on any farther proccft. It had been 
for fome time before under the check and controul 
of govcrpment. The old woman at Rome can no 
longer cover her babes of blood with her mantle 
of fuperftition. Her inquifitors are fuppreflcd. 
Yet little knowledge or godlincfs have made their 
appearance. The new philofophy, as in other 
countries, has infedted the literati ; and all who 
are fent by the governnient to travel for improve- 
ment, are fure to carry home with them a more 
than proportional (hare of infidelity, together with 
the knowledge and arts which they have acquir- 
ed ; and thus every day the foundations will pro- 
bably be laid for the fame changes as have marked 
her terrible neighbour. 

PORTUGAL. 
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PORTUGAL. 

Portugal, defended by our heretical arm, from 
the eafy conqueft it held out to her more potent 
neighbour, continued in the fame (late of mental 
and political languor and imbecillity. Having 
contributed as much as any court to the expulfioQ 
of the Jefuits, and the extinction of their order, 
fhe has not yet rifen above her long rooted preju- 
dices, and fubjedlion to (acerdotal impofition. % 
am afliired, that it is aftonifhing to fee with what 
robted averfion and abhorrence they behold us as 
heretics, though their defenders, and ftanding ia 
the gap to prevent their being fwallowed up by 
the Spaniards, their enemies. As a 5/^/^, their 
feeblenefs is ready to leave them a prey to the firft 
invader. As a Churchy no place affords a more 
dreary fblitude than Portugal : nor have I heard, 
or read of any effort made, for ages paft, to intro- 
duce a ray of evangelical truth among them. The 
Scriptures are a book fealed, hid, and intcrdidled ; 
gloomy fuperflition fpreads her wings ; ignorance^ 
idolatry, profligacy, and cruelty, brood beneath 
them : not a reforming fpirit dares murmur a 
doubt of the abfurdeft dogmas, or a fuggeflion to 
redrefs the moft glaring facerdotal abufes. Pro- 
bably Portugal and her dependencies \yill be lad 
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158 IMPARTIAL HISTORY OF [Per. 3. 

among the nations reclaimed from ignorance, and 
emancipated from the fcrvitiide of popery. 



FRANCE. 

Comparatively, France has long been but half 
tlie fubjedt of Rome : always contending for her 
gallican liberties, though jefuitical influence ob- 
tained great facrifices : yet fuch was the difoon- 
tent, and fuch the decifions of the clergy in this 
kingdom, that fome occafion of frefh provocation 
only was wanting to have withdrawn them long 
fince wholly from the Romi(h yoke. Nothing 
could fpeak this language Itronger, than the pro- 
pibfal made by the famous Dupin, with other doc- 
tors of the Sorbonne, to our Archbifliop 
AN. 1720. Wake, for the union of the churches ; 

and though the matter proceeded not 
to any formal treaty, yet the preliminaries which 
were mentioned by the gallic clergy, as matters 
conccdable, fhew that the proje6l was difappoint- 
cd more by court intrigues, and the fear of the 
prime miniftcr, that wretch Dubois, lofing his 
cardinaFs hat, than from any averfion which the. 
Callican Church Rulers fecm to have had to fet up 
for tbemfelves. 

Whethw policy or candor contributed to the 
cba^gc^ after the death of Louis the Fourteenth, the 
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Proteftants ifiet with milder treatment in France j 
their meetings were connived at by the govern- 
ment ; and where a malignant bifhop would havt 
put the laws in force againft them, he was often 
withheld by the fear of difplealing his fupcriors : 
and thus without toleration, nay, in the face of the 
moft tyrannical laws, they aflembled, and often in 
great multitudes. I think a friend of mine, not 
many years ago, attended their preaching in a 
wood, not far from Nifmes, whereabout ten thou* 
(and were fuppofed to be prefent, without the lead 
interniptibn. This fpifit of lenity had much en- 
creafcd after the dcfiru(%ion of the Jefuits ; and a 
(cheme of toleration was fpoken of, and generalljf 
approved, before the late convulfions fhook the 
State to its centre, and the Church to the groundii 
and for a while deftro)nng all worfhip, left every 
man to his own religion. 

It is very natural, that the Proteftants, lb long 
and grievoufly oppreilcd, fhould lend a cordial 
hand to a revolution, which muft reftore them t4 
an equality with their fbllew'^citiztns ; and tbA 
their hatred of Rorhe fhbuld make them t^dceid 
her fall : and if I may believe tlte alTtfrancea df 
the emigrant pricfts, the Janffeniftis rttidily took 
the oaths to government, and the cburches frtntt 
whence they were expelled. In all rny refbtTches 
I have never been able, among the ttMiHitttd^ I 
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converfcd with, to meet one Janfeaift emigrant 
prieft, though I greatly deliFtjd it. Probably they 
were not lorry to fee their oppreflbrs humbled, 
however grieyed they^ight be ain the events to 
behold all religion overturned. 

As perfeA toleration is faid to be allowed to all 
who are careful not to interfere with government, 
I fhould hope fome focietics of real Chriftians ftill 
edify one another, whilft they drop a tear over the 
miferies of their country, and figh for peace. 

- * 
The dciplations wrought by republican princi- 
ples, as well as arms,, have been, as we have feen, 
the pnncipal means of the deftrudion of the papal 
power among the nations which the French have 
overrun. In their owji land tlie whole fabric of 
popery is levelled, and hardly nominal and confti- 
tutional bifliops remain. Liberty is the only fhrine 
profefled to be frequented by Frenchmen ; with- 
out perceiving the chains under which they groan, 
fhe flaves of corruption, and the tools of the am- 
bitious. But God wilt bring good out of all the 
evil permitted, and a glorious Church fhall com&. 
fprth, I trull and pray,' from the furnace, when 
the drofs of popery and fuperflition, and a worldly 
iandluary (hall be purged away " by the fpirit of 
"judgment, and by the fpirit of burning." It is 
iaid^ that three million of pcrfons profdiing Pro- 
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tdlbntiim fiill remain in France, ^jOjiig^ I ihould 
think their numbers Maggerat^. Hq^ numemiKi 
the Janfeniftd may be, I am unacquainted ; iti^ 
would certainly welcome re(brmatiofi. The ainat-» 
ing influx of foreign Proteftants, oa a peace, c^* 
not fail to be great : and if t)iere be no dominant 
date religion, and a regular clergy maintained, by 
the public ; or at leaft, if free toleration be grautt* 
ed to all, I have, no doubt, the better half of tj}d 
kingdom, whatever government Tt\ay finally .be 
eftablifhed, will continue the profefEon of Chrifti* 
anity under ibme form s and fbp^ld even monarchy 
be reflpred with the hierarchy, thie vety ilate 4^ 
fbiQ nation will . probably require ipiny modifica- 
tbnsyapd at leaft fome fuch pHvi^ges astbeedid 
of Nantes admitted. I am fro0 to copfff^oiy i^ 
preheniions, that true eyaogfjif^al nelpg^on will pot 
as yet be generally that of France or of any ot^ 
country ; I can only hop^ that fKfppry, may ^a(t 
to have the afcendant, though tolerated like tho- 
rcfi, and fufFered to die a. natural, and not a vio«- 
lent death. I am feeking t\it Church of the. firil* 
l^om, whoTe namcs.are written in J^vcn ; and ;I 
truft it will be foijody " when the IjOfd^writetb up 
*^ the people, that this and that man were bom " 
" tiered 

Nothing can be more defolate than the prefcnt 

fiate of the Church in France ; on the lidc of pro- 
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foifion of godlincfs fcarcely any aJipMi^ ; if there 
be any real Chriflianity remaining, it is concealed : 
the torrent ftill runs ib flrong againft all religion; 
Oil the fide <if morals nothing can be more de- 
plorable. A military government and its fupporters, 
ihare the' f|)oil8 of the crown; the nobles, and eo* 
clefiaftics; and fpend with equal prodigality what 
they have acquired by means fo unjuft. The 
churches are deferted and (hut up; new play- 
houies, and places of entertainment, are opened 
and crowded. Divorce is allowed on the moil 
frivolous pretexts ; find ■ thus the fandlity of mar- 
mgc deftroyeA : the diflbiution^ of manners pro* 
duces no ihaMe, when countenanced by general 
practice and apprbbation. 'Republican virtue in 
France is ver/*'dMierent from the Item, auflere, 
and fruigal nmhhers of ancient Rome. They copy 
the luxurious Sybarites ; and what they hold by a 
tenure, probably as precarious as unjuft, they wifh 
to employ in prefent enjoyment : a few, perhaps, 
providently lay up a hoard for an evil day. The 
getieral, eflablifhed, and faftiionable fyftem evi- 
dently is, to live without God in the world^ and 
eat and drink becauie to-morrow they die. 
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AUSTRIA. 

AusTiiiA> always a bigotted adherent to the 
Romifh pontiff^ during a ereat part of this cen- 
tury, beheld the iceptre fwayed by a woman, who,, 
though compelled to fupport her tottering autho- 
rity, by Proteflant illiances, ceafed not her fervile 
fubje^tion to ecdefijiftical fuperftitions. She was 
a rigid C^hoiicy and a devotee : but the fpread of 
contagious infidel philofophy penetrated her court, 
and feized upon her fucceilbr. Unable, during 
her life-time, to take any ileps, as (he was too jea- 
lous of her authority to permit ihterpo(ition,Jofepb, 
her fon, meditated deiignls to be executed ibe mo- 
ment of her deceafe* Emuloiis of Ibe &meof the 
great Frederic, the rival and pl«uidenerbf his houfe, 
he planned conquefts over his Ottoman neigh- 
bours, and the fpoil of the ufclefs convents. His 
violent reforms convulfed his diftant provinces* 
Having deftroyed the* barrier totf ns, and fuppreiled 
many of the religious houfcs^ he* ruined his own 
defences whilft he alienated the afie^ions of his 
bigotted fubje<fts. The fpirit of revolt followed. 
Difappointment broke his fpirits ; his health fuf* 
fered in his Turki(h campaigns, and he fell the 
martyr to his own ambitious projects ; leaving the 

M 2 Nether- 
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Netherlands in a (late of convulfion> preparative 
to all the miferies to which they have iince been 
expofed. 

Yet Rome feverely fafFered. The fuppliant Pope 
vifited'the infidel Emperor^ in hop^ to obtain by 
^reaty^ what he could no loDger command by 
'anathemas. He came too late : the day of his iin 
fluence was paiied with the niothen The fon waa 
'a Papift of a cUfierent religioa'; and cliofe to pur- 
fue bis own^ purpofes, very unconcerned about th^ 
Jriterefts of the Church ; fo the old man returned 
98 be came. ^ I .om not fure whether he left his 
1)eqedidion or his.maledidlioii behind him. To 
Joieph they would be exadlly of tbe fame import. 
But thafe things lobfened the foundations of papal 
authority: dafpifed^ and without influence^ tbe 
cPope filentiy fuhmittcd, and Auftria paid him only 
fuch refpedt as fuitbd her own intereft or inclina- 
tion. Thus every Iwhere. the bands of allegiance 
.were broken ; slnd if true religion fo(^nd no pro* 
tedlion, tbepontslT/unk into cont^rnpt^ though 
.popery ranainedk ,r n ^ 
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bcred among the nations. Poland, long the prey: 
to ambitious competitors for an cle6live foverrign- 
ty, hath fallen into the claws of three eagles, that 
have divided the fpoil between tbem. For this fb- 
vcreignty, Auguflus of Saxony,' bafely bartered his 
religion, and with the throne of^ Poland annexed^ 
to his hereditary dominions, Hoped to tranfmit 
tbem together to his family. The popery remain* 
—the throne is loft. Are they afhamed to return- 
again to the Broteftant pale^ lince their heads have 
eeafed to wear ^ crown ? 

In the treaty of OHv^, guaranteed by the adjoin* 
ifig ix)wers, the Polefe admitted the toleration of 
diflideots of all denominations. The moil numelw 
ous body of thefe was of the Greek • Chunchy 
though there were many of other ' tommunious^ 
Lutherans, and reformed. Even the Jctrs in no 
fmall number found protc<Stion in Poland: but 
the dominant religion remained popifh, always in- 
f6lcnt, and often, oppreffive. Intcftinc divifidni^ 
bred by ambition, ^ent the land. A patriot kitigt 
labouring to enlarge the bounds of liberty,: ' waS 
imable to controul the fpirit of polifh licentious 
ncfi. The intrigues of t^ifors to their colmtry 
fiHl ravaged the provinces, and theti called itriitd 
from tbofe who- only meant' t^ carve for thism^ 
felves. The-tnibitity t6'^r§llflf' thcfe mtniding 
* * M^ neighbours 
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neighbours became evident, from the firft partition' 
of the country. The remainder refted not long an 
independent fovereignty. The three mighty mo- 
narchs of Ruflia^ Aaftria, and Pruffia, agreed ta 
divide the whole between them for ske good of the 
feopkj dethroned the worthy Poniatowiki^ and 
parcelled out his dominions according to their fe-- 
Yeral conveniencies and contiguity. An a^ the 
mod unprincipled, the mod atrocious, and iuch as 
never was committed' by the r^oft infamous rob-^ 
ber which the gallows ever bore : but they were 
emperors and kings, and to fufpeft their juftice, 
would' be treaibn;a^inft their majefty. Religion 
could be^ no obj^', of theirs; ^nd fo, eventually^ 
the. caufe of Gtxt aqd truth wa» benefited by their 
ambition. Popery no longer pofleflcd the power, 
or jevcnueSy which could make it formidable. Each 
fovereign took what he liked, and Qnly left fuch a 
proviiion for religious worihip as his own liberality 
allowed. Toleration was a neceilary con(equence« 
A Proteftant and .& Greek mud prevent their fub- 
jeds from the. oppreflions of popery ; and a Ca- 
tholic monarch bimfelf was compelled, politically 
tOiafibrd the fame indulgence, that he might not 
Ipfer.the Protedants or Greeks, who could fo caiily 
])ave. jbakj^n refuge with their neighbours and coun^. 
tryiQien. Thus the earth helped the woman. Nq 
moteiinoney went to Rome^— no more, dominioi^ 
: ' ' i could 
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could (he exercife. They who had ieized the lai^ds^ 
chofe thcinfelves to exercife the fupremacy. Thus 
Poland became loft to Rome as a kingdom of its 
dependence ; and the fubjeiSts, barring the nation^ 
injudice committed]^ became certainly capable of 
enjoying more happinefs and religious liberty thao 
ever before. I am confidering the,i:eal Church of 
God as the deiireable objec^l^ and as fuch^ hope 
that much has been gained by th^ fubjugation of 
Poland : and^ that in the great iyflem of true reli-> 
gion^ this event may: be reckoned among thc^ 
.which are aufpicious ; as cafting down the barriers 
of papal power and perfecutiQn, and opening fi 
freer courfe for the word of God, where it may run 
and be glorified^ 

GERMANY. 

The princes and prelates of the popi(h commu* 
nion, true to their principles, during a great pait 
of this century, continued to opprefs and ^ harrais 
their pnoteflant fubjcdls, and to compel numerous 
emigrations. Such were the poor Palatlns^ whoin 
our hofpitable land received ; and the SalixburgherSy 
who found an afylum in Holland, and Prullia, and 
otjber countries around them. Will men, will tho^ 
profe0in£ the name of Chriftians, for ever bite and 

M4 devour 
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devour one anbther? Shall* bigotry, blind to it« 
ofwn* intercft, glut its malice by murdering its bed 
liibjedb ? But rtmonih^nce is vain, where popevy^ 
My intent on furious converfions, will hear nd 
rtply, but turn or burn. Yet, in the progrefs of 
y^^Bt% a gentler i^t hatb dtitered, the increafe of 
XnbwltU^ attcf i£b philofophic inflltiencc diffiifed, 
likti6 itmtleir^ mexiihore tolenuit, if not more re- 
figious ! they ai* become wifiJr, if rtot better ; and 
Ibi* iotht f iWfr hive ceafed (b bitterly to goad thofc 
'^hob it 'oiigbt to have been their firft care to 
dherifh. Matters aite, indeed, Jaft now wonderfully 
'tojbroiled; ifi tbe prdbnt finkihg flate of the 
tJhurth of Rotne^ it is moW thSsin probable, that 
Germany will &e ibme of its Catholic epifeopets 
exchanged for temporal principalities ; and not inw 
poffible but that the matters of religion may be 
put out of the queftion ; irhd the biOioprics own 
fubjedlion to proteftant princes : and if this altera- 
tTon of governors introduce a more general tolera- 
tion, jand the banifhment of peWecutiori for con- 
icience fa^e, t^at is all which true reh'gion feeftiis 
or wifhes, and the Church of Chrift Will be fo far 
advantaged. 

* * 

On the whole, from this review of the Romifh 
JCbiinsh^ and the particular members of which it 
is' cooipofcd^ I think it evidently appearar ^^ ^^^ 

caufc 
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Muie of God and truth has wonderfully advanced 
in the general icale of the nations, owning fubjec* 
tim to, pr rather in union with, Rome. Her 
power is weakened,* her riches difiipated, her fuh^ 
jedls diminiihed, and her fall, I hope, approach* 
ing. When this-^defireable evtBt (hall be don*»- 
fummated. He only knows, wIk> iitt^th on the 
throne^ rides in the whirfw!tfdy and dif^s thb 
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CHAP. IV. 

^ our TK£ GIlBqC A.XI> EASTERN CHUKCHE^. 

THJ^tv^y littUxKymnHiQication which fublifis 
between Europe and the greater part of the 
Ottoman Empire, affords few materials for the his- 
tory of the Greek Church ; which, funk into fer- 
^tude and oppreflion under the Ottoman yoke, 
and covered with ignorance, hardly lifts its head 
to obfervation. Yet, notwithftanding its inferiority, 
this body refufes to coalefce with Rome, and ob- 
ftinatcly repulies all efforts of fubjugation : nor 
has that all-grafping fee been more fuccefsful with 
the Neflorians and Monophyfites, who fteadily 
maintain their independence, both of Rome and of 
Conftantinople. In the humiliating circumftances 
of thefe Chriftians, little efforts can be hoped, fuch 
as diftinguifhed them formerly in the extenfion of 
the Chriftian pale. Yet it muft be noted, that the 
number of Chriftians colledlively under the Otto- 
man government is ftill immenfe ; and though 
ffjueezed and drained by the Turkifh bafhaws, as 
indeed arc all the other fubjedls, yet they are al- 
lowed the uninterrupted enjoyment of their reli- 
gion ^aod churches. And if you would judge by the 

proverbj, 
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proverb, " as cnony as a Greek,", which is.faid. to 
be thetr natural difpofition to this day, they cpn-r 
trivc to bear their burdens wit|^qut loling their ^U 
vacity. During tk: late commotions and furipus 
attack of the Ruflians on the Turkifh empire, they 
found cordial afliflance from iho Greeks in the 
Morea, who would havc.fejoiced,to haye feen their 
religion triumphant. .And the fai|[)e.was faidof tho 
Cophts in Egypt, that they wifhcd tO: have wel- 
comed them there ; and had the famous Ali Bey 
been fupported in his rebellion, the Qonfequence$ 
to the Ottoman empire might have been more, 
fatal : as it was, after many a difaftrous conflidl, and 
parting with vaft provinces contiguous to Ruflia, 
as the price of peace, Greece and the Ifles of the 
Archipelago, where the Rulfian flept,rode triumph- 
ant, were abandoned ; the poor Greeks returned,to 
the houfe of their prifpn, and their dream of hal-* 
cyon days vani{hed. From all that can be colledl- 
ed of thofe whom war or curiofity have led to vifit 
thcfe regions, the flatc of religion among them is 
miferably low ; reduced to fuperilitious forms and 
obfervances ; and the papas or priells little better 
informed than the p^ple. 

• ■.■•4 . . V'^Ui \». . .»ri- 

In Egypt the farjap ignoranc^ prevails, and the 
fame depreffion,:^jQt.t^y have fiill churches and 
nionafteries prcfyy^dj^ij^jri^rate.- Their poverty 
probably is tl^eir beft.p.ij^te^ion,^ .^ . 

All 
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All attempts to carry the gofpel into Abyffinia 
KsTD failed/ as we have mentioned; and the laft 
etnh&ffy planned at Rome proved as ]neiFe(5luaI as 
an the former. Even the Mora#in brethren; thofc 
indefatigable fervants of the heathen, were unable 
to efFe<5l that defign ; and after abortive effbrts, were 
compelled to return to Grand Cairo : from whence, 
hy leave of the patriarchy they vifitcd the Cophts 
at BchruUcr, and formed a fmall focicty, that was 
very hopeful t but the inteftine divifions and con- 
fiidts in the year 1783, drove them from the coun- 
try, and compelled their return to Europe. 

One entertaining and adventurous traveller of 
our own, aloae has penetrated the country, and 
returned to tell the ftory, as marvellous in many 
inflances^ as bearing authentic marks of truth. 
The motley Chriftianity ftill pra6tifed among the 
Abyflinians, will hardly be admitted to defcrve that 
appellation. As to any thing which has the fem- 
blance of fpiritual religion^ it feems unknown. Sa- 
vage in manners^ cruel, involved in pfcrpcttial con- 
teds, they fcarcely maintain any profeiRon worth 
the name of godlinefs, though abundant in fuper- 
ftitton : and thetr jealouiy of Grangers is fo great, 
and the danger of vifiting them fo imminent, that 
few will be ever tempted to tread in Bruce*s fteps. 
His medical ikill procured him' favour ; and he 
4^aim8 to have accompliihcd the objedl of his 

journey. 



Gent. 18.] .THE CHU|i,CH OP CH&iST. .173 

journey, the difcovery of the fountain head of the 
Nile. Shall an objedl like that, however, engQge 
fuch perfcverancc and zeal ; and (hall not the 
greater objccls of the everlaftii]^ gofpcl awakeii 
fomc adventurous fpirits once more to tempt the 
dangers of the dcfert ; and fcek to revive the re- 
mcmbrancc of him, who was c;arly known, and 
obeyed even in Abyflinia ? Surely yet there ia 
hope- 
In number of churches, Brace fays, no country 
ctin equal them. Every great man cancels his 
crimes by building one in his life time, or by leav- 
ing a fum for that purpofc at his death : and every 
field of battle has an erection by the conqueror to 
pelebrate his vidory. The number of ecclefia flics 
is confiderable, as may be fuppofcd, and there are 
many monaderies, but the buildings are far from 
tnagnifioent. The churched are thatched, and 
rounds and the fummit a cone. They are fupport- 
ed on wooden pillars, with the roof projed^ing to 
form a covered walk. They are full of wretched 
pidlurcs, hot na image, nor any thing emboiled is 
permitted wHIiin : orcumcifion and ma.ny pther 
Jewiih rites are in ufe among the Abyflimans. 
The iacramentris adminiileFed io both kinds,; aftd 
the gofpels ^ead through, gnce « ye<ir: iii the fervice. 
The fuperior is cidled At^i^ ; ^V^'^t^F^- i^Qorance, 
bigotry, and fupcrftxtion arc equal to any part of 

the 
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the Greek Church, and probably greater; The 
Romifh miflionaries have been fo rudely treated, 
and the difficulty of penetrating the country is fo 
great, that they will hardly attempt it again. 



THE RUSSIAN CHURCH 

Exhibits an immenfe body, and the efforts which 
have been made to extend her bounds through 
Siberia to the fea of Okotik and Oonalafka ; and 
to the oppofite coafts of America, have carried the 
Greek ceremonies to thefe vaftly diftant regions, 
as well as to the Tartars fouthward, and to the 
Samo'iedcs in the north. But this hath been done 
by the ambition of a Catherine, to extend her do- 
minion, rather than with any miflionary zeal to 
fpread the knowledge of Chriftianity. As yet the 
date of that country, however incrcafing in ac- 
quifitions of knowledge and civilization, affords no 
remarkable fpccimens, of which at Icaft I am in- 
formed, of eminent religion. Their worfhip and 
ceremonies are full of fupcrftition, and the mere 
performance of their ritual is all their devotion* 
The noted intemperance of priefts and people 
ipeaks a very low ilate of religious pradlice. They 
are hardly yot c(nerging from barbarifm, at a dif- 
tance from the' ^^Itals ; and nota-fittlc of their 
jMicient pagan^iD mingles vith tfibhr Cbriilianity. 
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The Rojkolnlkl formerly mentioned, or as they 
now call thcmfelves the Stafov'erfti^ or believers 
according to the old faith, are a nitSnerous body^ 
cfpecially in Siberia, amor!^^he Don Coflacka^ 
and in many pf the fouthern parts of Afia. With 
them PugatfchefF, who gave fuch an alarm to Ca- 
tharine II. took refuge : and their pad fufFerings 
from the dominant church, and rooted avcrfion to 
the eftabliftied hierarchy and ceremonies, led them 
to be his mod zealous partifans. They have bi(hop3 
and pricfts among them, who baptife and miniiler 
thcTommunion, but as they have fuflfered To much, 
ancf'are (fill perftfcutcd, they are obliged as much 
as poffible tfe condcfal themfelves. Of their difci- 
plinc and principles, I have found no explicit ac- 
count, though I {hould augur well of tbem, if the 
relation before me is to be depended upon, that the 
hordes of Coflacks are extremely bigqtted to pure 
Brthodoxy. I confefs I have fome fufpicions, this 
may mean a very different idea from that af&xed to 
it in the Hiftory of the Church we have beep dc^ 
fcribing. However, the courage of onc-of their 
priefts named Toma deferyes obfervation. He went 
to Mofcow, and boldly preached againft the invo- 
cation of faints. Being threatened by the clergy^ 
his zeal fired him to take an ax^ and entering i 
church, to hew in pieces the images of St. Alexius 
and the Virgin. He was fei^ed Snd condemned 
firll to have his ri|ght band confumed in tbe'fire^ 

and 
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and afterwards to be burnt alive. A fentence 
^hich he fuffi^red with the moft fedate fortitude, 
continuing ia the flames to teilify . againfl the 
abufes of the dowimtt church. 



In the Greek communion, the fame bigotted 
hatred of all who differ from tbem appears as in 
the Romifh, and the priefts would gladly perfecute, 
if the liberality and good fenfe of the different fuc- 
ceilive monarchs, and particularly of the lad in* 
famous and infidel, though wife and politic woman, 
had not made it a maxim of govcrnmenttotolente 
all religions ; and to invite into their vaft^but U||Dly 
peopled dominions, perfops of all dcnQininations. 

This hath eventually opened a door for the 
entrance of evangelical truth. Several fettlementa 
of German Protefiants have been eflablifhed on 
the Wolga. A Church of Moravian brethren hath 
been formed at Sarepta, near Aflrachan, with a view 
to a miflion among the Cal mucks. Finding their 
attempts ineffcdlual, they have diredled their at- 
tention to their German brethren, who were not 
very .far diftant from them, with happier aufpiccs. 
By their means fcveral evangelical Lutheran mini- 
ilers..have been fettled among the colonifts and fo- 
cieties formed of real Chriftians, adorning the 
doarine pf God our Saviour, by their exemplary 
conveiiaiion. 

A more 
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A more fiicccfsful effort hath alfo been made by 
thcfc zealous brethren in Livonia, an4 the adjacent 
iflands in the Baltic under the Ruffian government. 
Societies have there been eftalfflWied, in fellowfliip 
with the Moravians, and attended by them, though 
hot feparated from the Lutheran communion, but 
remaining under their own paftors 5 and thefe are 
faid to amount to twenty thoufand perfbns. 

t hdpt tnOT6 at large to detail in ilU place the 
labours and fuccefs of thefe faithful fervants of ouf 
SavkJIit thrfeughout the world. Though not join- 
td iifkh ttfem in ^church order, and differing iti 
fom^ fentimtjhts of religious truth, I feel myfelf 
bound from near forty years acquaintance with 
knatiy of the brethffeti, to fpeak of thofe whom 1 
have knowtVi %is men fuH of faith and of the Holy 
GHoft^ and ttiily devoted to the work and fervicd 
of our crucified Lord. I am pcrfedlly convinced 
of the unfhithful reports of a Rimius, excluded 
from their fociety for immorality ; as of a War- 
burton, a Lavington, and the tranflatdr of Mo- 
(heim, who have adopted the calumnies of fb pre- 
judiced an accufcr.* 

^ I am informed that the impure and malignant note in- 
fertcd by the tranftator of Mofheim, againib /^ brethren^ in 
his ccdefiaftical liiftorv, he would from conviction of ita 
injuilice have expunged ; but the copy being (hown to the 

Vou III. N authof 
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'With, peculiarities, perhaps fome of them ex- 
ceptionable, yet admitting no fuch hnpure ideas as 
thefc men have impute^ to them, the more the 
principles of the brethren are truly known, and the 
more intimately their lives arc fcrutinized, the more 
will they be acknowledged among the few faithful 
who follow thQ Lamb of God in the regeneration. 

The RufTiah Church has led me into this di- 
grcflion ; within whofe precindls I can find no ob- 
kj6l>. ou whiph I am ^ble, to dwell with- fuch com-^ 
pj.acence as on the labours .of. the Moraviau bre- 
threri* They fe.em.to afford the ojply pleafingipeci-r 
men? of tt)Ht fpiritual Chriftianity which is the fujjr- 
jedl of thcfc en,quiries. . Fxqm. the Greek Church 
nl^ the hreikrm derive tjif ir.qrjgin ; though having 
revived from the lowed (late of decay in the bofom 
of the Lutherans, and moft correfpondiug in ^eli^ 
gious opinions, with the confeffion of Augiburg, 
y:ith them they will moft properly be claflcd,: and 
come under confidcration in the next chapter. 

author of the divine legation^ the bifhop engaged him to let it 
flandy and there it remains, a monument of the bitternefs^ 
bigotiy, and falfchood of thefe accufcrs of the brethren. 
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CHAP. V. 

■ »i 

'bHE LUTHERAN CHURCH. 

An. rr^HE treaty of Weftpbalia hrrd placed tb« 
1()48. Jl Lutheran cau(e on fo folid a.bafis, as 
could not eaiily be (haken. Peace and jfecurity 
produced a too common efFc6t, decleofipn. Their 
Church continued in the profellion of the fam^ 
dodrines and eftablifhed formularies; it ufed the 
fame ceremonies, and nominally fupported the 
fame difcipline ; but. awful departures ^from both^ 

m 

jnarked how much under the fame name the reality 
of religion may be changed, without, its ; being 
gcncrarlly. perceived.: Offenders *agam(l morals were 
pretty nearly overlooked, and all. the fuperior rankf 
in life raifcd abovQ fubmidion to any -ecclvnaflica^ 
.cenfure. Nor were the miniftcrs themfclves very 
ready to give the- faithful rebuke, much lefs to de- 
nouiiqe the reb^lljous. Thofe who defied their 
pallors, and could defend themfclves by wealthy 
mflucuce and intcreft, had nothing to apprehend j 

* 

and as Mofhcim remarked, all ecclefiaftical re- 
firaint of offenders loft its power, and they triumph* 
ed in impunity. The do(5lrinc alio profcflcd an4 
fubfcribed as from the beginning, underwent s 
very confiderable change in the mijnds of the pror 

N2 fcflbrs; 
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feflbrs ; among whom the progrcfs of philofophy 
had been great; and who adopted the more 
fafhionable, and mifcalled rational divinity. The 
doSrines of free grace ^ of jiiftification by faith alone ^ 
SLtid prede/lination^Tcqu\Tcd too much implicit credit, 
and too little mathematical demonftration, and 
tnetaphylical reafoning to fuit the wife men of that 
day. The diflference between Luther on the Gala- 
tians, and the fermons and expofitions of modern 
Lutherans, pretty nearly refemblcd thofe of our 
own divines, compared with the thirty-nine articles, 
and the aflcmbly*s catechifm. 

- The Ffttifls zt Halle, with profeflbr Francke at 
their head, continued to maintain much of the life 
of true religion among them, and fome educated 
there, fpread the favour of. divine grace through 
different parts of Germanic They encountered 
much oppofition from their bigotted, pharifaica! 
or philofophical brethren, and were expofed to 
much obloquy for their rigid maxims, and refolute 
rejc6lion of all unhallowed conforniity to the man- 
ners and amufcments of a wicked world. But as 
the century advanced the fervor of pietifm abated, 
Bnd iniquity abounding, the love of many waxed 
cold. The general body of the Lutheran Church 
•funk into a Laodicean (late, and all their zeal was 
expended on maintaining the forms and formula 
of Lutfaeranifm inftead of the fpirit of Chriftianity. 

Many 
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Many ranked high as profound fcholars^ and ia- 
defatigable fludents^ and were more diftinguiflied 
by fcicntific attainments^ than for vigorous eifort$r 
to preach and teach Jefus Chrift. The infidel phi- 
loibphy had too generally diffufcd its fatal miaC-* 
mata, and infected the mafs of literati ; the no- 
bles, who looked down on the vulgar herd ; the 
profeflbrs of law and phyiic ; and the army, who 
prided themfelveson their rejection of educational 
prejudices^ and thought it a proof of fuperior at« 
tainmexit, to be wife above what was written. 

This fpreading contagion received efpecial adli* 
yity under the patronage of the famous, or infam- 
ous Frederic, the great ^ in infidelity. Other fove- 
reigns were proud to refemble him ; the men of 
the mod atheiftical cafi became the admired oracleg 
of the age. From this fpawn crawled forth the 
new feds of Wiftiaupt and Kant, with their illu- 
mines, avowing their obje6l to exterminate the 
Chriftian name and worftiip ; and terrifying man^ 
kind with the monfiers bred from this hebridoua 
race of Philofophers and Thedfophifts, 

Robinfon and Baru^ have followed them in'o 
their lurking holes, and unveiled fome of their 
myfteries and anarchical defigns to cover the earth 
with revolutions and blood (lied ; not that I ihink 

N3 io 
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fb much of the mifchief done iS to* be imputed to 
them, as thefe fuppofe. Allowing them all pofliblc 
malignity, their power could not reach to the ex- 
tent thefe authors have fuggcfted ; nor were many 
of the perfons on whom Barucl pours out his vials 
of wrath deferving his ccnfurcs. Too partial to his 
jefuit friends, he would avenge their quarrel ; and 
by endeavouring to prove too much, weakens the 
Ibrce of his own arguments. Montefquieu afllir- 
edly ranks on a very different line from Roufleau ; 
and Nccker and Turgot dcfcrvc not to be reckon- 
ed among the pefls of mankind — but popery is 
popery ftill, under all its humiliations. 

Yet the Lord had not forfakcn the earth, nor 
left his truth without witncffcs. Some prcfen'cd 
the purity of the faith amidll the too general apof- 
tacy. In different parts of Germany, Sweden, and 
Denmark, were found pailors after the great Shep- 
herd's mind, who fed the flock of Chrift w'ith the 
finqere niilk of the word. And though, as the 
century advanced, the light of truth grew more 
obfcure, and the caiife of Chrift feemed much to 
decay, of late, fymptoms of hapi^y revival have ap- 
peared in various parts^ and the daring front of 
barefaced infidelity has roufed the dormant zeal 
of many to lift up the flandard of the crofs againft 
the floods of impiety. 
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Among thofe peculiarly diftinguiftied for their 
Chriftian zeal, one choice body of confeflbrs of the 
evangelical dodtrincs has arifcn in the bofom of the 
Lutheran Church ; and from fmall beginnings 
growing into eminence of excellence, claims a par- 
ticular mention. No name of profeffing Proteftants 
in our day has difplayed more fervent zeal for the 
Lamb of God, and the charaderiftic principles of 
Chriftianity, as connedled with his blood (bedding 
for us, than the Mon avian Bkethben. Under a 
long feries of pcrfccution and opprcflion from the 
bigotry of popery, they had been reduced to the 
lowed ebb of mifcry, and the few fcattered rem- 
nants of that name feemed fall approaching to ut* 
ter extinction, when, from the duft of death, the 
Moravian Church fprang, as the fabled phoenix 
from her aflies, and acquiring frefh fplendor from 
the flames, went forth to call back their Lutheran 
brethren to the Angfbiirg Confeffion, to the eflfcn- 
tial dodtrines of revelation, and to a life of greater 
purity than was generally in vogue. They met, as 
will be the cafe with all who rife up to witnels 
againft a wicked world that its deeds arc darknefe, 
many an abufer : and if the charges laid againft 
them ^cre to be implicitly received, they would 
become objedls of horror and averfion, inftead of 
living witnefTes for the CHViftian doctrine. Hap- 
pily they are now better known, and their enemies 
jire found liars. Miftakes were magnified into 

J^ 4 crimcSj 
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crimes^ and expreffioos ill uqdeFftoQd3 xeccived an 
interpretation the very reverfe of what the brethren 
intended ; nor is it needful to vindicate peculiari-r 
ties in their difciplinei which hayc given the han-: 
die of abufe and ridicule to their maligner^. It i^ 
fufficjent to obferve^ that in the great fundamcn-: 
tab of ChriOianity, th^y have difplayed a zeal tq 
promote tlie do61rinc of (alyation by Jefus Chrift;| 
which hath produced the happieft effedls, not only 

■ 

in Europe^ but throughout the world. In their 
lives and converfation$^ thofe who have known 
them beft, without having formed any union with 
them as a Churchy will acknowledge that they are 
not only blamelefs and harmlefs, but eminently 
exemplary. Let us give therefore honour where 
honour is due, and never fufFer prejudice to mifre- 
prefent any denomination of our truly Chriftian 
brethren, becaufe they gather not with us. 

The ftate of the Moravian Church in the prcr 
fent century, forms a prominent feature in the 
happy revival of evangelical religion ; and juftly 
claims a niche in that temple of the living God^^ 
which is the objeil of our prefent furvey. 

An. 1722. Difperfcd, diftrcfled, reduced to the 
loweft ebb, overwhelmed by the perfecutions of 
popery in Bohemia, Moravia, and Sileiia, under 
the bigot Auftrians, the Church of the Brethren, in 

the 
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the beginning of the century had nearly .difapr- 
peared, and their light Teemed ready to be put oul^ 
in Ifract : but few men were left, and they of little^ 
eftimation in this world ; and no where could tbej 
find reft or eftabliftiment. In this extremity, three 
or four poor families, under the fpiritual fuperin- 
tcndcnce of that venerable man of God, Christiait 
David, migrated from Moravia into upper Lufa- 
tia, in fearch of fome fequefterpd corner of the 
learth, where hid from popi(h perfecution, they 
plight wor(hip Go:l our Saviour in peace and pu- 
rity. At the village of Bcrthclfdorff, belonging to 
the fince well-known Count Zinzendorpf, they 
met from his ftcward, Heizt, an hofpitable recep- 
tion. The Count himfelf was at the court of DreC- 
den ; but, on being informed q( the arrival of the 
(emigrants, he gave orders to encourage them ; they 
were affifted to build cottages for their families, 
and fome uncultivated lands were allotted to them^ 
which their iqduftry fqon rendered produ6live. 

The Count himfelf, with his relation fiABoar 
Watteville, had been educated at the univ^r- 
(ity of Halle ; and very early imbibed a happy tinc- 
ture of the Pietifm long retained in that feminary. 
The manners of the refugees were fo congenial with 
his own, as to engage his foftering afte6lion : this 
drew others of the fame fraternity to join their bre- 
thren ; and a new village arofc^ called Hernhutb^ 

tbe 
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the cradle of the reviving Church of the Mora«» 
vians, whofe increale hath been fince fo blefled, 
and for which the heathen efpecially fhall praifc 
Him, who can produce the greateil efFedls by in- 
ftruments the inoft apparently feeble and inadc- 
auate. ' 

Under the patronage of Count ZinzcndorfF, and 
his worthy paftor, Rothe, the infant colony con- 
tinued to profper, and fpread its branches through 
GernDany, Denmark, Holland, England, and Ame- 
rica. The Count himfelf, a zealous Lutheran, at 
firft defired they would unite with the eftabliftied 
Church at BcrthelfdorfF: but the brethren preferred 
adherence to their ancient regimen. Finding him- 
felf unable to prevail with them, to recede from 
their own form of ecclefiafiical government, he 
after much deliberation agreed, that they (hould 
obferve the Moravian ritual : and though he him- 
felf continued in communion with the Lutheran 
Church to his dying day, he confcnted, with Baron 
Wattcville, to be appointed to the prefidcnce of 
their affairs, fpiritual and temporal, in conjundlion 
with the ciders of the congregation, as their coun-c 
cil and aflbciatcs. 

The following fketch of the nature of the church 
order among the brethren^ is all my limits can 
admit. 

SypREME; 
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Supreme in all the unity &f the brethren^ is the 
GENERAL SYNOD : confifting of deputies from all 
the congregations, with the bifhops, and elders, 
the infpedlors of churches, and certain laymen. 

By this fj'nod, the elders' conference is cho- 
fen, for the direction of all matters, during the 
intervals of the fcffion of the fynod : To this all 
are fubjedl — ^biftiops, elders, labourers, and every 
individual in clpfc church union with the bre- 
thren. 

The bifhops are chofen by lot, out of a number 
propofcd by the conference for the office. They 
claim no fiiperiority, nor exercife any jurifdi(5lion, 
but as empowered and dire6ted by the elders^ con^ 
ference. They have no fixed diocefc or dillri61, but 
remove from place to place, as ftationed or fcntby 
the conference. 

The peculiar office of bifhops is to ordnin bi- 
fliops, elders, and labourers nt home, and among 
the heathen ; fiich as bt intr rjpproved by the elders' 
conference as candidates, arc by the lot felc6led. 
Thefe alfo preach, vifit llic congregations, regulate 
their ^iffairs, and encourage the labourers, and all 
|he holy brethren. 

Deacons 
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Deacons and dcacoqnefles vifit, attend, and care 
for the lick and poor of each congrej^tion of tbc 
different fexes. 

They have (BconomeSj or choir houfes^ where they 
live together in community. The fingle men, and 
fingle women, widows, and widowers apart, each 
under tbp fuperintendence of elderly perfons of 
their own clafs. In thefe boufcs, every perfon who 
IS able, and has not an independent fupport, labours 
in their own occupation, and contributes a flipu* 
latcci lum for their maintenance. They live thus 
at a lefs expcnce and more comfortably, than they 
could have done fcparately ; befides the lingular 
advantages of mutual communion, and daily wor?- 
iliip. 

The children of each fcx are educated with pCr 
culiar care, by brethren and lifters appointed for 
that fervice : their object is to prefervp them from 
the corruption that is in the world, and to prevent 
as much as poffible the knowledge of evil from 
ever reaching their eyes or ears. Trained up under 
difcipline, from their tendereft years, their fubjcc- 
tion to their fuperiors and elders is lingular, and 
appears particularly ftriking iu their miJfion$ and 



marriages. 



u 
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In the former, thofc who have afffered thcmftlves 
on the fervice, and are approved as candidates, 
wait their feveral calls, referring thcmfelves entirely 
to the decifion of the lot ; and I believe mever he* 
litate when that bath decided the place of &ASi 
deflination. 

In -marriage f they may only fbrtn a connt^Alidh 
with thofc of their own communion. The brdthcr 
who marries out of the congregation is immediately 
cut ofF from church fellowlhip. Sometimes a'fifter, 
by exprcfs licenfe from the elders' conference, ' b 
permitted to marry a perfon of approved piety, in 
another communion, yet flill to join in thcSr 
church ordinances as before. 

A brother niay make his own choice of a -pakt* 
ner in the fociety ; but as all intercourfe bcf w^cti 
the different fcxes is carefully avoided, very fe\i^ 
opportunities of forming particular attachments are. 
found, and they ufually rather refer their choice to 
the Church, thari Siecide for themfelves. Andati 
the lot muft be caft to fan6Hon their union, each 
receives his parttibr as a divine appointment ? and 
however ftrange this method jnay appear to thoie 
who confult only their paflions or their intcreft, it 
is obfervable, that no where fewer unhappy mar-< 
riages are found than among the brethren. 

This 



igi • iMpAiiTiAt HISTORY OP [Per. 3i 

Itettdbrer^ in the forefis, and botmdleit^ plains of 
that Tail continent* 

Even thofe efteemed the laft of humail beiitgs^ 
iri'brutilhncfs and ignorance, the Hottentots, have' 
felt the divine efficacy of the Wood of the Lamb 
that was flain, and owned the crucified man on 
Calvary, for their God and Saviour ; have been 
forrhed into Ghriflian focieties, and upwards of fe-* 
yen hundred are faid to be now worfhipping him 
With -their faithful paftors, at BaVians Cloof, near 
the Caj)e of Good Hope, and live under their tui- 
tion, and in their happy communion^ believing to 
the'faving of their fods. 

In all thcfc various regions, no left than an 
hundred and forty miflionaries are now employed, 
befides the hdft who have counted not their lives 
dear unto themfclves, and died in the arduous fer- 
vice, Thcfe in general fupport themfclves, and 
the work, by the alliduous labour of their own 
hands, in their fcvcral arts and occupations ; and, 
like the apoftle Paul, toil night and day, that they 
may require nothing from the heathen, and have 
to give to him that nccdcth. 

By the pcrfcvcring zeal of thefc men of God, 
upwards of twenty-three thousand of the 
moft dellitutc of mankind, in different regions of 

the 
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the earth, are recovered from* the power of Satan 
Unto God, and now walk with him as dear child-* 
ren, adorning the dodlrinc of Jefus, by a conveiv 
fation fuch as becometh godh'nefs ; and thoufands 
departed in the faith, i^ll in his bo|bm. 

1 might metition ' their efforts to illumine the 
diftant Eaft^ the Coaft of Coromandel, and theNi- 
cobar Iflands, with the light of the fun of rightc* 
oufnefs ; their attempts to penetrate into Abyfliqia, 
to Carry the gofpd to Pcrfia* and Egypt, and to 
^fcend the mountains of Caucafus ; for to all the(e 
regions, and many others, hath love for immor- 
tal fouls, and eeal for the Redeemer's glory^ 
carried thefe indefatigable miflionaries, and oftea 
have they earned the meedrof higheft approbation-^ 
where their labours have been lead fuccefsfal. 
Let their enemies hear and be confounded — theft 
are cpiftles of commendation written by the fpirit of 
the living God. Many, fwayed by prejudice, pre* 
fume to condemn^ whit they have neither examin- 
ed with candor, nor truly underftood ; let them 
produce any fimilar efFcdls by their inftrumentality^ 
and then they may be entitled to attention* Till 
then, let (hame flop the mouth of calumny, and 
fuch tranfcendcnt excellence claim the tribute of 
admiration^ and be held in deferved honour. 

Vol. IIL O How 
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How fo finall a body as the Moravian Churcli 
is equal to fucb exertions^ and capable of provid- 
ing fo many miilionaries^ and furnifhing an ex- 
{)ence fo ncceflarily great, is furpriiing. The whole 
number of their members in Europe does not, if I 
am rightly informed, exceed twelve thoufand bre- 
thren ; of which, about three thoufand are in 
Great Britain and Ireland ; and thefe not in gene- 
ral the moft opulent, or high in any mercantile 
line. But their liberality aboundeth, and' it is no 
Icfs pleafing to remark the fupport which their 
miffions receive from the cordial afiedlion of Chrif- 
tian brethren in all denominations. The good 
providence of Grod continues to raife up for them 
new helpers, and to fumifli annual fupplies for the 
fupport of fo noble an undertaking. Indeed, in 
fach a caufe, the mean fhibboletb of party fhould 
be mentioned no more, and ever)' real ChriOian 
delight to help forward this great labour of love. 

Their example alfo (hould provoke the jealouly 
of every Chriftian Church. They have demonf- 
tratcd the practicability of cftablithing the ever- 
lafling gofpcl in regions the moft dreary and in- 
hofpitablc, and among nations the moft rude and 
ferocious. And fliall we not kindle into emula- 
tion ? catch from them fome fpark of zeal, and 
awake to like vigorous exertions ? A thoufand 

openings 
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openings court our entrance intO'larids vaft. ftrtilt, 
populous, genial, cafy of accefs, v/hcre the inb'a* 
bitants arc mild, friendly, traiftablc, .prefenting 
every hopeful profpedl of fuccefs, ready to wel- 
come our labours erf" love ; regarding us as beings 
of a fuperior order, and gently upbraiding us for 
our negledl of theihi In how many places arc the 
difficulties apparently lefs, and the advantages un- 
fpeakably greater than m thofe fields, which our 
Moravian bretbrjen . have attempted .to cultivate^ 
and with fuch encouraging fuccefs ? Have we leis 
zeal, Icfs wifdom, Icfs patience, lefs perfeverance 
than they ? Let (hame ftimulate, if a fenfe of duty 
and love to the foul^ of men does not conflrain us. 
Let us hear at laft .the:dying grOao^ of the diftaqt 
heathen, crying, Come over aud help U9. 

/ • 

r 

This revival of religion among the Mora viani^ 
iiath not failed alfo to produce as happy cfrcdls at 
home as among the heathen. Many of their Lu- 
theran and Reformed Brethren have greatly pro- 
fited by Ihcir fraternal intercourfe, without con- 
nedling themfelves in their church order* A fpirit 
of more animated Chriftianity has been revivcc^ in 
XJermany and its vicinity- They have formed a 
Jarge^aiibciation^of miniAers from the frozen hilb 
^f Norway, to the Carpathian mountains, who aC- 
iemblc annually at Hernhutt, in Lufatia ; and 
tbofe whp cannot attend, communicate with their 
. O 2 brethren 
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brethren by their corrcfpondence. Thefe all eiy- 
deavour to flrengthen each others hands in the 
work of the Lord^ without diftindUon of Lutheran 
or Calvinift ; to provoke one another to love, and 
greater devotednefs to God our Saviour. They 
are growing into a hoft^ and though not many in 
any one country, yet, when colle6led, form a glo- 
rious body of confeflbrs, whofe light cannot but 
Ihine before men, ^nd whofe zealous labours in 
their feveral parifhes tend to revive true Chrif- 
tianity. 

. It is one of tbe happieit features of the prefent 
day, and among the tokens for good to the Lu- 
theran Church, that there is fiill in the midft of it 
the unextinguifiied flame qf real love to him who 
died for us and rofe again. I doubt not, but thefe 
men of God meet with many a rebuff, and barih 
cenfure from their more lukewarm brethren ; but 
the religion of Jefus requires the flamp of pecu- 
liarity; and whoever does not take up his crofs 
and follow hini^ will have no chara6leri(Uc mark of 
difciplefhip. 

Some other miiHonary efforts within the Luthe- 
ran pale, deferve mention. To the honour of the 
Danifh government be it recorded, that they flart- 
ed among the firil, and have been fuccefsful in 
this glorious career. Their miuiftcrs vifited Green- 
land 
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land with the gofpel ; and their miflion to the 

coaft of Malabar commenced early in 

AN. 1705. this century. It hath been purfued 

with unwearied zeal, and God hath 
crowned the labours with Angular tokens of his 
approbation. TheEnglifh Society for propagating fh^ 
Go/pel^ have greatly helped thefe miffionary efforts 
of Danes and Germans, And oh that my own 
countrymen, with more devotednefs offered them- 
felves to the work ! the harveft is truly plenteous f 
but the labourers are few. May the great Mafler 
tbruft forth more labourers into the harveft ! 

The nations who maintain the Lutheran faith, 
are the fame as from the beginning of the Refor<- 
mation. Various changes have happened in the 
feveral kingdoms, but none in their religious pro* 
feffion. Denmark, Sweden, Norway, Holftein, and 
all the coafts of the Baltic to the Viftula, chiefly 
continue within this pale. Saxony, with the other 
flates, who firft embraced this do6lrine, hath ftead-- 
faftly perfevered in the fame confeffion of faith tp 
this day. Though it is not a little lingular, that 
the two great pillars of Lutheranifm originally, 
have both gone back to the Romifh Church. The 
Eledlor of Saxony b3rtcred liis religion 
AN. 1698. for the crown of Poland, and the Prince 
of Hcfle, not long ago, for other con- 
O 3 fiderations^ 
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fiderations. Yfct this made tio change in the go^ 
vernment of tbeif countries, which, thougli the 
head was apoftatc, preferved their faith inviolate, 
A power, hardly known in the commencement of 
the century, has fprcad from Brandenburg his vaft 
acquifitions on' every fide ; and is become in Ger- 
many, nominally, the head of the Prottftant caufe. 
Ih point of religion, it would be fupcrfluous to (Iiy 
any thing of Frederic the Great or his fucccflbrs ; 
neverth clefs, the monarch who extends and fiip- 
pbrts religious toleration on the broadeft bafis, 
whether heathen or philofophcr, may be owned as 
the Church's nurfing father. The true Church 
afks no fupport, but peace and tolerance. 

Thus, departed as the body of the Lutheran 
Church is from the tenets of their great Reformer, 
and much as the dcclenfions from the living power 
of religion are to be lamented, a precious feed ia 
flill preferved in the midft of her through all the 
lands of her communion. The word of Cod is 
iti every hand. The formulary of doflrinc and 
worfhip is found, and only thofe to be blamed who 
depart from the purity of the one, and the fj;iri- 
faality of the other. A happy aera we hope ap- 
|Jroaches— a great and evident revival of fpiritual 
I'eligion appears in many places, widely difperfed, 
aftd maintaining correfpondence with each other, 
« to 
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to quicken, comfort, and encourage each others 
hands and hearts in the work of the Lord. • We 
rejoice in the profpc6l, and knowing that Chrift 
is not divided, (hare their blcffings as our own. 
We wi(h to be provoked to jcaloufy by their ex- 
ample, and to iee the Lutheran Church a praife 
in the earth. 



04 CHAP. 
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CHAP. VI, 

OK THE REFORMED CHURCK. 

IF we eflimatc the extent of the RcformecJ 
Church by the vaftnefs of empire, and com-? 
miTcial fcttlements poflefled by tbofe who mako 
profeflion of that faitbj we (hall fee her fpreading 
forth her armg to both the Indies, and embracing 
the habitable globe, before the late Unhappy con-e 
tcft with America, peopled chiefly by emigrants 
fix)m England, Chriftianity had fpread its light 
and power, not merely through the provinces 
which border the Atlantic, but had penetrated 
deep into the interior reccfTcs of that immenfe re- 
gion ; and fome noble efforts had been made to 
commu^iicate to the wandering Indians the know- 
ledge of falvation. The vaft ifland of Newfound- 
land was colonifed for the fake of the fifhery ; and 
the gofpel has been fince planted there, with fome 
happy and increafing efFc<ft. Even the favagecoaft 
of Labrador, through the zeal of the Moravians,^ 
has received the light of the truth ; and in the 
Jiigheft northern latitudes, England has eftablifhcd 
forts and factories, though I have never yet heard 
Qf ^Py iPiflion^ry labours at Hudfon*s Bay or its 

dependencies^ 



Cent I8.3 THE CHURCH 09 CHRIST. 301 

dependencies. Canada has added a new field* 
Though popery is ftill the dominant religion, the 
government is proteftantj^ and an open. door fet for 
the gofpcl there to enter. Of the ftatc of religiou 
in ail this vaft northern Continent, I .(liall Ipeak 
hereafter, obferving only, that apiidft many cieclcn^ 
iions and revivals, much of the power of godlineft 
yet remains ; and fome vigorous efforts have been 
jpadeof late, through the zeal of different bodies, 
to roufe up ^ deeper fenfe of divine things in the 
iT)inds of that vaft nation, not yet well confoli- 
datcd, though it is hoped, daily fettling on a firmer 
bafis. With toleration of all denominations, tie 
reformed religion is that generally profefled in 
North America, whether by Epifcopalians, Pref- 
byterians, or Independents, and many others, of 
the various fe<9s, which every where people that 
immenfe republic. 

In the Eaft, the extenfive fettlements and con- 
quefts of Englifh and Dutch, have greatly reduced 
the Portuguefe and popery ; many veftigcs of 
which remain in the Carnatic, and on the coaft of 
Malabar. Yet it muft be lamented, that fo little 
efforts have been made by either of thcfe powers, 
proportionate to their ability, and the great nefs of 
t^hcir empire, to fpread the knowledge of falvation 
through the countries of their obedience. What 
plight not Holland tl^ve done from Batavia, an4 
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her immenfe extent of mfular dominion ? What 
from Ceylon ? What from the Cape of Good 
Hope ? What from innumerable other parts Where 
Batavian arms have triumphed, and their conquefts 
fpread ? Every where, indeed, in their capital ci- 
ties and fcttlements, they have eftablifhed their 
religion, and fent minifters to officiate ; but I have 
not yet heard of any attempts to evangelize the 
natives, nor of a fingle miffionary among an hun- 
dred thoufand Chinefe fettled at Batavia. Com- 
merce and gain feem to have engrofled their at- 
tention. Indeed, I am forry to record, that they 
have rather frowned on miflions, and indead of 
forwarding the labours of the good Moravians, 
both at the Cape and in America, have obftru6ted 
the work, and eyed with jealouiy and averfion, the 
noble and difinterefted labourers, who, for the 
fake of the poor heathen have been willing to fpend 
and be fpent. They, as many others, are afraid, 
Icaft the knowledge of the liberty with which 
Chrift hath' made us free, ihould loofen the yoke 
of tyranny and oppreflion, under which in general 
through the Eaft the natives arc held ; at leaft 
this is generally made the pretext for oppofition. 
Though nothing can be clearer, than that natives 
of our own religion, and attached to us by thefc 
moft powerful bonds, muft prove our bed friends 
and auxiliaries : but bigotry is as blind, as com-^ 
mcrce is jealous and rapacious, 

The 
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The Englifh extent of foreign empire is ftill 
more vaft, and of late increafing to a magnitude 
rather terrifying. Bengal alone, with the fettle- 
ments in the Carnatic, is faid to comprife thirty 
millions of inhabitants ; and in every province, 
town .nnd purgannah, our power is abfolute ; and 
none to hinder any efforts of miffionary labour. 
But throughout this empire, not only no vigorous 
efforts to make the gofpel known have ever been 
attempted by the India Company, in whom the 
fovercignty is veiled; but contrarywife, the at- 
tempts of others have in great meafure been frown- 
ed upon, and every application of thofe whofe zeal 
prompted them to the fervice, been rejedled ; 
though they merely requeued permifiion to go, 
and only afked the common protedlion of govern-* 
ment to all peaceable fubje(5l8« 

It is well known that in Bengal, and all the vaft 
provinces to the north ; in every thing which re* 
gards Chriftianity, the natives have been hitherto 
utterly negle6led. Even the very few clergymen 
who have vifited the capitals of our fettlements in 
Ipdia, have been generally too infedtcd with the 
epidemic rage of the country, to amafs wealth, in 
order to return with it to Europe, an obje6l utterly 
inconiiftent with CTcry thing divine, holy, and 
heavenly. 
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Two or three zealous Baptift minifters, afFe<3ed 
with the deplorable ftate of the poor Hindoos, have 
lately pafled unnoticed into th6 interior of the 
country, with a view of communicating to them 
the gofpel of Chrift. They are employed in an 
indigo manufadlory ; and improve the LordVday 
and their intervals of leifure, in converfing and dif- 
courfing with the natives, Mahometans, Bramins 
and others, on the fubjedl of Chriftianity t a con- 
fiderable attention is paid to their miniflry, and 
though no open converts have fubmitted to bap- 
tifm, they report commencements fufficiently au-» 
fpicious, to encourage pcrfcverance and hope of 
liappy fucccfs ; but what efpccially muft render 
their labours highly refpe6table in the fight of 
Chriftians of all denominations, is their indefatiga-t 
ble induftry, with the help of feme Bramins and 
Pundits, to tranflate the Bible into the Bengalcfe 
tongue ; and which is now about to be publiftied 
in Bengal, and to be diflcminated among the na-r 
tivcsi God fpecd the glorious attempt ! His word 
can never be read in vain. 

In the Carnaiic fome light of the glorious gofpel 
of Chrift, h^th been long diftufcd by the zealous 
efforts of the Danifh mifTionarics from Tranqucbar; 
ai)d a few faithful foreign Lutheran minifters, 
continue to labour with fome fuccefs in thg vicinity 
of Madras, and in the Tanjore country, fupported 

chiefly 
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chiefly by the Society for Propagating the Grofpel 
in England. At the head of thefe is that aged and 
venerable fervant of Chrift, * Mr. Swartz, neair 
forty years ago, I think, my friend and companioa 
at Oxford ; Mr. Grerick€, Mr. Janik6, and one or 
two more, exhaufted with labour, advanced in age, 
and going down to the grave, with little profpedl of 
fucceflbrs animated by the fame fpirit. They ^rc ia- 
ceflant in follciting freflt and more numerous affift* 
ants, but (tw hear their call, or fly to (h^re the toils 
cf mifitonary fervice. God feems to hare gtvea 
.their preaching fuch fuccefs among the natives, a(S 
to render it no longer doubtful, that however 
ftrong the barrier, which the Bramanic cads and 
national manners, and efpecially the fan(£lioned 
immoralities of the Gentoos, may have ereded 
agatnft the gofpel of Chrifl, no obflacle is infur- 
mountable to ze^l and perfeverance. If God will 
work, then none can let it. Ttiey mud indecd.be 
fearfully incxcufable who enter not in themfdves^ ' 
and thofe who wxre willing to enter, and devote 
their lives and fubftance to the fervice they bindo*. 
Where a thoufand mifllonaries would And moite 
employment, than their moil aealous labours could 
fulfil, four or five aged Germans now fan the dy- 
ing embers, and fcarcely keep the expiring flame 
elive. 

* This bleiled Mbourcr, J^ hear, has jufi entered iota hb 
rcftr 

The 
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The goad Mbraviana^ as I am informed, ajfler 
^x>rtive cfibrts to fpread the gofpel in the Nicobar 
Iflanda, and having no fuch profpe^ as encourage 
their (by in the Camatic, are removing their la- 
ix)aner3 to Europe, to be employed in more pro- 
jxiifing fields of ufefulnefs among the heathen. 

In what remains of our weftem empire, efpecially 
tlie Leeward Iflands, the black inhabitants^ by 
•which they are chiefly occupied, have lately cn^ 
gaged the attention of fome faithful fervants of 
Chrift ; and been considerably evangelized^ not 
by the countenance of government, or the minifiry 
eAablilhed in the Church, which is in a ftate of 
ifeirful neglect, but by the voluntary zeal of Mo- 
ravians, and the Weftleyan Methodifts^ Thcfc 
Jiave nobly devoted themfelves to the fervice of 
iflieir poor black enflaved brethren, whom no man 
lared for; and have fucceeded in the call and con- 
iverfion of many thoufands to the faith and love of 
Jefus' Chrift. ' In this honourable fervice none have 
more diilinguifbed their philanthropy and fidelity, 
than the Rev. Dr. Coke, a principal minifter 
among the Methodifis. 

' A new world hath lately been, difcpvered, and 
explored by Britifh navigators. To one region of 
which we have alre^idy f^qt our unhappy. convifts, 
Vfid with them the eVerlafting goipel ; for fo hath 

God 
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God in his gracious providence ordained, that the 
firft teftimony borne in that land of darknefs and 
the (hadow of death (liould be by thofe faithfid 
witneiles of Jefus Chrift, Mr. Johnfon, and Mr. 
Marfden. May their labours kindle a flame never 
to be extingui(hed ! and many of their brethren 
offer themfelves on this felf-denying fervice ! 

A nobler attempt to evangelize the iflands in 
the vaft Pacific Ocean, hath recently been made 
\>y a fociety formed by miniftcrs and others of all 
denominations^ who agreeing to merge their feveral 
peculiarities in the one facred name of Christian, 
have united without preference of dhurches or 
party, to fend forth feithful men to preach and 
teach Jefus Chrift among the heathen, and to 
know nothing but him crucified. By the liberal 
contributions of individuals, who have formed tbe 
MijUio7iary Society y a fum of twelve or thirteen thou- 
fand pounds was expended in the jHirchafe of a 
large veflel of three hundred tons, conveying thirty 
miffionaries, with five lifters, wives to the brethren, 
and two little children; fumifhed with every thing 
needful for one or more fettlcments ; and to fecure 
them a favourable reception among the natives. 
The veflel was navigated by men of God, who had 
many of them embarked for love of the caufe ; and 
commanded by that able and fi^gul^ly excellent 
man, Gipt. Wilfon, who had devoted bis life and 

labours 
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labours to the fcrvice freely ; renouncing all ricf- 
vard, but that ineftimable one, the conduiling fo 
glorious an undertaking; Their fir(l objecSt was 
to vifit Otahcite, and the Society Iflands; as mod 
frequented and bed known, and if an opening ap-^ 
peared, to leave there our married brcthreni and 
the larger part of our younger labourers j to pro-^ 
coed to Tongataboo, and the Friendly Iflands^ and 
depofit a few brcthrin^ to return to the Mar-^ 
quefas, and if there was a profpe6l of welcome arid 
fuccefs, to make a beginning with two or three of 
our younger brethren : returning by Otaheite and 
Tongataboo, to fee how our miffionarics fared, and 
to afcertain their fafety and hofpitable reception 
among the heathen ; proceeding thence to China^ 
for a cargo of tea, in order to cover by the freight 
fome jxDrtion of the expcnce neceflTarily incurred^ 
by fo long and circuitous a navigation. 

The eminent fuccefs with which this attempt has 
been attended is before the public at large in the 
firft Mifiionary Voyage, than which probably there 
never was another fo fingularly favourable. After 
a courfc of fo many thoufand miles, the whole 
body of miffionarics was landed in the places of 
their fevcral dcftination, at Otaheite, at Tongata- 
boo, and the Marquefas, in perfedl health ; and the 
(hip returned by Canton, with a cargo of tea into 
the port of London, in about one and twenty 

months^ 
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months, and brought back every ieapan in as good 
health 03 (h^ had received them* Not an indi- 
vidual was loft in the paflage, no difeafe ever vilited 
the crew, nor was the lead want of any comfort 
felt during the whole of the voyage. The name 
of Capt. Wilfoo, under whofe condudl and care the 
fervice was accomplifhed, will delcend with honour 
and remembrance to the lateft pofterity. 

Encouraged by fo promiiSng a beginning, a 
fecond equipment was immediately begun, to 
(Irengthen the hands of thole already fettled, and 
to enlarge the work in other iflands. Thirty-nine 
brethren and lifters, wnth feven children, chear- 
fully entered on the fervice. But it hath pleafed 
'God in his myftcrious providence to difappoint 
our expectations, and to exercife our faith and 
patience. They were captured by a French pri- 
vateer, as they were entering the harbour of Rio 
Janicro, and landed at Monte Video, in the Rio 
Plata. From the French and Spaniards they re- 
ceived the kin^eft treatment; and after unavailing 
efforts to repurchafe their veflcl and proceed, they 
were permitted to embark for Rio Janiero, and 
paffing from thence to Lifbon, are, with the excep- 
tion of three or four detained through indifpofition, 
arrived once more among their friends and brethrea 
in fafcty. 

Vol. hi. P Wbatwcr 
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* Whatever the final event may be of thcfe endea- 
vours to evangelize the heathen world, whether 
the great Head of the Church be pleafed to crown 
our labours with fuccels, or in his all-righteous dif- 
penfations to fruftrate our hopes, the attempt is 
Chriftian, is glorious. It is now demonftratcd that 
a roiffion to thcfe diftant and defirable lands is 
praiSlicable, is ealy, and the means within the power 
of individuals, if zeal for Chrill, and love for the 
fouls of men be not wanting. And furely no un- 
forefeen difficulties with which we may have to 
flruggle, or partial difapixjintments Ihould dif- 
courage us from perfevering in fo great a defign, 
but rather roufethe miffionary brethren to renewed 
and more vigorous exertions. 

Advices alfo from Port Jackfon at firfl: produced 
more didrefs than even the capture of the Duff it- 
fclf; till on the arrival of difpatches from the 
miffionarics thcmfclves, it was found that though 
fomc of them, alarmed with apprehenfions for their 
wives, after they had lived a whole year without 
any infult or injury, had taken the opportunity of 
the departure of the Nautilus, which had touched 
at Otabcitc, to remove to. Port Jackibn, feven bre- 
thren and one woman refufed to quit their ftation ; 
and we hope arc happily labouring to advance the 
great objci^A of their miffion. Nor are thofe who 
have departed without foihe profpedl of being made 
more ufeful in the place, whither they have mi- 
grated, 
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grated, th^n if they had rieftcd where they were 
placed. God's providential difpofals are all wiie^ 
an(i his work will often be more efFccftuallji accom- 
plifticd, by the fleps which w^ regarded as injuria 
ous, and tending to the difappointment of the ob- 
jc6l we had in view. Perfedly fure the miffion i$ 
of God, and under his peculiar care, we reft in his 
difpofal as ordering all things well ; and patiently 
wait, and quietly hope to fee the compleated falva- 
tion of our God. It is hoped that (bon thefe faith- 
ful and devoted fervants of the heathen wiU be 
vifited and ftrcngthened by men of a like nund^ 
and the feed of eternal life take deeper root, and 
fpread through all the ifles of the Pacific Ocean. 

Thefe trials of faith abate nothing of our pro- 
fpcdls o( fuccefs, which were never more pro- 
mifing, and more loudly call upon us for adtive 
and fpeedy efforts to repair every lofs, and in- 
creafe our fphere of action. Nothing has happen- 
ed in the fmalleft manner. to leflen the defirable- 
nefs of this labour of love, or the facility of its exe- 
cution. We have given our brethren in the iflands 
our folemn pledge that we will viftt them : their 
claims upon us are ftronger than ever, and as the 
ability of the Society increafes in all its refources, 
no doubt this will be among their firft objedls. 

But they have not confined their views to one 
region of the heathen world, however great and 

P 2 promifing. 
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promifing. They have wifhed to embrace the 
habitable globe as far as their means fhall be found 
adequate to their defires. Africa, the feat of fervi- 
tudc^ the region of darknefs, and the moft. unex- 
plored of all the continents, has cfpecially attradled 
the attentions of the Society, Their firft efforts 
were dire<5ed through the colony of Sierra Leone, 
to penetrate into the Powlah dountry, and com- 
municate the bfeftings of the gofpel to the interior, 
through the medium of the furrounding nations. 
Efforts to this purpofe had been made before by 
the Weftleyati Method ills and the Baptifts, and 
failed rather from the infufficicncy of the inftru- 
mcnts, than the impradlicability of the attempt. 
Undifmayed by thcfe unfuccefsful attempts, the 
London MifRcmary Society, in conjun6lion with 
fimilar focieties at Glafgbw and Edinburgh, deter- 
mined to fend out fix fingle brethren, two from 
each body to make a renewed effort to introduce 
the gofpel there. The climate however has been 
found fo unfavourable that this effort alfo has been, 
in confcqucnce of death and indifpofition, rendered 
abortive, and only two of the fix mifJionaries re- 
main labouring with acceptance in the colony, 
without any profpe6l of paffing into the interior 
country. 

A happier iffue we truft will attend our miffion 
to the Cape of Good Hope, and the country of the 

Caffred 
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Caffres and Bodiemen^ which beiidestbe advantage 
of a more genial climate^ has commenced with more 
aufpicioiis profpeds; and for which the Lord 
feemed to have provided efpecially fuitable inilru- 
nients in Dr. Vanderkemp and his aflbciates. 

Dr, Vanderkemp w;a8 a Hollander, a man of 
talents, and improved undcrftanding, about fifty. 
He bad been bred a phyfician ; had fiudied a con- 
(iderable time at Edinburgh, as well as in his na» 
tivc univerfities ; he fpoke the Englifb^ French and 
Latin languages; but as is too common with the 
faculty, he had long embraced the fafhionable 
philofophy^ and held the tenets of deifm. A Angu- 
lar affiidlion in his family, occaiioned by the fuddea 
death of his wife and child, attended by ibme very 
particular impreflions of God's fpirit, engaged him 
more deeply and ferioufiy to coafider his ways. an4 
review the foundations of bis hope, than he had ever 
yet done. This led htm to a careful reper^ial of 
the word of God, and the happy cfFedl was a folid 
convidlion of revealed truth^ and real cpnverlion of 
bis heart to God our Savioun 

He refolved from henceforth to devote himfelf 
wholly to Chrift, and to the fcrvice of men's fouls, 
and his heart was particularly led out to defire to 
communicate the knofi'ledgc of falvation, to the 
poor heathen whom none had cared for. He was 

P3 for 
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for (bme time in this ftate of mind without a deter- 
mined objedl, till he read of the rife and progrefs 
of the London Miffionary Sciciety.- He immediate- 
ly communicated to them the defire of his foul to 
devote himfelf to the heathen. After proper en- 
quiries into his charafler and abilities, his offer was 
embraced with great delight, and he was invited to 
England, where the interview ilTued in' the moft 
cordial welcome of his fervices. His native lan- 
guage fitting him peculiarly for the Cape of Good 
Hope and its- vicinity, that was fixed as the place 
of his deftination. 

On his return to Holland, to fettle his affairs, 
in order to embark in the miffionary fervice, he 
took with him and circulated in Dutch, an addrefs 
from the London Miffionary Society to the faith- 
ful in his own country. This immediately pro- 
duced the happiefl: effects. A Society during his 
flay was formed at Rotterdam, on the fame plan 
with our own. A correfpondence opened, and our 
defign was not only highly approved, but immedi- 
ately fcconded by the offer of a Dutch minifter 
to accompany Dr. Vandcrkemp, whofc name was 
Kichercr* to thcfc two of our own brethren were 
joined, and they embarked on one of our convict 
fliips, the Hillfborougb, to be conveyed to their ap- 
pointed ftation. 



The 
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I The diligence, zeal, and intrepidity of our bre- 
thren among the convidls, amidft the ravages o£ 
death and the jail fever, and the blefled efFedls of. 
their labours cm the living and the dying are be- 
fore the public. They prove the power of the 
gofpcl on the moil obdurate of mankind. We 
have juft received the pleafing intelligence that 
on a vifit to thcfc miferable beings, after our bre- 
thren had been fomc time at the Cape, they found 
the fpifit of prayer and fcrioufncfs liill cncreafing 
among them ; and in the midft of all their mifery, 
they united to cry unto God for mercy. Our 
miflionary brethren at Port Jackfon, will be very 
providentially placed to cultivate every gracious 
imprcflion which may remain on their minds at 
their arrival. 

The bleffiug of the Lprd on the labours of thcfe 
miflionaries at the Cape hath been as lingular. 
They have appropriated four evenings in a week 
to the inftrudlion of the flaves, who attended them 
in great numbers, and refpeding \yhoiu Dr. Van- 
dcrkcmp exprcfles himfclf in the flrongcft term.s of 
confidence, that they have been baptifed with the 
Holy Ghoft, though tlje regulations eftablifhed, it 
fcems, at the Cape, forbid them to be admiited to 
the Chriliian rite of baptifm, an pbftrudion which, 
aHuredly our humane and Chrifiian government 
will not fail, on aj)plication, to remove. 

P 4 But 
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But the mod pleaiingtrftit attending this milfioii 
18 the earned application from the mod iavage of 
all the tribes, the Bo/hemerij to obtain one of our 
brethren to teach them . the knowledge of the true 
God. Whilft they were deliberating on the fubjcA, 
and had determined to decline the fervice, as likely 
to interfere with the Caffre miffion, for which pre- 
parations had been made ; three of the Bodiemen 
chiefs themfelves came to the Cape, and cleaving 
to oar brethren, would not leave them, till one of 
them had promised to accompany them to the 
Bofliemen nation, thither he has proceeded, we 
hope, with a companion from the Cape, or one of 
our Dutch brethren. 

A Miflionary Society inftituted at the Cape, 
under the title of the South African Miflionary 
Society, is the firft fruits of our brethrens' exertions, 
and of the addrefs fent from the Miflionary Society 
to the inhabitants at the Cape. Their commence- 
ment is mod aufpicious, and the fubfcription con- 
fiderable, one lady having given fifteen thoufand 
florins. It manifeds that God*6 fpirit is moving on 
the hearts of men, througho\|t the whole Chridian 
worid, and that the long dormant fpirit of zeal 
begins to be awakened to vigorous exertions, for 
the Redccmer*s glory, and the ialvation of the 
fouls of men* 



All 
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All the preparations were ready for tiie journey 
of the miffionaries to the Cafires and the Boihe* 
men, when the laft difpatch was fent : the govern* 
mcnt moft kindly favouring, and th^ fanners wait- 
ing with teams and oxen to ponvey the brethren 
to the places of their deilinatton. May this fmali 
beginning, through the divine benediflion^ be fol«- 
lowed with great increafe ! Never in our time did 
Africa feem to open a more promiiing door of en« 
trance to the heathen. The miifionary publican 
tions on this fubjedl will be read with tbankfulneft 
and .delight. 

We-wifhed to vifit our vaft pofleflions in the 
Eail, and to carry the light of the gofpel to the 
Mahomedan and Bramanic ie6to ; but obftacles ia. 
our way, before noted, prevented our intentions. 
One man alone has been employed to gain infoi^ 
mation of the true (late of things on the fpot, and 
to inftru<Sl us whether there, or in any of the ad- 
joining nations, fuch profpefls open, as would en* 
courage attempts to evangelise that region of the 
world. We have heard of his iafe arrival. 

One folitary labourer alfo has been difpatched 
to the little ifland of Twilingate, liear Newfound- 
land, at theearneft requeft of the inhabitants, from 
whom we have received tidings of his welcome and 
commencement of labours. 

Thefe 
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Tbefe arq ibp i<3u^ efibrts which have been 
iXiade^ and ftill greater are in the intention of the 
ibeiety^ for which adequate preparations are mak- 
ing. The Sandwich Iflands^ the Marqucfas^ and 
the Society Iflands, y^^^^ to havb received a new 
liody of mifiionaries without delay. The afflidlivc 
ciricumftances which have happened^ may for ^ 
while Vetard the purpofes of the^fociety : but they 
continue vigoroufly adive to repair the breach, 
and p/ovide both perfons and proviiion for the ac- 
complifhment of their original delign. The heirs 
of glory are uHiaily trained up in the fchool of ad- 
verfity, and to thofe who have read the A6ls of the 
Apoftl<^>.a feries pf fufferings and difappointments 
have been feen to ilTue in the final fuccefs of the 
gdfpel.; fully perfuaded that it is. the Lord's work, 
we look up and go forward. . Duty is ours — 
events are his. 

m 

, It is a pleafing trait to remark, how cordial an 
intereft the faithful brethren in all lands have 
taken in thefc feeble efforts of miflionary labour : 
and how liberally fome focictics and individuals 
have tranfmitted their gifts to our trcafury. Cor- 
refpondcnts from Sweden, Berlin, Bafil, Zurich, 
Rotterdam, Franckfort, Ealt Friefland, Lufatia, 
New York, Connc6licut, and other places, have 
conveyed to us their vvarmcll and mod affe6tionatc 
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wiihes for our fuccefs ; united with us in our flated 
feafons of prayer ; and in feveral places formed 
aflbciations to promote the fame objedls, and to 
provide the means for running the fame race of 
miflionary zeal. May He who hath the refidue of 
the fpirit, pour it forth more abundantly upon 
us all ! 

Our tranfatlantic brethren profeis to turn theic 
attention particularly to the Indian nations^ in the 
interior of that vaft continent ; and, indeed^ .a. 
wide field opens from the Alleghany mountains to 
the (liorcs of the north weftern coaft, which will 
require their moft vigorous efforts. Could we fome 
day fo far proceed as to afcend the Columbia river, 
and form a million on its banks, it is not out of 
hope, that the found ihould reach the interior, and 
fpread till the undulations on either fide meet, 
and form one concert of praifc. Is any thing im- 
poflTible with God ? 

But whatever retardments may make the heart 
fick with hope deferred, or whatever difficulties 
obliru6l the execution of the prefent efforts, in 
this or fome fucceeding generation, the work fhali 
be done with efficacy : for the heathen are given 
to the Saviour for his inheritance, and the utmoft 
parts of the earth for his pofTeffion. Happy and 

honoured 
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boDOored arc thaCe, whom be (hall deign to em- 
ploy as inftruments in the accomplifliment of bis 
glorious defigns ! 

f have col]e6led the chief traits of the lateft 
miffionary labours thus fummarily together^ and 
highly thankful (hould I feel^ if I (hall be able to 
record the progrefe of, a work fo happily begun. 
No circumflance of the prefent day bears a more 
mifpicious afpe(5l on the erection and increafe of 
the Church of the living God. Indeed, in this 
eventful period, it is not a little reviving, amidil all 
the prevailing defolations and ungodlinefs around, 
to iee the morning thus fpread upon the moun* 
tains, and to hope for the rifing glories of the fun 
of righteoufnefs, to renew the face of the earth. 
The Church of the reformed will, I believe, be the 
divine ^nd favoured inftrument in this fervice, 
when God the Spirit (hall revive his work in the 
midfl of the years ; and I look efpecially to my 
native land for this fervice, perfuaded that we are 
yet preferved to be the heralds of the everlafting 
gofpel, unto the ends of the earth. 

But I return from the other quarters of the 
globe to Europe, and the nations of the reformed 
religion there. 

GREAT 
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GREAT BRITAIN. 

Among the chief of the nations^ ftands this long 
und greatly favoured ' ifle, where, lincc the gofpel 
was firft preached among us, fcarccly ever has there 

■ 

been a time, when it more ran and was glorified^ 
than at the prefent. It is the joy of every faith-* 
fill heart to look around, and amidft every dark 
and dreary profpe6t, to behold a mighty fpirit 
Itirred up, to make the name of Immanuel known 
tud glorified in the earth. 

It muft be acknowledged and deplored, for a 
^reat part of this century, that the fame declen* 
lions from the purity of the faith, and the power of 
fpiritual religion, had marked the Reformed, as 
weir as the Lutheran Ghurch ; and our own (hared 
deeply in the general decay. Literature, indeed, 
never advanced to a higher fummit. The com- 
mencement of this century has been called the 
Augiiftan age, when purity of Itile added the moft 
pcrfeft polifh to deep erudition, as well as the 
helh's Jetfres. A Newton, an Addifbn, need only 
be mentioned, out of a thoufand others, whofe 
works will be admired to the lateft pofterif y ; and 
afford the nobleft fpecimens in the Englifh lan- 
guage. I would conc;paI, if I could, names of a 
later date, a Hume, a Gibbofi^ becanfc^ with 

all 



222 IBCPARTIAL itlSTORY OF [Pcr. 3* 

all their"* admitted attainments and excellence, 
their writings . contain the concentrated virus 
of infidelity, couched under the mod able fa- 
culties, and moft engaging ftilc. They are the 
enemies of my God, but his crofs will prevail. 
This age has been fingularly philofophic ; big with 
difcoveries in all the hidden recefles of nature ; 
and as pregnant of every abomination. The pride 
of wifdom, and the rage of reafoning have fum- 
moned revelation to their unhallowed bar, and 
condemned it. Infcnfibility to God, and carelefl- 
nefs about a judgment to come, no longer believ- 
ed or feared, have opened the flood-gates to un- 
godlineis. Infidelity and fcepticifm, refpedting an 
eternal world, have given importance to the pre- 
fent ; and multitudes appear in hafte to feizc their 
portion, and to enjoy the gratifications of the beaft, 
while they live, expedting, as the beaft, to die. 
Hence diflipation of every kind has burft in as a 
flood ; and though I know not that our morals are 
more openly vicious tlian formerly, the general 
departure from all religious principle is glaringly 
evident, in the univerfal negledl of all divine or- 
dinances ; hardly the decencies of religion or wor- 
ihip continue to be maintained. 

In the commencement of this century, the 
Church was chiefly governed, and filled, by the 
latitudinarian divines ; whofc moral writings, how- 
ever 
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ever able and ingenious, rendered the peculiar 
dodlrines of the gofpel unfafhionable : and as they 
had thetnfelves drank deep into the Arn)inian te- 
nets, I wonder not to hear the great Arcbbifliop 
Tillotfon declare of the Athanafian creed, that 
" he wifticd'We were well rid of it." ©Such, in- 
deed, was the general idea of the age, that it con- 
tained articles too trinitarian, too evangelical, and 
too uncharitable, according to their apprchcnfions 
of divine truth. Hence, though all our fubfcrip- 
lions were flrongly Calviniftic, and, as Bifliop Bur- 
net owns, this is the true and natural fenfe of the 
Church and its articles ; yet they came to be call- 
ed articles of peace ; were to be interpreted with a 
ronliderable latitude ; and, in fliort admitted, in 
whatever fcnfe men chofe to receive them : a fup- 
pofition fo difingenuous, that, though counte- 
nanced by general concurrence, it can never al- 
ter the nature of the thing, or make it lefs falfe 
and hypocritical, however numerous the body of 
the heterodox and arminian clergy, and however 
few the reformed, or calviniftic. Nothing, indeed, 
can be farther from truth, than the reprelcntation 
made by Mofheim, that the Reformed Church in 
general, and the Church of Efiglarid in particular, 
" receives into its bofom Arminians and Calvinifls, 
" Supralapfarians, Sublapfarians, and Univerfalifis, 
" without adhering ftricliy to creeds and confcf- 
** fions.'* The very rcvcrfe is the cafe ; the fame 

priginal 
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original creeds and confellions remain unchanged ; 
Dor is it in the pt>wer of the Church, or its minif-- 
ters^ to make the lead alteration, without an aA 
of Parliament, They muft be fubfcribed ex animo, 
and taken in no other fenfe ^j^r^^^than the lUe^ 
ral B,nd gfammatical, according to the firft inftitu- 
lion ; and whoever a&s otherwiie, betrays the 
rights of 'cpnfcience to convenience. Th^t this is 
frequently, nay, generally done, makes no altera- 
tion in the claims of the Church, and only adds 
to the criminality, by the example of general de- 
pravity. 

The concealment arid negleft of the diftinguifli- 
ing peculiarities of* Chriftianity, as if their de- 
fenders themfelves were afraid to produce tliem, 
gave efpecial boldnefs'to the infidels ; and as the 
tolerating genius of the times admitted an uncon- 
trouled liberty of the prefs, it fwarmed with publi- 
cations of the mod pernicious tendency, mod con- 
genial with the general corriiptioi) .of manners, and 
at the fame time moft highly conducive to fpread 
the prevailing impiety and profligacy. England, 
though not lingular, ranks among the firft in thele 
produ6tions. A Collins, aTindal, a Morgan, and 
a Chubb, with the fiill farther advanced in athc- 
Ifm, a Marideville,. aToland, and aWoolfton, im- 
proved upon the noble authors of the former age, 
and opened the doors of the temple of infidelity 

wider ; 
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Wider ; as iiideed was needful, to admit the crowd .^ 
that fought to take flielter there, from the threaten- 
ings of revealed truth, and the -uneafinefs of a 
guilty confcience. 

■m 

Through the moralifls in the pulpit, and the 
delfts in the prefs, Chriftianity was reduced to a 
very emaciated figure. Even the diflenters, \Vho 
affe6led greater purity of religion, had drank deep 
into the general tapoftacy, and funk«into a worldly, 
carelefs fpirit. The Prcfbyterians, efpecially, di^ 
verged into ^he errors ©f Arianifm ; and as their 
minifters loft: the life of religion in their own fouls, 
their congregations dwindled, and eafily entered 
the vortex of conformity, and got rid of inabili- 
ties for tjie magiftracy, and a fort of reproach thiat 
repelled them from the circles of fafhion. The 
Independemts were few, and little attended to ; 
though amongft them the founder doctrines were 
maintained, but in general too cold, and d^d-» 
hearted ; and the Baptifls hardly had a name. The 
Quakers, left to their iilent meetings, were declin- 
ing Mnd forgotten ; and the other i^6k& funk into 
infignificance- 

The old diftIn6lion between high and low 
Church was not yet abdiftied, -though the latitu- 
dinarian doctrines, and the new biihops, who had 
the great weight in the foale, were far predomi- 

Vol. III. Q nant; 
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oafit ; embraced all proteftants as their brethren ^ 
admitted true churches might fubfift without epif- 
copacy ; and therefore more cordially received the 
diflenters, and formed very kind frieadlhips and 
corrcfpondencies with the ingenious of every de- 
'iK>minations But there were bigots who regarded 
their brethren with abhorrence ; fuppofed they had 
neither miniftry, nor facraments, and belonged to 
no Church r fohifmatics, and in tnortal erron 
Tl^efe particularly revived^ at the latter end of 
Queen Ann*s reign, when the cry, that the Church 
was in danger, was made a handle to bring in a 

tory miniftry ; and that contemptible 
AN, 1710, creature, Sacheverd, became of im- 

ptortance. The Queen, more partial ta- 
her popifh brother, than to the diftant Hanover 
family, and rather wilhing the throne to defcend 
ta her own blood, encouraged the high Church 
party, as always moft friendly to Popery ; and had 
her life been prolonged, and the intrigues of the 
tory miniftry fucccfeful, another popifh King would 
hav^ been intruded on the nation^ and welcomed 
by the high Church and non-jurors, always partial 
and attached to the exiled family, and neceflarily 
fo from their principles of indefeafible right and 
Bon-refiftance — a gracious Providence once more 
refoued the land from thefe traiterous defigns. The 
iufidel Bolingbroke, conscious of his correfpond-^ 
ences, fled ;. and the &naous Bifhop Atterbury waa. 

impeached 
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impeached for hi^ dete&ed intrigues with J^e% 
the abdicated exile; 

Av. 1714. With the Hoiife of Brunfwicfc the 
liberty of the country ftood conrfirmed ; and all 
who diflented from the Church, fatisfied with a 
liberal toleratioiiy apf)roved ^emfelves faithful 
friends ta the new- dynally : for the diftance of re« 
iatioii to the throne, n^d^ it an a<fl of eledtion^. 
rather than* hereditary fuccefflon : a' kind of parli^^ 
metttary grant to that Hbufe^ as- Proteftanb^, and^ 
ncareft in biockl ; aild as affording the happiefl' 
profpeds of maintaining the liberties of the coun-^ 
try. With this, all the high Chufcb party were 
greatly diflatisfted^, and employ^ their utmoil 
power aiid art tid fonient repeated rebellions againffc 
th6 Houfe of BrunfWiek ; but happily their ma- 
chinations ^ett defeated) and their rebellions^ 
tjaaihed> with the piiniftlment due to J^ofe who 
were found engaged in them. As the diflenters' 
approved themielves flrong friends to government^ 
they enjbyed favour; ahd being excluded from 
all lucrative prefbrihertt in thfe Church, the prime 
minif^er wif%ed to reward them for their loyalty j 
and by a rctaaning fee, prefehre them fteadfaft. A 
confiderabte fum therefore was annually lodged- 
with the heads of the great divilions, the Prefbyte- 
Hans, the Indcpcrtdents, and the Baptifls, called, 
rejrium donuTf^ the royal bounty, to be difiributedr 

Q 2 among 



128 IUCFARTIAL HI8T0RT OF [PcT. 5. 

AN. 1730. among the more neccffitous minifters of 

their fevcral congregations, according to* 
the difcretion of a number of principal miniftersof 
thefe denominations, with whom this gift was en- 
trufted, aiid by whom it is annually divided. 

' The riling profperity of tho nation, with increaf- 
ing wealth and commerce^ as thefe things ufually 
c}o, tended to increafe the corruption of the king- 
domv And morals, though ftrongly inculcated, 
woefully decayed. A word, called patrioufm, wa» 
fuppofcd to contain all exceHonce, and therefore 
more afFe<Jled thian any thing bclide ; though, in 
f«6l, a greater folecifm cannot be imagined, than 
an immoral patriot. Bctw!een contefts for power, 
thirft for riches, and inordinate love of pleafure> 
the nation funk down into corruption, and the 
Church eredled a feeble barrier againft the fafhion- 
ablc purfuits. All its great preferments were be- 
llowed to fecure friends to adminiflration : -what- 
ever prime minifter prevailed, -the prelatical bench 
looked up to their creator with devotion and afli- 
duous attention. The life and power of godlincli 
fell to a very low ftandard ; and only here and 
there an individual cleaved to the faith once de- 
livered to the faints, and dared to be lingular. 

An. 1729. It was in this ftatc of torpor and de- 
parture from truth and godlincfs^ that at Oxford^ 

ono 
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one of our univerfities, a few, chiefly young men, 
bcp-ati to feci the deplorable fpiritual ignonmee and 
rornipticui around* them. They were confcious 
iomething ougfit to be done to revive a fenfe of 
religion in principle and practice, from the decay 
into which it was fallen : they were convinced nr>en 
of God and miniltcrs of the fandluary, ought to 
lead very different lives from any thing they ob- 
ferved at college. 

John and Charles Wefley, the firft, and moft 
diftinguilbed leaders in this revival of evangelical 
truth, were brothers : the one fcHow of Lincola 
College, the other ftudent of Chrift Church. Their 
father, a refpe6lable clergyman at Epworth, in Lin^ 
colnfliire, was of the high Church party, and had 
educated his fons in his own principles. John, the 
eldeft, took the lead, and at the firft appeared, 
vaftly difpofcd to inculcate every rigorous .morti- 
fication, far beyond the practices of that day, and 
fometimee approaching tbe penances of popery. 

With thefe aflbciated a number of other flu- 
dents, whofe minds were fimilarly aflfedtcd. Mr. 
Ingham, Mr. Whitfield,. Mr. Harvey, were after- 
wards particularly diftinguiflied. They all entered 
into folemn engagements with each other, to lead 
a ft rider life of holincfs and felf-denial than they 
had ever yet donc^ and to feparate fi'om evi^ry 

Q3 thin^f 



thing unbecomiog their cbaraCler, as chriftian? or 
fniniilcrs. They agreed to meet frequently toge- 
ther at each other$ rooms for prayer and reading 
Jthe Scripture ; to keep ftated times of fading, and 
|o receive the commynion every Lord-s day : they 
yUited the prifons and the lick ; they fought out 
^nd relieved diftrefled objcfSls ; and by thefe and 
Other particularities, attended by an uncqmmonly 
fandlimonious deportment, they rendered them-^ 
felves very notorious in iheUnlyerfity, and acquir- 
ed the name of Methodists. 

As they all (ct out with profeflion of flrift ad- 
Jxcrencc tp the Church of England, the diftinguifti- 
ing tenets of her articles and homilies were parti- 
cularly enforced by them : and as this was utterly 
iinlike the nianncr of preaching, which then chief- 
Jy obtained, they attradled very numerous audi- 
ences; and their lively manner of addrefs, as well 
^s the matter of their difcourfes, exceedingly ft ruck 
the hearers with their novelty, as well as import- 
ance. They became fiill more popular, after their 
return from Georgia, whither zeal for the gofpel 
bad carried them. And nothing awakened greater 
attention to their preaching, than their quitting 
the univerfal habit of reading their fermons from 
a book, without any animation, and addrefling ex- 
tempore difcourfes to the congregations where 
they miniilered. ^ ^ 

The 
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The multitudes which followed them were much 
afFedled — a great and vifible change was produced 
in the minds of many. The attention paid tothefc 
minifters, and the blefling evident on their la- 
bours, roufcd them to increafing vigorous exet- 
tions. They were always at their work, preaching 
\vherever they could procure admittance into the 
churches ; and not a little flattered by the popula- 
rity attending their miniftrations. They muft have 
been more than men, if they had not been &• 
Some wild-fire could hardly fail to mingle with 
the facrcd flame — whilft the noife they raifed by 
their preaching was inconceivable. 

At flril they appeared united in fcntiment ; but 
they had not long laboured, before it was evident 
they diflfered ifi the points whifch have occafioned 
fo much difpute. Mr. Wefley, the father of Mc- 
thodifnl, with his brother, and thofe of his opinion^ 
leaned to the iVrminiaa doctrine — ftrong againft 
irrefpe6tive decrees, but firmly maintaining the fall 
and its confequences^ the necejjity of jiiftifi cation hy 
faith alone f and the operations cf the Holy Ghojij to 
produce all righteoufncfs and true holinefs : but 
they taught withal the univerfality of Cbrift's re- 
demption, and the offering of his body, alike for 
thofe who are loft, as for thofe who are faved : and 
in point o( free-will they fuppofed, thoygh ftill as 
a gift of groce^ that every man had /om^ powers 

Q4 of 
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of will within the fphere of his own exertion, which 
firft led to converfion — that the benefits of Chrift's 
redemption extended to thofe who had never heard 
of his name-^that by improving the meafurc of 
light and grace within him, every man might be 
iaved — ^but that no man could be furc of J>erfe^ 
veringr in grace : and, that in poflibility, not wit h- 
ftanding what Chrift hath done and fufFered, alf 
might rejeft the remedy provided, and perifli 
eternally, 

• Mr. Whitfield, Mr. Harvey, and thofe who 
united with them in fentiment, held the articles of 
the Church in the fenfe ufually termed Calviniflic ; 
and which an ingenuous enquirer can hardly hefi- 
tatc to confefs was the fenfe of the compilers. 
Though in age Mr. Whitfield was younger than 
the Weflcys, in zeal and labours he had no fu- 
perior ; his amazing exertions are well known ; and 
the eftedts of them were prodigious through the 
whole land. He confined not his miniftry to Eng- 
land — Scotland enjoyed the benefit of his vifits, 
and furnifhed innumerable evidences of the power 
with which he fpakc : nor were his efforts re- 
iiri^led to Britain, but extended to America ; 
whither the Mr. \V efleys had firft led the way. I 
mean not to entrr on a life fo well drawn up by 
Dr. Gillies. Suflficc it to obferve, that by the la- 
bours of thefe indefatigable men, a flood of gofpel 

light 
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light broke upon the nation. At firfl: they were 
wh )lly confined to the Church of England, zi 
their attachment to it by education vvasftrdng: 
and had they been fixed in any fettled ftation, they 
had not improbably Hvcd and died, good men, 
ufeful men, but unnoticed and unknown — a ferics 
of providences had defigncd them for greater and 
more extenfive utcfuln«fs. The ehurches growing 
unable to contain the crowds which flocked after 

them, Mr. Whitfield firft, at Briftol, 
AN. 1739. rcfolvcd to vifit and preach to the wild 

colliers in the wood, who had feldotn « 
attended any worfhip^ and his fignal fuccefs among 
t/jem^ encouraged his perfevering efforts. On his 
return to London, he ufed the fame means of 
field-preaching, at Kennington Qommon, and 
Moorfields, being now generally excluded from 
the churches to which he had himfelf fomewbat 
contributed, by perhaps too fevere animadvcrfions 
on the clergy, as well as the envy and difguft that 
his Angular popularity had occalioned* 

Nor were Mr. John Wefley and his brother 
Charles lefs zcaloufly employed, but alfo took the 
field, and preached every where. The congregations 

under the canopy of heaven were prodigious : 
fomctimes, indeed, riotous and infuHing, but in 
general fotemn and attentive. By thefe labours 

multitudes 
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multitudes were daily added to the Church of fuch 
as ihould be faved« 



Hitherto the principal leaders^ though ading 
independent of each other^ had maintained appu*^ 
rent fellowfliip ; but the difference of their fenti- 
inents refpe<Sling the dofirines of prcdeftination 
and grace^ began to awaken unpleafant difputes, 
which were carried on Ibmetimcs with too much 
afperity. Yet the corruption of human nature^ juf- 
fification by faith alone ^ and the necejpty of a cli^ 
nyim change of hearty by the power of the Holy 
Ghoft; thefc fundamental truths, both profeflcd 
zealoufly to hold and teach ; nor did the divifion 
•which followed between them, retard the progrefe 
of the work. They parted, indeed, like Paul and 
Barnabas ; but the extent of the fphcre of their 
ufcfulnels was thereby enlarged. Unable to fupply 
the numberless places and congregations colle6led 
ty their labours with a regularly ordained minif- 
try, they each aflbciated with themfelves lay 
preachers, the beft informed and qualified, whom 
they could find ; and thus multiplied themfelves 
over the face of the whole land. Their focicties 
^ncreafed by thoufands, and their miniftry was 
blefled to the great rcviyal of religion wherever 
they itinerated. 

This 
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This immenfe body of Methodifis^ from the 
difference of the dodlrines each maintained rcfpe6ir 
ing the decrees of God, and free-will, nefcefJarily 
divided into two feparate communions, the CaU 
ryinifiic and jlrminian ; both of ihem profcfled pre* 
diledtion to the Church, and did not at all obje<5l to 
epifcopal government as a church order ; but nc* 
ceflitated, from the (ituation in which they were 
placed, to preferve the congregations which they 
had collected and formed into religious focicties, 
the great leaders, Wcfley and Whitfield, appoint** 
jcd for their fpiritual edification, local and itineran|: 
preachers, to confirm their faith, and incrcafe their 
numbers : themfelvcs continuing the apoftolic plaa 
pi itinerancy, and vifiting in rotation the churches 
which their mii)iftry had raifed. Men more labo- 
rious than thofe principal perlbns were, fince the 
apoflles' days will hardly be found. They repeat- 
jcdly travelled over a fpace more than the circum- 
ference of the glpbe ; wherever they moved, they 
were as a flame of fire, and left a train of evartge-. 
lical light behind then). Xhey were in preaching 
unwearied, two, three, and fometimes four times 
a-day ; and this often in places many miles didant 
from each other; and notice having been pre-* 
yioufly given of their coming, thoufands awaited 
and welcomed them, heard them with reverence, 
and received them as angels of God. Thus im- 
pienfe congregations were formed through all pMs 

of 
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of the kingdom, cfpecially in the great manufajc* 
taring towns, among the tin-mines, and the col- 
lieries. The aggregate amount of auditors muft 
have been feveral hundred thoufand,as the preachers 
thcmfclves, in Mr. Wcfley's connedlion alone, in 
Europe and America, amounted, if I am rightly- 
informed, at one time to about five hundred itinc* 
r^nt, and four tboufand local preachers. All thcfe 
continued occafionally to communicate with the 
Church of England, their original fource ; though 
they more frequently held communions among 
thcmfelves ; and received the elements from thofe 
xninifters of the Church of England, who were in 
fcUowlhip with the Methodifls, or ferved among 
them. And on the whole they appeared to give a 
decided preference to the ordinance, as admi^ 
niftered by thePrcfbyters of the eflabliilicd Church ; 
but their modes of procedure being charged as 
irregular, they- had every difcouragemcnt from the 
heads of the Church, and no hope of a fettlement 
in it. Hence having erecfled places of worfliip of 
their own, ^nd being no bigots to church govern- 
ment, they by degrees became more feldom oc- 
cafional communicants in their pariih churches, 
and confined thcmfelves to their own minificrs and 
places of worfhip. Yet for a Jong while they were 
very rcludlant to appear to feparate i'rom the 
Church eftablifhed, and to this day, I apprehend 
the great body is epifcopalian ; and prefer that 

mode 
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piode of goYernment in its ancient limplicity, to 
the prefbytcrian or independent model. 

At the time the Mcthodi fts. arofe, all the various 
denominations of diflenters from the eftabliftied 
Church had fiifFered a great decline from evange- 
lical principles and real godlinefs ; and fome much 
more than others, particularly the Englifh Prefbyr 
terians. But many being awakened and revived 
by the labours of the itinerant evangclifts, efpecially 
tliofe of Mr. Whitfield, a fpirit of renewed godli- 
nefs returned in feveral congregations, and their 
ftatcd paflors were roofed to greater zeal and acti- 
vity. The diflenters of all denominations thua 
evidently profited by the flame originally kindled 
by the minifters bred in the eitabliihed Churcji. 
From their itinerant and mod able helpers, decay- 
ing congregations invited paftors to fettle over 
them ; new life was thus infufcd into the torpid, 
mafs. A multitude of churches arofe among them, 
where there had been none before. The Inde- 
pendents efpecially profited hereby, as mod of the 
newly formed focieties preferred the congrega- 
tional model to the Prefbytcrian^ Not that .thefe 
paftors were fuch independents by education or 
principle, as to have any radical obje6lions, at leaft 
many of them, to the forms or order of the efta- 
blil^ed Church, but being excluded by what was 
branded as Metbodifm^ from any profpe($ of adr 

mittanca 
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inittance into the miniftry tbefe^ they readily conJ 
fented to prefide over the cburehoB which called 
them to the pafioral office; and thus alfo the 
Baptifis as welL ^ the Independents have greatly 
enlai^ed their pcde by finrilar aeceifioffs; 

9 

Thefe itinerant preachers wei'e trien of lively 
aad' popular ts^ents, and though not bred in thd 
ibhools* of the prophets, were often endued with 
great eloquence. Some of the more learned amongf 
the difienters regarded them indeed with a jealous 
^ye, and felt nPK>rtified at the preference given to 
pcrfbns neither poflefling the knowledge of lan- 
guages, nor initiated into the myfteries of fcientifio 
literature ; but their numerous audiences befpofcc 
the favour of the people. And without the advan* 
fisiges of an education fbr the miniftrj^, they have 
not been deftitute of excellent gifts for the ufe of 
edifying. They were in general men of good na- 
tural underflanding, well read in the fcriptures of 
their mother tongue, the chief book indeed which 
^ey ftudied. They were experimentally acquaint- 
ed with the great and fundamental truths of reli- 
gion ; they pofleficd a natural faculty of elocution^ 
incrcafcd by the habit of frequent preaching. And 
what fcemed infinitely fuperior to all the reft, they 
appeared deeply aflfedcd ^^^th the truths ^hich 
they delivered ; and as exemplary in their walk 
and converfation, as laborious in the work of the 

miniftry i 
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miniftry; evidently delighting in the fervicCj ail 
their firft and beft wages. 

Whilft tbcfe eminent revivers of evangelical 
truth, Meflrs. Wcfley and Whitfield, with their 
aflbciates, were thus proceeding with increafing^ 
zeal in their feveral fpheres of ufefulneis, the great 
Head of the Church was pleafed to raife up ano** 
ther Angular perfi>nage, who contributed eiceed>» 
ingly to enlai^ the pale of what was called Me* 
thodifm, and to ftrengthen the bands of thofe who 
lal>oured in the work of God our Saviour. 

The noble and eledl Ladt Huntingdon, had 
lived in the higbeft circle of faihion ; by birth a 
daughter of the Houie of Shirl^, by marriage 
united with. the Eari of Huntingdon, both bearing 

the royal arms of England, as defccndants fixnn 
her ancient monarchs. 

In very early infancy, when only nine jrears oM^ 
the fight of a corple about her pwn age conveying^ 
to the grave, engaged her to attend the buria). 
There the firft impreffion^ of deep ferioufncft 
about an eternal wof Id laid hokj on her confciencet 
and with many tears, (he cried cameftly to God 
on the fpot, that whenever he fhould be pleafed 
to take her away, he would deliver her from sdl 
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her fears, and give her a happy departure. She 
oflen afterwards vifited the grave, and always pre- 
icrved a lively fenfe of the afFeding fcene. 



w • • 



Though no views of evangelical truth had 
hitherto opened on her mind, yet even during her 
juvenile days, (he frequently retired for prayer, to a 
particular clofet where (he could not be obfcrved : 
and in all her little troubles found relief in pouring 
out her requefts unto God. When (he grew up, 
and was introduced into the world, (he continued 
to pray that (he might marry into a ferious family. 
None kept up more of the ancient dignity and 
decency than the houfe of Huntingdon. With 
the head of that family (he accordingly became 
united. Lady Betty and Lady Margaret Haftings, 
his lordfhip's (illers, were women of .(ingular ex- 
cellence. 

In this high eftate (lie maintained a peculiar 
ferioufiiefs of condud. Though fometimcs at 
court, and vifiting in the higher circles, Ihe took 
no picafure in the fafhionable follies of the great. 
In the country (he was- the lady bountiful among 
her neighbours and dependents ; and going (till 
about to eftabli(h her own righteoufnefs, (lie en- 
deavoured by prayer and fading, and alms-deeds, 
to commend herfelf to the favour of the mod High 
and mod Holy. 

The 
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The zealous preachers, \vho had been branded 
ivith the name of Methodifts, had now awakened 
great attention in the land. Lady Margaret 
Haftings happening to hear them, received the 
truth as it is in Jefus from their minifiry ; and was 
fome years after united with the excellent Mr, 
Ingham, one of the firft labourers in this plenteous 
harveft. Converfing with Lady Margaret one day 
on this fubjedl, Lady Huntingdon was exceeding- 
Jy ftruck with a fentiment (he uttered, " that fincc 
" fbe had known and believed in the Lord Jefus 
*^ Chrift for life and falvation, ihe had been as 
*^ happy as an angel.** To any fuch fenfation of 
happinefs Lady Huntingdon felt that fhe was as 
yet an utter ftrangcr. 

A dangerous illnefs having foon after this brought 
her to the brink of the grave, the fear of death fell 
terribly upon her, and her confcience was greatly 
diftrclied. Hereupon (he meditated fending for 
Bifhop Bcnfon, of Glouceftcr, who had been Lord 
Huntingdon's tutor, to confult him, and unburden 
her mind. Juft at that time the words of Lady 
Margaret returned ftrongly to her recollection, 
and (he felt an earneft defire, renouncing every 
other hope, to caft herfelf wholly upon Chrift for 
life and falvation. She inft^ntly from her bed 
lifted up her heart to Jefus the Saviour, with this 
importunate prayer ; and immediately all her dif- 
VoL. HI. R trefs 
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trefs and fear were removed, and fhe was filled with 
peace and joy in believing. Her diforder from that 
moment took a favourable turn ; (he was reftored 
to perfedl health, and what was better, to newnels 
of life. She determined thenceforward to prefent 
herfelf to God, as a living facrifice, holy and ac- 
ceptable, which (he was now convinced was her 
reafonable fervice. 

On her recovery, (he fent a kind meflage to the 
Meflrs. Wefleys, who were then preaching in the 
neighbourhood, that fhe was one with them in 
heart, cordially wifhing them good fpeed in the 
name of the Lord, and afluring them of her deter- 
mined purpofe of living for him, who had died for 
her. 

The change thus fuddenly wrought on her 
Ladyfhip, became obfcrvable to all, in the open 
confeflion fhe made of the faith once delivered to 
the faints, and in the zealous fupport fhe began to 
give to the v.^ork of God, amidft all the reproach 
with which it was attended. 

To the noble circle in which Lady Huntingdon 
moved, fuch profeflions and condudl appeared 
wondrous firange ; but fhe had fet her face as a 
flint, and rcfufed to be alhanied of Chrift and his 
crofs. There were not wanting indeed fpme who^ 

under 
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under the guifc of friendfhip, wiQied Lord Hunt- 
ingdon to intcrpofe his authority : but, however 
he differed from her Ladyfliip in fcnliuient, he con- 
tinued to (hew her the fame affection and refpedl. 
He defired, however, Ihe would oblige him, by con- 
vcrfing with Bilhop Benfon on the fubjeci^l, to 
which (lie readily acquiefced. 

The bifhop was accordingly fcnt for, in order to 
reafon with her Ladyfhip refpedling her opinions 
and conduct. But flje preflcd him fo hard with 
articles and homilies ; and (o plainly and faithfully 
urged upon him the awful refponlibility of his fta- 
tion under the great Head of the Church, Jefus 
Chrift, that his temper was ruffled ; and he rofe 
up in hafte to depart, bitterly lamenting, that be 
had ever laid his hands on George Whitfield, to 
whom he imputed, though without caufe, the 
change wrought in her Ladyfhip. She called hirn 
back ; " My Lord," faid Hie, '' mark my words, 
when you come upon your dying bed, that will 
be one of the few ordinations you will refledt 
" upon with complacence." It deferves remark, 
that Bifhop Benfon, on his dying bed, fent tea 
guineas to Mr. Whitfield, as a token of his favour 
and approbation, and begged to be reiiiembered by 
him in bis prayers. 

Kq, I hope 
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I hope the prefent venerable Bifhop of Worcefter 
will not be difpleafed if I record a fimilar inftance 
of his candor lately reported 'to mc. As he preaches 
frequently, he bad obferved a poor man remarj^a- 
bly attentive, and made him fome little prelents. 
After a while he mrfled his humble auditor, and 
meeting him^ faid^ " John, bow is it that I do not 
^ fee you in the aifle as ufual r" John, with fomc 
befitation, replied, " My Lord, I hope you will 
" not be offended, and I will tell you the truth* 
^* I went the other day to hear the Methodifts, 
*^ and I underftood their plain words fo much 
^* better, that I have attended them ever fince.** 
The bifliop put his hand into his pocket, and gave 
him a guinea, with words lo this effect, ** God 
" blcfs you, and go where you can, receive the 
•' grcateft profit to your foul." 

I know no place more proper to preferve anothelr 
anecdote, which I received from my excellent 
fritind, the Rev. Mr. Talbot, of St. Giles, Reading. 
When Archbifhop Seeker was laid on his couch 
with a broken thigh, and fenfible of his approaclv- 
ing end, my dear departed friend, who had lived in 
great intimacy with him, and received his prefer- 
ment from him, vifited him at Lambeth. Before 
they parted, " You will pray with mc Talbot," faid 
tile archbifhop. Mr. Talbot rofe and went to look 

for 
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for a prayer bcx)k, ^' That is not what I want now,'* 
(aid the dying prelate, " kneel down by me, and 
" pray for me in the way I know you are ufed to 
^^ do.'* With which command my dear brother 
readily complied, and prayed earneftly from his 
beart for bis dying friend, whom he faw no mor€. 

Lady Huntingdon's heart . was now truly en- 
gaged to God, and (he refolved, to her befl. ability, 
to lay herfelf out to do good. The poor around 
ber were the natural objedis of her attention. 
Thefe. (he bountifully reiieved in their neceffities, 
vifited in fickn^fs, converfed with, and led them to 
their knees, praying with them and for them. The 
late Prince of Wales, one day at court, afked a 
lady of faftiion, Lady Charlotte E. where my Lady 
Huntingdon was, t^at Hue fo feldom vifited the 
circle. Lady Charlotte, replied with a fneer, " I 
^^ fuppofe praying with her be^ars.** The Prince 
(hook his head, and faid, " Lady Charlotte, when 
'^ I am dying, I think I (hall be happy to feize the 
^^ (kirt of Lady HuntingdoV^ ipaiitle, to lifl mc up 
** with her to Heaven.'* 

During my Lord Huntingdpn^s life (he wannly 
efpoufed the caufe of Grod and truth, though her 
jDcans (;if ufefulnefs were neceflarily circumfcribed, 
gqd bpr family engagements occupied much of her 

R 3 time 
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time and attention. On his demife, fhe Was left 
the entire management of her children, and of their 
fortunes, which fhc improved ^th th'e greateft 
fidelity. Become hcrxiwn miflrefs, (he rcfolved to 
devote herfelf wholly to the fcrvice of Chrift, and 
the ibuls redeemed by his blood. Her zealous 
heart embraced cordially all whom fhe eficemed 
real Chriftians, whatever their denomination or 
opinions might be, but being herfelf in fentiment 
more congenial with Mr. Whitfield, than the Mr. 
Wcflcys, (he favoured thofe efpecially who were 
the minifters of the Calviniftic pcrfuafioh, accord- 
ing to the literal fenfe of the articles of the Churcli 
ipf England: And with an intention of giving 
them' a greater fcene of ufcfulnefs, flic opened her 
hoiife in Park -rtreet, for the preaching of the 
gofpel, fuppofing as a peerefs of the realm, that (lie 
had an indifputable right to employ as her family 
ehaplains, thofe minifters of the Church whom (lie 
■ patronifcd. On the week days Her kitchen was 
•filled with the poor of the flock, for whom fhc 
•provided inftruc^ion ; and on the Lord's-day the 
great and noble were invited to fpcnd the evening 
in her drawing-room, where Mr. Whitfield, Mr. 
Rornaine, Mr. Jones, and other minifters of Chrift, 
" nddreflcd to them faithfully all the words of this 
-■life, "and were heard with apparently deep and 
ferious attention. 

Lady 
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JLacIy Huntingdon now became the open and 
avowed patronefs of all the zealous minifters of 
Chrift, efpecially of thofe who were fufFering fpr 
the teftimony of Jcfus. Mr. Romaine, on his being 
turned out of St. George's Church, received parti- 
cular tokens of her favour ; and though till then 
unknown to her, I was honoured with her ex- 
prcflions of kindnefs and approbation, when, as 
yet a young man, I fufFcred fuch perfecution from 
Bifhop Hume, and the Univerfity of Oxford, and 
was fo unjuftly difpoflcfled of my cure in that city; 
without a charge, except that I endeavoured to fill 
it with the knowledge of the dodlrine of my cruci- 
fied Lord, which was condrued as an intention of 
bringing ^his man's blood upon them. All the 
parties concerned in thefe tranfadlions are gone in- 
to their graves, and whilft I record them, I am 
ready to touch my laft hour. I can with joy look 
forward to the day of ray Lord ; he knoweth the 
fimplicity and godly fincerity with which I then 
a6lcd,* 

* On this occafion I waited on Archbiihop Seeker, at Lam- 
beth, by whom I had been ordained, for rcdrefs againft an ai5l 
which appeared to us glaring oppreflion. He had, diirini; his 
filling the fee of Oxford, received many complaints ag linli me, 
but always heard me with candor, and fpoke to mc with kind- 
nefs. When I ilated to him thelituation in which I wasplr.ccu. 
and begged I might be permitted to know, and anfwer any 
charges which were brought againft me ; and that, as he or- 
dained me, and knew my Ibitiments fully bcibre, he would not 
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The limits to which I am reftri<3ed forbid my 
defcending into a variety of particulars, that I may 
advert to the fubfequcnt fteps taken by this venera- 
ble woman, more immediately and cxtenfively to 
fpread the knowledge of falvation, and tx> reftorc 
the defolations of that Church, which is the great 
objecft of this hiftory. 

The illn^fs of her younger fon, which proved 
fatal, had led her to Brighthelmilone, for the fake 
of fea-bathing. There her adive fpirit having 
produced fome awakening among the people, (he 
ere6led a little chapel contiguous to her bouie^^ 

fufFer me to be borne down by the abufe of power, and driven 
from my cure with ignominy ; wtuch could not byt a£Fe<% al} 
xny future profpeAsin life. ** Sir," faid he, ** whilft I was 
•* your Bilhop, I always protcftcd you. There are many com- 
•* plaints, that multitudes of the young ftudcnts follow you, 
** and that there were diilurbances at your church ; but whe* 
** ihcr you gave the offence^ or they took it^ I cannot take upon niyfelf 
'• to {ieta-mine, I am no longer your Bifbop, and cannot inter- 
*'fere/' 

Bifhop Hume, foon after tranflated to Salifbur}'-, happened 
one day after dinner to be alked by Mr. Rogers, of Warminfter, 

V Pray, my Lord, what was the real caufe of all that noife 
" made about Haweis at Oxford ?*' The biftiop, with fome 
fnibarraflment, faid, ** Say nothing to me on that lubjedl, it 

V has given me the greatrft uneafineis." I heard this from the 
pcrfon to whom Mr. Rogers mentioned it with pleaf'ure : I hope 
the great Head of the Church forgave the injufticc done to his 
fcrvdut, ^ 

that 
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that the gofpel might be preached to them. This 
was the firll fruits of her great increafe : it wag 
enlarge<i, and that not fufficing to Contain the con- 
gregation, it was a third time taken down and 
rebuilt. Many can fay they were born there. 
The fuccefs attending this firft effort encouraged 
greater Bath, the refort of falhion, beheld an 
elegant and commodious place of wor(hip raifed 
by the fame liberal hand. Oathall, Bretby, and 
various other places, received the gofpel by her 
means. At firft (he confined herfelf to the mini^ 
ters of the eftablifhed Church, as her preachers, 
many of whom obeyed her invitation, and labour- 
ed in the places where (he refided : but her zeal 
enlarging with her fuccefs, and a great variety of 
perfons throughout the kingdom begging her affift- 
^nce, in London, and many of the moft populous 
cities, (he fct up the ftandard of the gofpel, and 
purchafed, built, or hired, chapels vail and com- 
modious, for the performance of divine fervice. 
As thefe multiplied exceedingly, through England, 
Ireland, and Wales, the minifters who had before 
laboured for her Ladyftiip, were unequal to the 
talk ; and fome unwilling to move in a fphere fo 
pxtenfive, and which began to be branded as irre- 
gular, and to meet great oppofition : yet many 
perfevered in their cordial fcrvices, when fummon- 
ed to the work, and were content to bear the crofs. 
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; As the work greatly enlarged beyond her power to 
iiipply :tbe chapels with regular miniiters, Lady 
Huntingdon refolved to employ the fame melhods 
«*Mr. Wefley and Mr. Whitfield bad purfued 
with fo much fucceis before. She invited laymen 
of piety and abililie^, to exhort and keep up the 
,CPngrcgations (he bad eftabliQied. 

In order tQ provide proper perfons for the work, 
{he now retired into Wales, where (he credicd a 
college for training up young men to the miniftry. 
From thence (he difpatchcd the requifite fupplies 
for the increafed congregations under her patron- 
age ; and as the calls were often urgent, her (In- 
dents were too frequently thruft forth into the har- 
veft, before they had made any confiderablc profi- 
ciency in th6 languages, or facred literature, in 
which it had been her intention they (hould be in- 
ilrufled. ■ Few of them knew much more than 
their native tougue, yet being men of ftrong fcnfe, 
and real devotednefs to God, their miniftry was 
very greatly bldled, and the acdounts of their fuc- 
ccfs animated her to greater exertions. They were 
itinerant — moved from congregation to congrega- 
tion in a rotation efiabliflied ; and her correfpond- 
ence with them to regulate and provide a conftant 
fupply, was a labour to which her adlive fpirit 
alone was equal. 

INIanv 
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Many of thcfe fought a fcttlement, either in the 
Church or among the diiTcntcrs, in preference to a 
life of itinerancy ; and as they were under no bonds 
but thofc of choice, they often quitted her con- 
ncdlion. I think not Icfs than fifty are now la- 
bouring in the Church, or among the diflenters, 
with bcnedicSlion. Their places were always fup- 
plied, and others offered to fill the ranks, as death, 
or retirement from the fcrvice, thinned their nuni<- 
bers. 

Though Lady Huntingdon devoted the whole 
of her fubftance to the gofpcl, yet it is not a little 
furprifing, how her income fufficed for the im- 
mcnfity of cxpcnce in which Ihe was necefllirily 
involved. Her jointure was no more than twelve 
hundred pounds a-year ; and only after the death 
6( her fon, a few years preceding her own, fhc 
received the addition of another thoufarfd. She of- 
ten involved hcrfelf in expences for building cha- 
pels, which fhe found it burthenfome to difchargc. 
But the Lord brought her always honourably 
through her engagements, and provided a fupply 
when her own was exhaufled. 

To the age of fourfcore and upwards, fhc main- 
tained all the vigour of youth ; and though in her 
latter years the contradiion of her throat reduced 
her almoft wholly to a liquid diet, heir fpirits qe- 

ver 
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ver Teemed to fail ber ; and to the very la(i days of 
iier life, her adiive mind was planning flill greater 
imd more extenfive fchemes of ufefulnefs, for the 
univcrfal fpread of the gofpcl of Cbrift, 

Lady Huntingdon was rather above the middle 
fize. Her prefence noble, and commanding refpeiSk; 
her addrefs Angularly engaging ; her intelligence 
^cute ; her diligence indefatigable ; and the con- 
ftant labour of her tho|ught and corrcfpondcacc 
inconceivable. Never was creature apparently 
more dead to all feif indulgence, or more liberally 
:4ifpofcd to fupply the calls of the gofpel. I be- 
lieve, during the many, years I was honoured with 
ber fricndfhip, flie often poflefled no more thaq 
the gown fhe wore. I hayc often faid., (he was 
one of the poor who lived on her own bounty ; 
but her mod difiinguifluqg excellence was, the 
fervent zeal which always burned in her bofom, to 
make known the gofpel of the grape of God : 
which no difappointments quenched, nq labours 
flackened, no oppolilion difcouraged, no progrefs 
of years abated: it flamed ftrongpft in her latcft 
moments. The world has feldom feen fuch a cha- 
racter — thoufands and tens of thoufands will have 
reafon, living and dying, to blcfs her memory, as 
having been the hiippy inflrumcnt of bringing 
them out of darkncfs into marvellous light ; and 
multitudes favcd by her inflrumcntality, have met 

her 
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her in the regions of glory, to rejoice together in 
the prefence of God and of the Lamb. 

But it may be faid, was (he a perfect charadler I 
No. This is not the lot of mortals on this fide th« 
grave. When the moon walkcth in her brightneli, 
her (hadows are moft vifible. 

Lady Huntingdon was ?n her temper warm and 
fanguine — her prediledlions for feme, and her pre- 
judices againft others, were fometimes too haftily 
adopted — and by thefc fhe was led to form con* 
ckifions not always corrcfpondent with truth and 
wifdom. 

The fuccefs attending her efforts, feemed to im- 
prefs her mind with a perfuafion, that a particular 
lenediiSion would reft upon whomfbever flic 
fhould fend forth ; and rendered her choice not 
always judicious : though feldom were there ever 
lefs offences in fo extended a work. 

She had fo Ibng directed the procedures of her 
conne6tion, that (he too feldom alked the advice 
of the judicious minifters who laboured with her; 
and bore not paflfively contradidion. 

I am the hiftorian of truth, as far as I know it. 
She needs no poflhumous fame to blazon her 

worth; 
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worth ; and fhc is paft far beyond all biinnan cen- 
fure which can afFecl her. The great Head of the 
Church hath, I have full confidence, decided her 
cbara6ler, pitied her infirmities, pardoned her ini- 
quities, and welcomed her to glory, with well done 
good, and faithful fcrvant.* 

At her death, Lady Huntingdon left her cha- 
pels to truftees and executors, for the continuance 
of the fame plan ; which they have purfued with 
Ibmc meafurc of the fame difintereficd zeal, and 
with increafing fuccefs. Not Icfs than one hun- 
dred thoufand perfbns continue to have the gofpel 
preached to them, by their means. The fame fteps 
are purfued in England, Wales, and Ireland ; and 
though the property left by her Ladyfhip for carry- 

* I infert the followiii;:; anecdotes, not unworthy prcfcrva- 
tion. The famous infidel, Lord BoHugbroke, in conference 
one day with her Lady(hip, addrclTed her, '* My l.ady, when 
you picafe to command my pen, it Ihall be drawn in your 
fervice, and admitting the Bible to be true, I (liall have little 
appreheniion of maintaining the dodlrincs of prcdcllination and 
graccy againft all your revilcrs." 

My Lord Huntingdon, her fon, unhappily was a difciple of 
the infidel fchool, yet however oppofitc to her Ladyfhip in 
ientiments, he highly reverenced his venerable mother. A 
great prelate one day in converfation faid, " I wifli, my Lord, 
you would fpeak to Lady H. flic has juft crciftcd a preaching 
place dole to my palace wall." *' Cdadly,*' fays his Lordlhip, 
•' but will you do me the favour to inform mc what to urge, 
for my mother rrttfly btUcvcs the Birlc.^^ 

ing 
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ing on the work of God, was bafely feized at her 
death by the Americans of Georgia and Carolina^ 
where it lay ; and her aflets in England, her cha- 
pels excepted, were found not fufficient for her 
engagements ; yet, however unable to recover her 
cftates, all claims havg been difcharged ; and the 
chapels, according to her will, maintained with 
lefs incumbrances than at her deceafe. 

The feminary in Wales ceafcd at her Ladyfliip's 
death, the leafe being juft expired, and no endow- 
ment left, her income dying with her : but a new 
college, on a plan more promifing for literature, 
has been eftablifhcd at Chc(hunt, in Hertfordfhire, 
near London ; and under the fuperintending care 
of truflees appointed for that purpofe. A number 
of fludents have been already educated there, and 
many arc gone forth, now preaching the gofpel 
with much acceptance, from this feminary. It 
cannot, indeed, be fuppofed, that in the courfe of 
three or four years, the term allotted for their 
education, much fcientific attainments can be 
made ; yet we have the pleafure of finding by ex- 
perience, that in this time diligently improved, a 
competent knowledge of the facred languages may 
be obtained : and what is more important and dc- 
fireable, by the conftant exercife of fpeakiog be- 
fore the prefident, fludents, and others, a facility 
und propriety of addrefs is acquired, highly defire- 

able 
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able for them in their future miniftrations. Into 
this fcminary none are admitted, but after ftricft 
enquiry of their chara<5lers, and repeated exami- 
nation into their Chriftian experience, and natural 
abilities. They are required to bring recommen- 
dations, and authentic teflimonials, from the mi- 
iiifters and others with whom they have been ac- 
cufiomed to worftiip. They are not received too 
young, nor much advanced in life ; ufually be- 
tween the age of twenty and thirty. They are 
expedtcd to give the moft fatisfadlory account of 
their own real converfion to God, and of the rea- 
sons which engage them to devote themfelves to 
the miniftry. They muft appear poflcfled of acute, 
or at lead of promifing faculties for improvement. 
And as the grcateft attention is paid to their edu- 
cation, and the difpofition with which they arc 
admitted, fecurcs the moft unremitting application 
to ftudy, their improvement hath been hitherto 
remarkably rapid, confidering the neccffity of be- 
ginning in moft inftances with the firft rudiments 
of grammar in each of the languages. 

This inftitution promifcs the greateft utility. 
The education and maintenance of the ftudents is 
entirely-free : and at the expiration of the term of 
their fludies, when they have been examined, and 
judged fit to proceed to the miniftr}', they are un- 
der no reftri6lions, but may apply for admiffion 

into 
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into the eftablifhed Church, or any other denomi- 
nation of Chriftians. If Chrift be biit preached^ 
the end of our feminary is anfwered. 

Thus, among thofe who bear the name of Me- 
thodifts, there are three diftindl bodies, the fea- 
tures of which arc very difcriminating. Indeed, 
ike the term Piettji^ the name of Methodift is oftert 
applied to ferious perfons, who have no conne<5iioii 
immediately with the focieties of Mr. Weflcy or 
Mr. Whitfield, or the fucceflbrs of Lady Hunting- 
don. But each of thcfe, though denominated by 
the general nanie of Methodifts, has a difcipline 
and regulations peculiar to themfelves : thefc F 
fhall curforily remark: 

1 . The body of Arminian Methodifts, who derive 
their name and order from Mr. Weflcy, purfue 
the plan laid down by him. During his life, fucH 
tvas his pcrfonal influence, that ft rendered • h\i 
recommendations the general rule of their fociety ; 
fo that all his people, throughout the Britifli do- 
mmions, to which alfo America might be added, 
looked up to him as their prefident and diredor. 
His time was fpent in one continued voyage or 
Journey, viiiting regularly every fociety in the vaft 
drcle of his connection, and uftially preaching 
every day, and frequently twice or thrice. Hd 
Uccuftomed all his congregations to his plan df 

Vol. Ill: S itinerancy 
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itinerancy and a frequent change of miniflers* A 
general conference annually fixed the (Nations of the 
preachers, and fettled two or three within a cer- 
tain diftricSl, round which they moved in the courie 
of a fortnight or three weeks, generally preaching 
fbniewhcre every evening, and holding Ibcletied 
for prayer and mutual exhortation. All who join- 
ed in thefe, contributed a fmall flim weekly for 
the fupport of the general work, which flbwards 
appointed, regdlarly accounted for^ By this a 
provifion'w^s made for the maintenance of the 
preachers, according to the number of their fami-^ 
lies, or occafional. neceffities. The profits arifing 
from publications, circulated from a prefs of their 
own, very confiderably encrcaie this fund for the 
fupport of their caufe. Sometimes the flay of the 
preachers in their rounds is continued for more 
than one year, but this is fixed at the general con- 
ference. The fame ftcps have been purfued fince 
Mn Wefley's death : they admit no prefident, but 
a few of the moft able preachers fway their delibe- 
rations. On the whole, confidering the nature of 
fuch a body, united merely by voluntary aflbcia- 
tion, it is amazing that more difputes and divifions 
have not arifen. Their zeal, their acSlivity, and 
ufefiilnefs, continue undimini(hed. America, and 
the Leeward Iflands have been greatly benefited 
by their labours, as well as the feveral parts of the 
Britiih dominions in Europe; and the impulfc 

given 
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given to this great machine, is continued in the 
fame line of dire6tibn by thofe who lit in the an- 
nual conference. For fome time pad they have 
had an ordination among thcmfelvcs, and now the 
people generally communicate with their own 
teachers : their connexion with the eftablifhed 
Chxirch is hereby greatly weakened ; and it will 
probably ifTue in a complcat feparatiori, not froiTi 
any averfion to cptfcopal government, but frorii 
defpair of procuring epifcopal ordination for the 
pallors whom they have chofen. 

1. The followers of Mr. Whitfield ai-e, in the 
aggregate, a body neafly as numerous as the for- 
mer, but not fo compa6l and united. Their prin- 
ciples being Calviniftic, recommended them cfpe- 
cially to the various denominations of diflenters^ 
and to thofe of the reformed religion in. Scotland 
and abroad. A great number of thefe joined Mr. 
Whitfield, as well as multitudes, who left the 
eftablifhed Church. Thefe Were formed into con- 
gregations in diverfc places, who, though confi- 
dering themfelvcs as one body, have not the fame 
union and interchange as the fplJowers of Mf* 
Wefley* The firft and principal of the churches, 
at Tottenharh-cdurt, obferves the Church ceremo- 
nials and liturgy, the others ufe in general free 
prayer. Yet thefe confider thcmfclves not as dif- 
tkift independent cTiurches, but formed under a 

S 2 fcsderal 
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foedcral connection : and fome of thefe have no 
Hated paftor, but are fiipplied by a rotation of 
minifters. They have an ordination among them- 
felves ; and where there is a ftationary miniftry, 
they ftill hold conne(51ion with each other, and 
come up as invited or called upon to the greater 
congregations, for a fixed fpace according to an 
appointed routine. All thefe places of worfhip are 
fupported, not like Mr. Wefley's, by a general 
fund ; but the expences of the meeting, and fala* 
ries of minifters, are provided by the fevcral con- 
gregations, and colledtcd and expended in each 
by ftcwards chofen out of the principal people. 
The great chapels, in London, are managed by 
truftees, who were firfl: appointed by Mr. Whit- 
field himfelf ; and on their fevcral dcmifes, have 
moft faithfully and difintcreftedly devolved the truft 
on others ; men hitherto above fufpicion, and 
thenifelves the moft liberal fupporters of the caufc 
cntrnfted to their care : and thus fo far from di- 
minifliing fincc Mr. Whitfield's death, the num- 
bers who have joined them are vaflly increafed. 
Thefe arc every day growing more into bodies of 
real diflcnters, and lofing the attachment to the 
Church, which was at firft ftrongly preferved. Yet 
they continue very difFcrent from the independents, 
whom they moll rcfcmble, in a variety of particu- 
lars — rcfpeding itinerancy, church government, 
change of minifters, and mutual tnd more open 

communion. 
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communion. Thefe congregations are very nu- 
meroufly, and very fcrioufly attended. No where 
is the life of godlinefs more apparently prefcrved. 
The lay preachers, however, are comparatively be-^ 
come few, the mod having been ordained among 
themfdves ; and the body is riot^ governed' by a 
general conference, nor the work fupported by a 
common flock : but each congregation provides 
for its own expences. Some chapels around Lon- 
don depend for their fupplies of preachers, to be 
furnifhed from the great bodies in the metropolis. 
The richer congregations arc always ready to affift 
the poorer in building or enbrging places of wor- 
fhip, and in helping a recent and weaker fociety, 
till they become fufficiently numerous, and able to 
defray their own expences, 

3. As the Countefs of Huntingdon left all her 
numerous chapels in the hands of devifees, they 
purfuc exadlly the fame method of procedure as 
Ihe did. A number of minifters of the eftablifhed 
Church, and efpecially from Wales, where flic 
long refided, continue to fupply in rotation the 
larger chapels of her eredlion ; and thofe who were 
her ftudcnts in her college in Wales, or have fince 
been educated at Chefhunt, with others approved 
and chofen for the work, are difpcrfed through 
Great Britain and Ireland. All thefe miniliers 
ferve \nfucceJfion ; not depending upon the con- 

S 3 gregations 
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gregations in whiph they minifler for tbeir fupport^ 
but on the truftees, under whofe^ direction they 
move. Every congregation furpiflies a ftipulated 
maintenance to the mfnifter during his refidencQ 
among them, and his travelling expences : but in 
no congregation^de^ they remain as ftated paftors^ 
but expedl a fucCeflbr, as foon as the time affixed 
for their (lay is complcated. Nor can any of the 
congregations difmifs the perfon refiden):, or pro- 
cure a change, but by applieation to the truftees^ 
fuch being thq conditions on which they engage 
to fupply them with a fucccllion of minifters. If 
ayiy minifter is peculiarly ufeful, and requeft i^ 
made that his flay may be prolonged, it is ufually 
complied with ; nay, fometimcs at the deftre of 
the people he is allowed to fettle among them, 
liable however tea call of two or three months an- 
nually, to be employed in the work at large. And 
if any miniflcr is not acceptable, or his miniftry 
beneficial, his flay is fliortencd, and he is removed 
to another ftation. Two rules are eflablifhed and 
known : (l.) That if any perfon leaves the con- 
ne(5lion, to which he has no tie, but choice, he is 
admitted into it no more ; though the truflecs as 
cordially rejoice in his ufefulnefs in another deno- 
mination of Chrifiians, as in their own. (2.) It is 
alfo conflantly enforced, that if any man departs 
from the Calviniltic articles of the Church of Eng- 
land^ or incurs reproach by any accufation of im- 
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inorality^ he is fummoned to exculpate himfclf be- 
fore the truftees^ and heard with all candor ; but 
if the fadl be eilablidied^ ho is difmifled, without 
any poflibility of being ever agnin admitted to rai-' 
nifter in any of their congregritions, The bent of 
thefe congregations is ftrongly to the eltabli(hcd 
Church. Her liturgy is ufcd in public worihip 
in all the principal chapels. Minifters of the 
cftablifhment, fuch is the lenity of the times, fcrvc 
without interruption. Indeed, all perfecution for 
religious differences is become fo oppofitc to the 
fpirit of the nation, that thefe things ufually p^fg 
without cenfure. Probably the bilhops themfclves 
wi(h not to alienate large bodies of the rnofl ac- 
tive and exemplary Chriftians, farther from the 
Church, by ufelefs irritation. 

It is obfcrvable, that all thefe great bodies, 
though driven to worfhip in places of their own 
credlion, in order to fecurc the preaching of fuch 
evangelical principles, as they cannot find in the 
churches in general, would be happy to have the 
caufe removed, that hath compelled them to thefe 
expedients: and were the bifhops and clergy zeal- 
ous to inculcate the great fundamentals of gofpel 
truth, and to adorn the do<5lrine by a life of fpi- 
ritual religion, the greater part of thefe partial fe- 
ceders would probably return to the forms and 
worfhip of the eflablifhed Church. As it is, their 

S 4 numbers 
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DUmbers every day increafe ; and whilft care- 
kflhefs and lukewarninefs caufc the ,nobleft edi- 
fices to be deferted, every little meeting is crowd- 
ed with hearers, wherever a minifter, earned and 
evangelical, labours from his heart, for the falva- 
tion of men's fouls.* 

.. Such has been the progrcfs of what is called 
Methodifm in the greater bodies, that more imme- 

* An awful proof of this I ytvy lately received from a clergy- 
man, on whofc veracity I can fully dej>end. He had preached 
in the morning, where the lc(fturer of one of the nobleft churches 
in the heart of the city of Loudon read prayers, and being in- 
difpofed, he expreJTcd a wi(h, that he could get his leAurcihip 
fupplied that afternoon. My friend humanely oflercd his fer-f 
vices, and the le<5lurcr begged him to be pundlual at three. Af-* 
ter a walk of two miles, he entered the Church a few minutes 
before the time, and was furprlfed not to perceive an individual 
in the church, except the boy who was tolling the bell with the 
furplke on his arm. He w^cnt into the veilry, and was but jull 
iat down, when a man in black opened the door, and walking 
up addreffcd him with a very confequential air — *' Pray, Sir, 
*' who may vou be ?" "Who am I ? — fuch a one — ^^and come 
^ to preach. for your Icdlurer this afternoon." '* There was no 
',* body here lall Sunday,** faid this important perfonagc, as 
the clock (Iruck, ** and I fee nobody to-day.** Upon which, 
taking up his hat, he ftalked off with dignity, faying, '* Let 
*'' us depart in peace,** and left the clergyman overwhelmed 
with indignation and aftoniftiment. Thefe things ought not fo 
to be. On the Lord's day — in the midft of the city of London 
—in one of its raofl beautiful churches — not an individual at- 
tended for two fucccffive fabbaths. There mud be a caufe for 
tTTeds fo aWful. 

'■■'■■ diatcly 
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diately bear that name : but it hath fprcad in a 
prodigious manner, both among thofe of the church 
as well as the diflcnters from it ; and has been the 
means of rekindling the zeal of very many, fo as 
to produce a vaft alteration for the better in the con- 
du6l of thoufands and ten thoufands. Prediledlion 
for the eftablifliment, ftrongly attaches many to it, 
who have received their religious impreflions from 
one or other of thefe Methodift focieties, or from 
fome of their own clergy, who lye under the im- 
putation of being methodiftically inclined, that is^ 
fuch as UleraUy and, with apparent %eal inculcate 
the doflrinal articles they have fubfcribed, and 
live in a. (late of greater piety and feparation from 
the world, than the generality of their brethren. 
The number of thefe is of late amazingly increafed. 
Where before fcarcely a man of this ilamp could 
be found, fome hundreds, as re<5lors or curates 
in the eftablifhed Church, inculcate the docStrines 
which are branded with methpdifm ; and every 
where, throughout the kingdom, one or more, 
and fometimes feveral, are to be found within the 
compafs of a few miles, who approve themfelvcs 
faithful labourers in the Lord's vineyard. Th^ 
naturally aflbciate among themfelves, and feparate 
from the corruption which is in the world. Every 
where they carry the ilamp of peculiarity, and arcf 
marked by their brethren. Though carefully con- 
forming to eftablifhed rules, and ftridly regular, 

they 
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^cy are every where objects of , reproach, becaufc 
their condu(5l cannot but refledl on thofe who 
cboofe not to follow fuch examples. They pay 
conicientioas attention to the fouls of their pa»- 
riihioners ; convcrfe with them on fpiritua! fub- 
jtAs, wherever they vifit ; encourage prayer and 
praife in the feveral families under their care ; of- 
ten meet them for thefe purpofcs ; and engage 
them to meet and edify one another. Their ex* 
cmplary converfation procures them reverence 
from the poor of the flock, as their faithful rebukes 
often bring upon them the difpleafure of the 
worldling, the diflipated, and the carelefs. They 
joio in none of the fafliionable amufements of the 
^e, frequent not the theatres, or fcenes of difll- 
pation, court no favour of the great, or human re- 
fpe6ls ; • their time and fervices are better employ- 
cd in the more important labours of the miniftry, 
preaching the word in feafon, out of feafon, and 
counting their work their heft* wages. They la- 
bour, indeed, under many difcouragements. All 
the fuperior orders of the clergy (hun their fociety. 
They have been often treated by their diocefanj 
with much infolcrice and oppreflion. They can 
Dumber no bifhop, nor fcarcely a dignitary among 
them. Yet their number, ftrength, and refpedla- 
bility, continue increafing. May they grow into 
an hoft, like the hoft of God. 
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By the labours of thefe moft excellent men the 
congregations of Mcthodifts and diflenters are 
greatly enlarged; and though during their lives 
and iocumbency, they fill their churches, and di* 
minifli the number of feparatifls; yet on their death 
pv removal, they unintentionally add all the moft 
ferious part of their flgcks to their brethren who 
are of a like fpirit. For when the people have loft 
their good clergyman, and having no choice of a 
fucceflbr, find a man placed over them of an utterly 
different temper and condudl ; in dodtrine errone- 
ous, as in his life uncxemplary ; they are naturally 
driven to fcek the fame means of edification- to 
which they have been accullomed, and which God 
hath given them the grace to know how truly ta 
appreciate : as they have no fuqh attachment to 
church walls^ as to be confined to them, where 
Ichabod is written thereon. When therefore they 
can hear nothing truly edifying from their parifb 
rninirter, they fearch out fbme Methodift chape^ 
pr diflcnting meeting, where the evangelical and 
reformed dodlrines are taught, and where a people- 
like themfelves worftiippingGod in fpirit, aflemblc 
for mutual edification ; and if they can find no 
fuch, they raife one ; aflbciating among themfelves, 
and appointing the mofi: zealous and beft informed 
to edify them ; or making application for fuch to 

fome one of the bodies of Methodifts or Dif* 
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fenters. 
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It is a plcafing feature of the prefent day, that 
tbc fpirit of toleration and candor appears of late 
more difFufcd, and pcrfccution difcountenanced, 
though not utterly difcontinued. During the firft 
ftniggles of Mcthodifm, many harfh and fevere 
HQcafurcs were taken, and wicked or prejudiced 
inagiftrates puflied the penal laws againft feAaries 
to the extreme. Of late they have almoft wholly 
ffept, and thofe who were formerly defpifed and 
hated, at prefent are under a lefs odium from their 
profeffion, and more rcfpedled by their brethren-. 
Theff numbers have given them confequepcein 
tbc national fcale. The perilous tfmcs have en- 
gaged the chief attention of their countrymen. It 
js not a day to difcourage religion, when impiety 
and infidelity are come in like a flood. Every go- 
vernment niuft perceive, that thofe citizens are 
moft valuable, whofe obedience and peaceablcnefs 
are ftrengthened by religious principles. 

The ftatc of real godlinefs among us in general, 
has for fomc time pad certainly been on the in- 
creafe. The clergy in the Church, many of them 
at Icaft, have been engaged to change tbc ftrain of 
moral preaching, for more frequent notice of the 
orthodox principles of Chrift's diyinity and atone- 
ment, and the neccffity of true holinefs. But 
it muft be confcflcd that even truth itfclf freezes 
upon the lips of thofe whofe heart is not inflamed 

with 
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with the love of it ; and who do not feel for oUiers* 
fouls by having felt the importance of feeking the 
falvation of their own. 



The orthodox diflenters maintain a refpe<SlaUc 
profcflion. The Arian and Socinian congrega- 
tions, which a few men of learning and philofophtc 
attainments fought to fupport, have dwindled al- 
moft to nothing ; and the only large and zealous 
bodies arc thofc in which the ancient reformed 
do(5lrincs are maintained with all their vigour; 
,and this chiefly by minifters, who derive their birth 
from one or other of the great Mcthodift focicties. 

To this fourcc alfo arc to be chiefly traced the 
zealous and fucccfsful efforts made of late by the 
Mljftonary Socteiy, which have been already men- 
tioned, to fend the gofpel among the heathen- 
And it may juftly be reckoned among the Angular 
and happy cfFcdls, which have already refultcd 
from this attempt to evangelize the lands of dark* 
nefs and defpair, that fuch an endeared union and 
cordiality hath been reftorcd among the various 
denominations, of Chriflians, who had fo long flood 
in a ftatc of rcpulfion from each other. They havft 
now agreed to facrificc educational prejudices, and 
narrow bigotry, on the altar of Chriflian love, 
Englifli and Scots, Epifcopalians and Prefbyte- 
rians, Methodifts and Independents^ have united 

- in 
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Sn the great objeft of a heathen miflion, atid 
ibiemnly pledged themfelves to each other, that 
neither politics, nor our different peculiarities (hall 
mingle with the gofpel truth, which we defire to 
impart to the nations, but that all who go on this 
felf-denying fervice fball have but one injun6lion 
from us to preach and teach Jefus Chrift in primi- 
tive fimplicity ; prefcribing no exclufive church 
6rdcr, or form of difciplinc ; but wifhing every 
man to maintain true communion with his brethren, 
and whenever fuccefs fhall crown their labours, 
and congregations be formed among our black, or 
brown, or olive coloured brethren, to avoid as much 
as poflible all difputes about matters non-eflential, 
to follow to the beft of their judgments, the fcrip- 
tural model of the Gofpel Church ; and to main* 
tain carefully among themfelves, the unity of the 
fpirit in the bond of peace. Nor hath this noble 
attempt failed to attract the notice of our foreign 
brethren, whofe correfpondence hath teftifidd theif 
high delight at our commencements, who are pray- 
ing for its abundant fuccefs, and in America, and 
on the Continent have been roufed up to fimilar 
exertions, and are preparing to run the fame race 
with us, where emulation is laudable, and ambi- 
tion to excel a truly Chriflian grace. 

The Miffionary Society hath alfo produced the 
liappicft eftedls at home. Many of its members 

have 
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have begun to exert themfelvcs vigoroufly to fpread 
the evangelical dodlrines in their various neigh* 
bourhoods- Different itinerant focicties have been 
eftablifhed, in order to fend inftru6lion to the pooi^ 
in the villages where the gofpel is not preached; 
to open fchools for their children ; to converfe with 
the ignorant, and vifit the lick ; and many con- 
gregations every Lord's-day, fend out fome of their 
mod zealous and intelligent members for thefe 
gracious purpofes. By this means much attention 
hath been awakened in the fouls of many, acid 
promifing appearances give good hope through 
grace, that this labour of love will not be in vmii 
in the Lord. Probably not Icfs than five hundred 
places for divine worfhip have been opened withta 
tiic la ft three years. 

Many of the epifcopl clergy and others of 
found principles, and faithful hearts, who for rea- 
fons apparently to them juftifiable, had withbekl 
themfelvcs from the more enlarged fociety fyr 
miffions, compofed of all denominations, have feiC 
themfelves either rcprov.ed or excited to make feme 
(imilar eflForts among their brethren ; confining^ 
tliemfclves exclufively to the dominant profeflion. 
Their fociety is yet in embryo, but it will not want 
encouragement ; and all who have the good of 
fouls at heart muft therein rejoice^ if the gofpd of 

Chrift 
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, Chrift be more difFufively fpread. Their facceft' 
nirill gladden our hearts^ and the more enlarged 
and vigorous their efforts^ the more fh.all they be 
pr^ifcd* 

It would be truly happy if thcfe movcrfients oti 
every fide engaged the attention of the two long 
cilabliflied focieties among us, (or fropagating the 
Go/pel in foreign partSy and for promoting ChriJiiaH 
knowledge. Their funds are immenle, and adequate 
to any undertaking. It is to be lamented that 
thofe, who have been chofen by them hitherto, have 
too often been fdedlcd with, fo little regard to 
miflionary talents; and that their yaft revenues 
have not anfvvcred any very confiderably ufeful 
purpofc; at Icaft none fuch as might have been 
hoped, if their choice had been more judicious, and 
the plans for promoting tlie gofpcl more vigorogfly 
purfued. Should a happy turn be given to thefe 
focieties, and men of God arifc, and be patronifed 
by them, as they have all the countenance and 
help of government to forward their efforts, it is 
impoflible to fay what a door of entrance might be 
opened to the Gentiles, in the yet unexplored, 
and unattemptcd regions of the world; efpecially 
in New Holland ; the ifles of the Pacific Ocean ; 
the northern parts of America ; and above all, in 
tke immcnfe regions of x\frica, fiill to us a terra 

incognita^ 
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incognita. A glorious feene ! but I fear a blelfing^ 
rather to be hoped than realifed in my day, novr 
drawing to its evening. 

I am feeking the fpiritual Church of Chrift, and 
I am filled with comfort at the fpread of the go(])el 
in our land: Multitudes in the eftabltjhed Churchy 
minificrs and people, are blefled monuments of 
redeeming love. Multitudes of every other denomir 
nation fland high in faithful and vigorous exertions 
for the glory of our common Lord. I am fure he 
will fay, I have much people in this place. And 
femidft all our mifcrics, which are not few, and our 
profpects, which, as a nation, have been abundant- 
ly difcouraging, this is the great (lieet anchor of 
hope to every real believer. If the Lord had meant 
to deftroy us, he would not have fliewcd us, as Ma . 
noah's wife obfervcd, fuch and fuch things. . 

It is true we have liberally partaken of the 
faftiionable philofophy, and among the wife, the 
mighty, and the noble, the empire of fcepticifm is 
widely extended, and ftiith defpifcd as fable. It 
hath dcfcended to t!iC menial fervant behind the 
chair, and to the drayman, who can blafphcme and 
deride religion. But againft this enemy that 
romcth in like a flood, the fpiritof the Lord con- 
tinues to lift up the ilandard of his gofpcl, and 
many are not afliamed to figkt manfully under the 

Vol; Ifl. T banner. 
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banner of the cro(d. Indeed the mode of the con* 
left is changed : it is not now between true reli- 
gion and faife religion^ but between true religiot^ 
aud no religion. 

Slefore I qmt this fxihjc&y it mBj be werth ft 
mc^cnt's attention^ to iketch a portrait of the two 
great charaflers who eminently contributed to 
this revival of religion among us; As both favoured 
me with their cordial regard, and though more ii* 
unifon with the one than the other, I have ever 
dedrcd to give lionour to whom honour is due, and 
Bope never to be ashamed of the friend(hip of 
John Wesley. 

John Wesley was of the inferior fize, hi». 
vifage marked with intelligence, fingularly neat 
and plain in his drels; a Httle caft in his eye^ 
obfervablc on particular occafions ; upright, grace- 
ful, and remarkably adtive. His underfianding, 
naturally excellent and acute, was highly ftored 
with the attainments of literature: and he pof- 
fefled a fund of anecdote and hiftory, that render- 
ed his company as entertaining as infiru6live. 
His mode of addrefs in public was chafte and 
folemn, though not illumined with thofe coruf- 
cations of eloquence which marked, if I may 
life that expreffion, the difcourfes of his rival 
George Whitfield i but there was a divine fimpU- 

city^ 
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city, a zeal^ a venerablenefs in his inanner^ ivhich 
commanded attention, and never forfook him in 
his lateft years ; when at fonrfcore he retained ftill 
all the frefhnefs of vigorous old age. His health 
was remarkably prefcrvcd amidft a fcene of labour 
and perpetual exertions of mind and body, to which 
few would have been equal. Never man poflefled 
greater perfonal influence over the people con- 
nefted with him. Nor was it an ealy talk to direft 
fo vaft a machine, where amidft fb many hundred 
wheels in motion, fome moved eccentrically, and 
hardly yielded to the impulfe of the main fpring. I 
need not fpeak of the exemplarinefs of his life, too 
many eyes were upon him to admit of his halting; 
nor could his weight have been maintained, a mo- 
ment longer, than the fulleft convi6lion impreiled 
his people, that he was an eminently favoured faint 
of God, and as diflingui(hed for his holy walk, a9 
for his vaft abilities, indefatigable labour, and 
fingular ufefulnefs. 

His enemies reviled him, and would if poffible 
rob him of the meed of well-defervcd honour, by 
imputing to him objedls below the prize he had in 
view. Never was a more difinte;:efted characfter; 
but he was a man, and he mUft have been more 
than man, if with the confcioufnefs of his own 
dcvotcdnefs, the divine bleffing on his labours, 

T 2 and 
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and the high admiration, in which be was held by 
his followers, he had not fomctimcs thought of 
himfolf more highly than he ought to think. Wc 
exhibit nofaultlcfs monftcrs. Elias was a man of 
like paflions as ourfelves* 

His fingular fituation led him to imagine that 
the glorious head of the Church favoured him with 
efpecial intcrpofitions in his behalf, which he was 
ibmetimes ready to conftrue as miraculous. 

He yielded a too credulous ear to the reports 
and pretenfions of others, and was thus often the 
dupe of ignorance and prefumption. 

He haftily at times advanced, what farther in- 
formation, or maturer judgment compelled him to 
retradl or foften. 

In the article of marriage he a(9ed contrary to 
the celibacy he profefled to recommend ; but this 
change of fcntimcnt and conducl implied nothing 
criminal, unlcfs it were the precipitancy of hia 
former determination. 

His rooted averfion to the dorlrincs called Cal- 
viniflic, might be fuppofcd to proceed from a con- 
fcientious apprchenfion, that they had an unfavour-* 

abl6 
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able afpedl on the practice of fpiritual religion, how- 
ever groundlefs luch fuppofition was in reality, 
and however evident the contrary cffi^dts appeared 
in thafc uho held them. But his bitternefs and 
afpcrity towards thole who defended them, and his 
harfh imputations on the God they worfhipped,- 
whatever provocations he might plead, wprc utter- 
ly inexcufable. 

• 

But^bovc all, that which appeared iji Mr. Joha 
Weflcy, the moft ccnfurable part of his condudi^ 
was his very unfair ftatcment of the argupientsof 
his Calvinifiic advcrfaries, which in a man of bi^ 
acutenefs of intellect, will hardly admit the plea of 
.unintentional miftake, 

I am called upon to fpcak tbe ^ratb, and I dolt 
from my heart, without refpecft of pcrfons, to the 
bed of my knowledge. Mr. Weflcy is gone to 
,givcaH account of himfcif to his proper Judge, by 
whom I doubt not all his iniquity is pardoned, and 
iiis infirmities covered. And now that envy and 
enmity have been fome time laid afleep in his grave, 
I rejoice in obferving.his chara6ler rife in general 
^ftimation, and moft highly refpe<3ed by thofe who 
-knew him befl. It will now hardly be a queftion 
with any rnan, whether he would not rather have 
J)cen John VYtflcy, who died not worth ten pounds, 

T 3 than 
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than Lavington, Bifhop of Exeter^ who fo bitterly 
reviled him.* 



George Whitfield was the fon of an inn- 
keeper at Gloucefter. From his early youth he 
had received deep impreflions of religion ; and he 
carried with him to the Univerfity of Oxford, a 
ferioufnefs of mind very uncommon. He began 
his adlive career, even before he was in orders, 
vifiting the prifons, and inftru6ling the poor. 
Bifhop Benfon was fo delighted with his early 
piety, that he ordained him at the age of twenty- 
one. And his firft eflay was a ftriking fpecimen 
of his future popularity, being heard with the moft 
uncommon and awakened concern. His perfon 

♦ I cannot fupprefs an anecdote refpcAing this inveterate 
enemy of Mcthodifts and Moravians. The author of thcfe 
volumes had been educated under the tuition of that venerable 
fervant of Chrift, Samuel Walker, minlfter of Truro. After 
ftudying at Oxford, intending to enter into holy orders, he 
applied to this bifhop, with a teftimonial from the country, 
iigned by this apoftolic labourer, Mr. Mitchel, re<5t:or of Vcr- 
rian, and Mr. Pcnrofe, vicar of Gluvias, men in the neareft in* 
timacy with Mr. Walker, and clergymen of the firft rcfpc(5ta» 
bility in the diocefe ; but the bifhop refufed to counterfign the 
teftimonial, as ** of men worthy of credit,** and affigned t» 
his reafon, that this eminent faint of God ** preached faith 
WITHOUT WORKS !*' It has been long ficce decided whofe 
works have been found approved !)cforc the great Judge of 
^uick and dc^d. 

>Yas 
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was manly, and grew large, aa he advanced ia 
years, his voice remarkably muiical, and capablo 
of the moft various intonations, with a natural 
eloquence, too lingular not to command the moft 
profound attention. His mannjer was often highly 
graceful and oratorical ; and though a caft in his 
eye, ftrongJy marked, prevented the vivid im- 
preffion which that organ is peculiarly fuited ta 
make, y^t no man with fuch a difadvantage ever 
looked <with ilfongcrfpnfibility^ and aftera fecond 
Clearing the dcfcSi was forgotten. Never man 
poflcflcd a greater. -command of the hinnan psC* 
fions, or better knew the way to the confcicnces 
of his hearers: he had arrows in his quiver, that 
himfclf only knew how to (h&rpcn. His literary 
attainments were moderate, though not defective 
in the learned languages ; but his thorough ao 
<juaintance with the Scripture, and the peculiar 
art of introducing and illuftrating every fubjcdl he 
treated, not only won thenar to liften, but left an 
impreflion on the mind never to be cfl^aced. His 
labours in both hemifpheres were immcale; his 
-courage undaunted 4 his zeal unquenchable ; he 
fell a martyr to his work. The violence of his 
•exertions often (l)ook his confiitution, whilft the 
more placid Weflcy, with equal conftancy of 
preaching, prefcrved his health to fourlcore and^p- 
Tjvards, unimpaired. Perhaps no man liuce the 
<lajs of St. Paul, not even Luther himfelf, was ever 
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pcrfonally bleft to the call, arid converfion of (6 
many fouls from darknefs to light, and from the 
power of fatan unto God, as George Whitfield. 
The immenfe colledlions he made for charitable 
purpofcs (harpencd the tongue of flander. Timq 
bath affixed the feal of integrity to all his pro- 
cedures. He was reviled for his unguarded ex- 
preffions, and fome enlhufiaftic flights ; but he dif- 
armed his^enemies by ingenuous acknowledgments 
and corre6lion of his miflakes. How a vouth fur- 
rounded with fuch popularity, and confcious of 
his own powers, was prefervcd from batching the 
old fcrpcnt's egg, laid in every human heart, is 
wonderful. The keen eye of malevolence was 
upon him ready to feizc occafion againft him, or 
to make it; and it is a proof of no inconfiderablc 
excellence, where fo many watched for his halting, 
that amidft the mpft virulent abufc, fo little could 
be (oux^d Jii/fly to accufe him. They who knew him 
bed iTiuft witnefs, how holily and unblamcably he 
had his convcrUition in the world. Indeed he was 
fo taken up with the unwearied hibours of his mi- 
niftry, in preaching, religious exercifcs, and advice 
to thofe who were daily applymg to him, that he 
had fometimcs fcarcely lei lure for neceflary food. 
The very things for which he was abufed^ he 
efteemed his glory ; and rcfolvcd to rj)cnd and be 
fpenton the fcrvicc of the fouls for whom Chrift 
died. But he had his fpots, and fo hath the fuu. 

lie 
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He would have himfelf acknowledged many more 
than the nearcll of his friends, or the biti^rcft of 
his enemies could difcovcr. He is now alike bc» 
yond cenlurc or commendation. What I re- 
marked in him, I will fpeak and not be alhamcd. 

In his preaching he fometimes puflied the ludi- 
crous to the debafement of the dignity of the facred 
miniftry. He told a ftory fo well, that it feduced 
him occafionally to purfuea vein of humour, more 
fuitcd to excite lifibilily than to awaken feriouf- 
ncfs ; though fomc imprellive truth always clofed 
the relation. 

The orphan houfe of Georgia, whieli he adopted 
with too partial affection, feems to have engaged 
him in difficulties and immenfity of expence, 
greater ilian any utility which ever appeared to be 
derived from it ; and the vaft coiledtions he mado 
for it, though faithmliy applied, gave a handle to 
the Handera of fufpicion. 

He too frequently indulged in cenfures of the 
clergy, which however jull they might be, feemed 
the effecl of rcfentment, and would rather tend to 
cxafperate than conciliate their attention. Yet it is 
well known he was remarkably kind fpiritcd, and 
^vcrfe to controverfy and its bitternefs ; and his 
^nqli intimate friends will bear me witnefs, that bis 

temper 
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temper was as amiable and bis converfation 
fingularly chearful^ as his piety was deep and 
iincere. 

On the wfaole^ as a man, as a Chriflian, as « 
minifter, wc fhall not I fear look upon his like 
again fpeedily. After paffing through evil report 
and good report, during more than thirty years of 
inceflant labour, he entered into his reft in Ame- 
rica, which had peculiarly benefited by his vifits ; 
iaving crofled the Atlantic thirteen times, to 
preach the evcrlaftinggofpcl, with the power of tho 
Holy Ghoft, fent down from Heaven, Whatever 
ignorance of his real character, the fatuity of pre- 
judice, or the infolencc of pride may have fug- 
gefled, the day is coming, when his great and 
adorable Maftcr will condemn every tongue that 
hath rifen up in judgnoent againft him, and fay in 
the prefence of men and angels, " Well done 
** good and faithful fervant, enter thou into the Joy 
♦^ of thy Lord." 

I have dwelt tfce longer on tliefe fcencs nearer 
dur own homes, as to us more peculiarly intercft* 
ing, and alfo, that (hould thcfe volumes ever en- 
gage the attention of our foreign brethren, the 
true charadler of perfonages may be known, who 
have by their revilers, and an ungodly world, 
been fo grofsly mifreprcfcnted. Their record is 

with 
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with the Mod High ; and in his prefcnce I fpeak 
what I have known, and teftify what I have fecn 
without partiality and without hypocrily. 



SCOTLAND. 

I muft more concifely pafs over the (late of tho 
Scothjh Church ; too much like the Englifh, de- 
clined from her own firft principTes and primitive 
iimplicity. Her miniftcrs exalted in all human 
fcience and philofophical attainments above their 
predeceflbrs ; more polifhed in ftylc and manners; 
deeper in mathematics and metaphyficks ; but not 
more evangelical, more zealous, more laborious. 
No where have more admired authors won the 
public approbation ; no where have more danger* 
ous and determined infidels appeared to corrupt 
the principles of the age : and the queftions which 
have of late been difcufled in the general aflembly, 
awfully dcmonftrate how great a body preponder- 
ates there, againil the advocates for the ancient 
do6lrines, and the faith once delivered to the 
faints. 

As the Scottifh Church grew by degrees more 
and more^lnto a worldly faniluary, the abufes of 
patronage, and other things, which grieved and 
difgufled many of her moft excellent paftors, pro^ 

duccd 
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4uced cUvifions. Thefe led to the Prefbytery of 
JSLelief, the Scceders, the Burghers, and Ailti-burgh- 
ers, the (hades of whofe difFerences this hiftory canir 
not particularize. Yet among thofc much of the 
power of real godlincfs remained. An hoft arole, 
with the famed Erlkincs and their fellows at their 
head, who were zealous advocates for the truth as 
lit is m Jcfus, and fought to revive the life o( reli- 
gion in their fcvcral congregations. Their labours 
iverc eminently blcfFcd, and remarkable out-|)Qur* 
ings of God's fpirit have been recorded in many 
parts of that vineyard. I fliun not to ufe exprefr 
lions, which may be branded as enthufiaftic by 
inodern divines. I believe the Holy Gholl is yet 
given. 

Truth compels me to fay, that among thefe fe- 
paratifts of various denominations, the greateft 
'^eal to promote the evangelical doctrines hath 
been difphiyed, though the cllablilhed Church hath 
not ceafcd to furjniih many, very many eminent 
witneflcs for God, uot aflKimcd of the crofs of our 
JLord Jefus Chrift, but daring to be fingular, and 
to bear his reproach. Under their miniflry, a nur 
merous and chofen pco[)!c in the Scottifli Kirk, as 
well as among the (iiiTidv:nls, continue to be reck- 
oned to the Lord ior a jrcLcration ; apd propor^ 
tional to their numbers, the members of the Kirk 
are generally better informed^ and more evangel.!,- 

cai 
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cal in profeflian, than the people in England* 
. But great and awful declenfions from gofpel purity^ 
muft be acknowledged and lamented. The. in- 
creafc of wealth and fafliionable manners have not 
improved their moral fyftcm ; whilft the love of 
many hath waxed cold amidft the prevailing tafte 
for fcience and diffipation. 

It IS however a pleafing trait, and highly dcferv- 
ing mention in a work of this kind, that none have 
more cordially cdme forward in the heathen mif* 
lion than our brethren in Scotland. The fame 
fpirit of charity and conciliation among the truly 

« 

gracious of different denominations, hath foftencd 
down the bitternefs of afperity, which had too fre- 
quently prevailed ; and thofe have agreed to unite 
m labour and worfliip, who for a long while had 
been in a ftate of utter repulfion from each other ; 
whilft the riches of their liberality have demonf- 
trated how deeply they have the objcdl at heart, of 
Tecking the fouls redeemed, in heathen lands, by 
the blood of the Lamb. Thus hath a body of con- 
feflbrs of evangelical truth, cleaving ftcadfaftly ta 
God, been yet prefervcd, as exemplary in their 
lives and labours, as. found in the faith, and able 
advocates for the ancient reformed do<5bincs. 
Thefe, however unfa(hionable in the eyes of many, 
continue to be held faft by them as the moft facred 
dcpofit, aud mod ineftimable treafure. Scotland, 
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io general, bath (harcd with England, and like 
Jefunin, bath waxed fat and kicked. Such is bu- 
inaB comiption, that the abounding gifts of Pix>- 
'vidence too often afford occafion of abufc. How 
hardly fhall they who have riches enter into the 
kingdom of heaven ? Yet, when the fpiritual 
Church is the dbjedl. North Britain will not be 
found the lead among the thoufands of Ifrael. 

A blefled effort has of late been made to revive 
the fpirit of evangelical religion more generally in 
Scotland, by a Mifiionary Society inftituted for 
propagating the Go/pel at home. A number of zeal- 
ous, well-informed men, have gone about preach- 
ing every where, and their labours have been at- 
tended with the happiefl effedVs. Many have been 
roufed from the torpor of indifference, many call- 
ed by their miniftry out of darknefs into marvel- 
ous light. This has awakened the enmity and jea- 
loufy of the craftfmen ; and the General AJfembly 
of the Church of Scotland hath iffued a faftorat 
admoiiit'ion againft Ihefe faithful labourers, which 
breathes a bitterncfs and afperity, that cannot fail 
of carrying its own antidote along with it, and hold- 
ing up moft ftrikingly to the view of every ferious 
mind, the difference between the revilcrs and the 
reviled. Whoever is at the pains to examine 
fa<51s, and theaflertionsin this philippic againfl the 
promoters of evangelical religion, will find as many 

falfehoods 
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falfchoods as lines ; fo that happily, the more il i$ 
read, the more cflentially it mitft ferve thfe cauie 
which it was dcfigned to reprobate. Thus does 
tiie Lord bring always good out of cviL The wrath 
of man fliall praife him. 



IRELAND, 

Still unhappily funk in darknefs and the fuper« 
ftilions of popery, and little more adorned witb 
real evangelical knowledge in thofc who have af- 
fumed the name of Proteffants, hath long afforded 
matter of much forrow to fuch as looked for the 
life and power of religion. The fan>e zealous ad- 
vocates for fpiritual godlinefs, above recorded, have 
pafied from England into that kingdom ; and what 
is called Methodifm, hath fpread out its branches 
through many parts of that nation. God has of 
late alfo gracioufly raifed up a precious band of 
the clergy in the eftabliflied Church, though few 
indeed in number comparatively, and of fmall re- 
putation among their fellows, yet are they earneftly 
endeavouring to revive a fpirit of xeal and true 
Cbriftianity ; to make the name of Jefus more 
precious, and his authority more refpe<5led. Many^^^ 
I truft, by their labours, will, in the day of God, 
Ihe written among the righteous j and when the 

Lord 
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' Ijotd fhall colledt his redeemed, be found to hav<J 
been born there. 

It is to be lamented, that io;norance and ];of)cry 
llill fpread their thick mills over the bulk of the 
common people : and that "'he Protcfumts main- 
tain but little more than their name and immortal 
hatred to popery, the general profeiTIon of their 
/ellow-rubicclis. Some ch:ini?'c muft fliortlv take 
place. Th,e crifis approaches. May the GckI of 
all grace give a profperous iliue 1 

It IS with pleafure I record a happy commence- 
inent of miflionary labours among them, (imilar to 
that in Scotland. In Armagh and the province of 
Ulfler, fome faithful minifters, afFedled with the 
iornorance and defolations around them, aflociated 
for fprcading the gofpel, and refolved to endeavour 
to roufc their fellows to a deeper fenfe of religious 
truth. They invited fome brethren from England 
to go over and labour among them, as itinerants, 
in the province of Uluer, and they were heard 
with the moft awakened attention. Multitudes 
of papifts attended their miniftry in opjxjfition to 
all the warnings of their priefl.s, and valt congre- 
gations afleu^bled wherever thcfc faithful labourer* 
travelled through the province. 

A fimilar 
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A fimilar aflbciation is formed at Dublin, for the 
fame purpofe, hoping to clifFufe the knowledge of 
a Savioiir^s grace among their benighted country- 
men, and to turn their minds from the miferable 
diftra6lions of politics, to the greater concerns of 
the falvation- of immortal fouls. May their efForta 
be crowned with abundant fuccefs ! 

I 

The other branches of the reformed Church in 
America, and on the Continent of Europe, claim 
a few additional remarks, and will bring the whole 
uf this period to its clofe. 



THE BRITISH COLONIES^ 

Once fo precious a limb of our political body^ 
one with us in language and religion, but now fe- 
paratcd from the parent flock, and flourifl)ing un- 
der independent fovcrdgnty, dcfcrve a memorial in 
the Inftory of the true Church. From the begin- 
ning, a numb;:- of zealous miniflcrs of the erofs 
have maintained the power of godlinefs in that vaft 
continent ; and in many places lingular rcvivals.of* 
the fpirit of life have been remarked. Peace, riches, 
commerce, and increafing profperity, indeed, had 
long ago contiibnted greatly to the introduv5lion 
t)f luxury and eon*u])lion into the hn-gcr cities : and 
thoiiLch a r'.Mn:)]:kal)io decencv of conduift wiis Itill 
Vol. III. U ^-eiierali) 
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generally maintained ; the fabbath honoured ; and 
the ftage, with its corrupting entertainments^ uni- 
verfally prohibited ; yet, as many grew more earth* 
Jy and fenfual, profligacy of manners fprcad and 
prevailed, and great declenfions from the fl:ri6lne6 
^f piety, which formerly diftinguifhed them, were 
obfcrvablc. To revive the work, the zealous Me- 
thodills, often and many of them crofled the ocean, 
and preached through all the Continent, as they, 
had done in England, and with the greateft fuc- 
eefs. Thofc, who were called by the miniflry of 
Mr. Whitfield, formed congregations of their own, 
or joined with the Prelbytcrians and Independents, 
univcrfally fpread over that Continent. The focic- 
ties of Mr, Weflcy were united under him, and 
more approached the epifcopal regimen. Accord- 
ingly one of that body, ordained a bifliop by the 
nonjuring bifhops, ftill fubfifting in Scotland, con- 
tinued that form of difcipline : and another, I 
think, fiiftains the feme office by the appointment, 
or ap[:robation of Mr. Wefley, at his lafl tranfat- 
lantic vifit. The zeal and adtivity of the Wefleyau 
Mcthodifts, is highly commendable ; and they 
number more than eighty thouiand in focicty, 
blacks as well as whites, bcfidcs a vaft body of 
hearers, who arc not received into bands and 
clafles ; the names given to the fmallcr private 
affbciations, into whioh, both men and women, fe- 
paratcly, are diftributed. Since the j)eacc, the in- 

tercourfc 




Cent 18.J THR CHURCH OF CHRIST. iQi 

tercourfc has been frequent, arid preachers from 
the general conference go over, and cement the 
union between thofe abroad, in America, and the 
Leeward Iflands^ and thofe at home. They are 
fairl to be in a very floiirirtiing and incrcaling 
(late. 

But the general intcrcfts of religion in America 
hav^e fuftered greatly during the intcftine broils; 
The life of a foldier is very inimical to the progreft 
of godlincfs, and when men arc violently agitated 
with the politics of this world, their minds are too 
much taken up to attend to the concerns of a bet-f 
ter. In the fcramble for wealth, pouter, and emi- 
nence, confcicnce is often warped by convenience ; 
and a<5lions admitted, inconfiftent with the ftridt 
piety of a holy converfation. Since the independ- 
ence of the nation hath been eftablifhcd, a nevr 
race of men hath rifcn up : deeply engaged to en- 
large the commerce, wealth, and importance of* 
their republic ; and, like others in fuch fituationsj 
too inattentive to the greater concerns of the world 
to come. The increafe of riches, arid unlimited 
liberty, naturally lead to diflipation in the greater 
cities, and to the eftablifhment of all thofe 
fartiionable fourccs of amufement and entertain- 
ment, which had been profcribed by the policy 
or feverity of manners of the former gtuicrations. 
Playhoufcs are now opened, and furniflicd with" 

V 2 EngliOi 
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Englifli performers, and public places of pleafure 
invite the idle and luxurious to fpend their even* 
ings torjcther ; from which it Would be too abfurd 
an idea, to fuppde they cu!i return at fo late aw 
hour to meet their families in prayer and praife;* 
pra<Slicc3 which formerly obtained almofl: in every 
houfe. 

Yet, amid ft the vaft mcreafe of natives, and in-' 
flux of ftrangers, many are ftill found fearing God 
and working rightcoufncfs. Nothing can be more 
conducive to the bcft intcrefts of religion, than the 
perfect and complete toleration of every denomU 
. nation of Cbriftians, there cftabliflicd as a funda- 
'^ ^ mental law : the ftatc not in the lead interfering^ 
nor fupporting any dominant profeffion. Asthevaft 
number of cpifcopalians, fettled in many of the 
provinces, required a bifhop, the Englifh bifbops 
confecratcd two for x^merica : thefe, with the bi- 
flnp from the non-jurors, continue the fucceflion ; 
and as they have no courts fpiritual, no chapters, 
no eirthcclmls, no provifion but the voluntary con- 
tributions of the faithful, no where, probably, will 
there be found of the prclatical corps, men more 
nearly approaching to priinitive cpifcopacy. It 
only remains that they fliould be multiplied and 
ilincnitc, to In^comc more conformed to the apof- 
tolicmodcl^ it' they poflcfs but the apoltolic fpirit. 



Tbt 
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The moft animated lifc df rcJigion will probably 
be found in America, as in England amoog the 
Metbodifts, or thofc who fhare the rpproach of 
the crofs for their zeal and fidelity^ and non-con- 
formity to this world. The Moravians have a few 
precious congregations. The various dcnomina- 
tions of Chriltians have many among them, who 
have tafled of the grace of God in truth. At 
New York and Cojinedlicut, the Jate vigorous 
efforts to promote a heathen nrMfiion, demonftrate, 
that zeal is not cxtin<!!Jt ^mong the chief of their 
minifters and pco[)lc ; and, that though ungodli- 
ncfs and dillipation arc come in like a flood, the 
fpirit of the Lord is fiill raifing up tiiithful witncfles, 
to Jift jLip a flandard agaiuft them. America may 
not improbably yet atlbrd a refuge for Europeans, 
if our mifcrics incrcafc ; and receive hito its bofom 
li'ic faitfcfuJ, in a day of perfecution or defolation, 
which may yd be coming on .the F^iiropcan na^ 

tJOUS. 

The vifit of a gracious brother from one of the 
norlhcrn colonies, cniiblcs n)e to add a report, as 
j^»afiug as authentic, of the prcfent ftate of reli- 
gion in his vicinity c and though Boflon, and the 
more commercial towne, have loft njuch of tlie 
life of godlincfs, and the purity of gofjiel truth, 
toth among minilters and people, there feeiT:s to 
be a large an^ incrcaiing body in the dift'erent- 

JJ 3 provinces 
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provinces, who hold faft the faithful word, and la- 
bour to fan the fpark of heavenly love and zeal 
into a brighter flame of genuine Chriitianity. 

No Icfs than one hundred and twenty town- 
(hips and parilbcs have experienced a very confi- 
derable revival df religion among them, and the 
progrefs fccms increafing in the middle and nor- 
thern parts of Connedlicut, in many towns of 
Maflacbufcts, in fome parts of Vermont, and the 
north weflcrn ftatcs of New York. In a fingle 
pariQi of thefe a hundred perfons have been add- 
ed to the number of the commnnicants in the 
fpacb of one year : and like promifing appearance^ 
have arifcn in the weftern counties of Pcnnl}'lvanij* 
and South Carolina, 

The Mifiionr^ry Society of New Yoik, hns made 
an effort to fend a miirion to the Cliickafaw In- 
dians ; and \hc Chcrokccs have communicated thcin 
dctlre of Ikiviti!;:; faiihful labourers among them, to 
teach tliem the way of falvation. 

Thus an uncommon attention to the great con- 
cerns of an clcrnal world, fccms lately to have been 
awakened, v/ilhiii a very lliort time, through many 
parts of this great Continent. The too ncgledted 
interefts of their heathen Indian neighbours, alio 
have been laid on the hearts of many laithful ones, 

and 
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and (bcicties inftituted, and. commencing a<5ttvc 
exertions for fpreading the knowledge of the 
truth as It is in Jcfus, to the Indians in their vici- 
nity. How vaft a field is open for their labours, 
an eye caft for a moment on the immenfe interior 
parts of that vaft continent will difcover. Where 
the harveft is fo plenteous, may the gracious Lord 
grant that the labourers may not be few ! But as the 
Americans have fo greatly increafed their popula- 
tion, and daily extend their fettlcments farther and 
wider, may the glorious light of the gofpel of 
Chrift be difFufcd on every fide, and true Chrifti- 
anity attend the progrefs of civilization, and culti- 
vation through the woods and wildernefs of this 
fifing emrj^ire. 

A fummarv view ot the nations on the Conti- 
Xicnt, where the reformed religion is profelled, 
mull terminate the fubjc<5i. I (hall begin with 



GENEVA, 

The cradle of the Reformation, and the Helvetic 
body adjacent. The fame caufes hive. there been 
produ<5live of the fame efFedls. Attachment to 
the peculiar do6lrincs of Calvin, Zanchius, and 
CEeolampadius, has long been greatly weakened by 
the fprcad of the Arminian tenets, and by the pro- 

U 4 grefs 



496 IMPARTIAX* HISTORY OF [PoT ^4 

grefs of the new philofophy overturning all rdiv 
gion. The information I receive, mifleads me, if 
through all the Proteftant cantons, the greateft de- 
cays are not vifible. The Lord's day is clofed with 
amijfements, beyond the others;, and thofe, who 
defcend from the pulpits, partake of them with 
their flocks. Though a decency and fobriety of 
manners is yet preferved, the power of evangelical 
religion is little demonftrated in the miniftcrs, or 
the people. The arch-infidel Rouflfeau, with all 
the ftrange oddities of the man, by his pleafing 
Aylc and manner, fprcad his de{lru6live opinions ; 
and Voltaire, the more crafty and jealous rival -of 
bis fame, diftufed in all his vicinity, and efpecially 
tt Gcneyaj, the poifon of his fcepticifm, to which 
his fcenic reprefentations contributed not a little, 
by attradling the lovers ofpleafure, more than lov- 
ers of God. To him all flocked, who dwelt in the 
vicinage, and imbibed his abominations ; and all 
who paflcd that way, from every quarter, were 
proud to be introduced to the high prieft of infi- 
delity, to admire his v>'it, adopt his ridicule, and 
^e initiated into the, myltcries of incredulity. 
Hence, I doubt, if there remains a fingle profeflbr, 
pr pafior, at Gencyn, who adheres to Calvin, either 
in principle or prailicc ; but the lowefv form of 
^oral efiay, and Socinian Chriftianity prevails. Tho 
ponvulfions, pndcr the name of liberty^ have tend' 



Cent 1 8.] THE CHURCH OP CRRItT« Ufff 

ed greatly to increafe the general apoftacy, and 
they are nearly bccpqie French in irreligion, as in • 
politics. 

Throughout SwUzerland the fame fpirit is too 
prevalent, though not without fome happy ex- 
ceptions from the prevailing infidelity. Bafil ftill 
maintains a precious body of minillers^ and others, 
aflbciated to maintain and difFufe the princi- 
ples and pra6lice of the true evangelical rcli^ 
gion. Their correfpondence with the Mifiionaiy 
Society, at London, fpeaks them men of the fame 
heart and mind ; and their exertions to difFufe the 
knowledge of a cnicified Jefus in their vicinity, 
manifefts the fpirit of primitive love and zeal that 
animates them. May their numbers increafe, and 
their labours be more abundantly blefled to the 
difFufion of light and truth on every fide ! The 
fraternization with France, whofe armies have 
overrun the country, and dcflroyed their conili- 
tution, augurs no good to Helvetic liberty and 
profperity, any more than to religion. We rnuft 
wait, however, till the tornado is pafled, to fee 
whether its final efFcfls will be deflrudlive or fa-» 
Jutary. 



FRANCE, 



.'^.•\ 
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FRANCE, 

Once diftinguifted for the purity of the reform- 
ed faith, and then, as vve have feen, reduced to 
th^ greateft extremities, by the bigot perfecutor 
Lewis, continues funk very low in every religious 
view* I have mentioned before its decleniions, and 
the caufe of them ; nor do I hear of any revivals, 
*ow that every link of the chain of popery is 
l>rokcn, and every man's bonds loofed. I am ra* 
tber induced to thinks the Proteflants themfelves 
IiBve drank as deeply as any others into the in* 
£del philofophy : and, as long ago, they bad great-* 
ly declined from the purity of dodlrine, and the 
fptritnality of religion, the late revolutions have 
produced no beneficial change ; retaining only their 
immortal hatred of popery, that is now gratified to 
the uttermoft, and none more cordially help for- 
ward the defolation of every ecclcfiaflic and mo- 
naftic inftitution, than the Proteftants : but of any 
xeal in feithful labourers, or of living Cbrifiianity 
among the Prpteftant profeflbrs, I can find little 
evidence. A few, indeed, figh over the abomina- 
tions, and in the fouth of France a cry is heard 
for the pure word of God ; but the labourers are 
not found, or compelled to conceal themfelves. 
Every where elfc, amidft the tumults, conflidls, 

agitationSj 
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agitations, prevalent, which have cngrofled the 
attention, and feizcd upon the'pafTions of man- 
kind, little concern remains about any religion at 
all. The zeal of methodifm made fome feeble 
efibrts to enter into Normandy and Brittany, whilfl: 
the communication was open : but everything has 
been in a ftatc fo convulfed, and every foreigner 
liable to fuch fufpicion, that, I apprehend, nothing 
can yet be done or hoped, till fome fcttlcment of 
the nation, with toleration, (hall embolden the 
jealous to attempt, once more, conftnunicating to 
them the blcflings of the everlafiirig golpel. 



HOLLAND. 

THE United Provhices have confiantly main- 
tained the reformed failh a? the national profef- 
(ion ; and with a great fimilitude to our own, 
adopt formulas, not really believed ; and profeft 
to receive the decifions of the fynod of Dort, whilfl: 
in general, I fear, the minirtcrs exhibit more the 
traits of Epifcopius, and our own latitudinarian 
divines. The love of gold has generally prevailed 
over the love of godlinefs in the multitude ; and 
the philofophic pride of rcafoning hath fent forth 
from their univerfities, teachers too wife to fubmit 
implicitly to the reformed opinions of Calvin, or 
the creed of AUianafius. Lefs diffitxated, indeed, 

yet 
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jet more Intent on gain^ till tbe late defblatiom 
.came upon them, religion in its vital power wafi 
too little known i a few good n>en flill remainedip 
who preached and taught Jcfus Chrift. A fmalt 
body of Moravians, and a larger band of Menno^ 
xiitcs^ maintaJQed a flridber attention to the wor* 
fhip and fer\icc of God ; but in general an icy 
coldnefs of devotion, and dull formality, diicharged 
the public yi^eekly feryices ajt Church : and Htlle 
family religion, or adociations for prayer or praife, 
ivcre any where found. French influence, French 
manners, French government, pow ajfFord littlje 
profpedl of amelioration : unlefs it be from the 
Jiopc, that when matters come to the worft, they 
iniiy mend. The pfpfeflion of the nation, indeed, 
remains unchanged ; yet one flop has been taken 
to^bolifti that, by withdrawing, it is faid, the fli- 
pc:ids from the minirtcrs of the national efiablifh- 
ment. True religion cau well fubfift without ai) 
eftablifhmcnt ; but when tl^c power of godlincls is 
loH, the form of it will quickly follow, when no 
longer fupportcd by the ftatc. The pricft, whom 
men maintain to pray, will hardly continue his 
fundlion when his lalarv ceafcs. 

One happy trail of the revival of the fpirit of 
godlinefs among them, hath of late appeared. Dr. 
Vanderkenip, a Dutch milllonary, gone with others 
to thc.Cafire country, trom the London Miflionaiy 

Society^ 
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Society, having firft vifitcd Holland to feftk hi^ 
affairs, difperfed an addrefs from that body, which 
produced the bappieft cfFcdls. A conliderable* 
number immediately aflbciated for the fame mif- 
fionary purpofes at Rotterdam, and continue ta 
purfue with zeal this bleflcd objedl. 

Another limrlar fbciety has been recently formed 
at Aurich, in Eaft Friefland ; and as they are mcnr 
of a like fpirit with their miflionary brethren, we 
cannot but hope that the mod blefled cfFedls wilt 
cnfuc, and faithful men be raifed u-p in the fpirifc 
of primitive cvangclilts, to fpread the true gofpel 
of the grace of God, abroad and at home. 

The prcfent tcmpcftuous moment, will^ it may 
be hoped, be fuccceded by foir>€ happy ameliora-* 
tion ; and the inhabitants, from the fcourge they 
have fuffcrcd, learn righteoufncfs, and return to 
liim, from whom they have fo greatly departeds 
If fuch be the event of all their fuftcrings, the 
iliiic will be peace. 



GERMANY. 

THIS pillar of the reformation and primafj^ 
beacon of divine light and truth is grievoufly do-- 
iac^^ and darknefs hath again covered the earthi 

The 
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for the times of refrcihing from the pfefence of the 
Lord^ and crying to bim a$ his elccft, day and nighty 
that he would haficn his work, and kindle futh a 
flame of love and zeal, as all the waters of oppoli- 
lion cannot quenchj nor all the floods of falfe phi- 
lofophy be able to exlinguifti. 

From the whole of this view of the Reformed 
Ghujrch, we may perceive every where, through- 
out its extent, a chofcn generation, a pecaliac peo-» 
pie, often indeed thinly difperfcd, and in fome 
countries apparently declining ; in others exhibit- 
ing flronger fymptoms of vitality, and driving 
«gainrt the evil around them, with fome happy 
fuccefs; and with an inercafing number of faith- 
ful labourers. Nor in any comparative view of the 
days which are pafi^ can the prcfcnt be counted 
inaufpicioiis. I am rather difpofcd to think and 
hope, that the end of the eighteenth century hath 
produced as plenteous a harvcft in the gofpel field 
as any of the fcafons of revival fince the time of 
the reformation. 

In no aera have the dodlrines of the gofpel been 
more clearly opened, and by a greater variety of 
able and faithful men, and probably at no time 
fince the days of the apofiles, ihall we be able to 
produce a greater number of Chriftrans, who could 
give a founder and more explicit rcafon of the hop^, 

that 
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that 18 in them^ derived from views more purely 
evangelical ; and \yho walk more clofely with God^ 
in righteotifnefs and true holincfs. 



CONCLUSION. 

■ * . ■ • • .■•*■'; " • 

IN folldwirig the Church orChrift through the 

tvildemefs of this world^ we have beheld fcenei 

highly glorious, and deeply affiiiSlive : the mighty 

power of the great Head of the Church, prefcrv-* 

ing it through the fires, atid the conftant oppofi-» 

tion of the god of this world, to diflurb its peace^ 

and fully its purity. In all ages the faipe corrupt 

tiature of man hath been fceri producing the fame 

eft'edls, in the exercife of proud reafoning, worldly 

purfuits and fenfual enjoyments; and the influence 

of divine grace hath appeared in cafling down thefe 

imaginations, and bringing every thought into the 

bbedience of Cbrifl ; in weaning the affedlions 

from this world, and fixing them by realizing viewd 

of faith drt a better. Thus two forts of perfons 

figure on the fcerie, and only two ; the Children of 

God, atid the children of the wicked one : the 

latter always the many, the mighty and the wife, 

the former the feW^ the pdor, and the defpifcd of 

this world 5 comparatively inferior in all that men 

eftccm, and only great in the fight of God. How 

in the unequal firuggle a body of fuch evident 

iBferiority hath been preferved, is among thtf 

Vol. in, • X manifeft 
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manifeft cvidenbes of his care> and « the fulfilment 
of bis promifes, who bath faid, '^ I will never leave 
^ thee nor forfake thee ;'* ** Lo ! I am with yon 
'* always, even to the end of the world." 



The firft age exhibited the blaze of gofpel light 
in all its purity and vigour, and the triumphs of 
thecrofs over the power, eraft, and malice of men.. 
But clouds foon obfcured the face of day i and 
though many were purified through the &'e8 of 
martyrdom^ and the body of the Church was feen 
extending 'her wide arms to embrace the tbea 
known world, yet the enemy began to fow his 
tares among the wheat, and they fprang up ib 
vigoroufly as threatened to choak the good feed. 
The profefiion growing general, and the power of 
godlinefs declining, no fooner bad CbrifHanity 
gained an eflabliihmcnt, than we fee the Church 
(inking into a worldly fan<5luary ; and ambition, 
pride, and avarice feated in the high places, and 
claiming unhallowed dominion over the confciences 
of men. For more than ten centuries, things con* 
tinued to go from evil to worfe, till all religion at 
laft fcemed loll and buried, in name and form, in 
fuperilition and tyranny. A few indeed in every 
age, reduced very low, fometimes apparently to 
two or three witnefles, continued prophefying in 
ilickctoth, to a world lying in wickednefs. But 
God remembered .mercy. His promifes mud be 

fulfilled 
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fulfilled iii tbeir feafon. A day of revival broke a 
the light difFuied itfelf on every fide, a b^am of it 
hath pafied onto the prids of the earth. However 
iad our declenfions have fince been, God hath 
never forfaH^n his Church and people. Times of 
refrelhiilg have come from the prefence of the 
Lord: In our own laild femarkable interpofitions 
of his arm made bare have appeared } and greatly 
as oiir faith is often difcouraged by the lukewarm^ 
nefs of the friends of truth, and the might and 
multitude of its cfiemies, yet hOw much more 
reafori have we to hopc^ and how much rporc en- 
couragctnent for exertion, than in the firft days of 
reformation ? It appears much mo^e pradli cable 
now to preach the gofpel among all nations, thaii 
at that day to evangelize the fmstlled dillrid). 
Great and matiifold indeed are the difcouragemehts 
yet in the way ; fear dnd iinbelicf magnify the dif- 
ficulties ; and too tnany defpairing of the event; 
difcbutage their brethren, arid vireaken their hands i 
bat furely if God will work, then none cart let it. 
Inflruments will not be wanting for the grcateft 
and mdft extenfive fexertioris, when he iri his prd- 
vidence opens the door of entrance, and by hid 
fpirit (Hall roufe up the zeal of very many, to fay 
here am I, fend me. M^e have feen ftratigc things 
in our day, which could hardly have been imagin- 
ed, even a few years Ago ; and who can tell, but 
that we may fee greater things than tbefe, when 

X 2 the 
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the adorable Lord fliall take to himfelf his great 
flower and reign ; when all the^nds of the earth 
ifhall remenober themfelves, and be turned nwtotbe 
Lord, and all flefh fhall fee the falvatidn of our 
God. Such events the prophecies bid us expedk ; 
fuch the promifes cmboHen usto feope, VfiM j^rtfy 
eome to pafs. ft is not by lying down in defpond* 
^nce, biit by rifingup withm^folutedetemiiiiatioii' 
to be found afttve ittthe caufe of God and truthy 
that the work wHh b&done. ' Let every faithful in- 
tiividual but ibtemnly and lefioufly enquire, what 
TJan / do ? Refol ving to fpare no labour ; to decline 
no hardftiip; to omit no proper means ; but facred- 
1y 16 devote his perfon^ fubftance, influence, abiK- 
tics, to advance the kingdom of righteoufncfs, peace 
and joy in the Holy Ghoft ; and it is impoffible to 
fty, what aii amazii^g progrefs may be made in the 
courfe of a very few years. Whenever fuch a fpirit^ 
poured out from » on hi^^h, fhall animate the bofom 
of the real followers of the Lamb, then fhail we 
fte him coming with power and great glory. All 
obftaclcs will he laid low; all difficulties furmount- 
ed ; and the Church of the firft-born, whofe names 
are written in Heaven, collcdtcd from the four 
corners of the e^^vrth, fhall compofe one fold under 
o.'ie Shepherd, 

If any thing written in thefe pages fhall ftir up 
the heart of but one man to pray more fervently 

for 
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for this blefled advent — if it fire one tongue to 
ipeak more boldly in the name of the Lord Jcfus— • 
if it (hall have removed the leaft of our unhallowed 
prejudices againft each other'— or tended to con- 
ciliate the faithful few, whom education or bigotted 
afperity had difunitcd — if it (hall help to concen- 

• 

trate our efforts more vigoroufly in the one great 
objcft, and to haften the defireablc event — then 
ihall I not regret the labour of this refcarch, and 
iball hope that I have not lived or written in vain- 
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No. I. 

CoJictfe Tiew of the prefetit State of EvangeTtz 

cal Religion. 

THESE Volumes of Ecclcfiafti Al Hlftory 
fubmitted to the judgment of the pub- 
lic have been drawn up, amidft the aftonilh- 
ing changes which have of late convuifed the 
great republic of Chriftendom, and the iffue of 
the tonflidl we ftill wait in awful fufpcncc. 
"The Great Lord of the univerie, however 
afflidlive the difpenfations of his providence 
may appear, will ultimately over-rule every 
event for his ovm, glory, and the accomplilh- 
ing his prophecies and promifes refpedling his 
Church and people. His kingdom is an eveN 
lafting kingdom, and his dominion that which 
Ihall not be deftroyed. The defolations which 
are wrought will ultimately caft down the 
barriers which have been ereftcd ^gainft evan- 
gelical religion; and whatever be the event 
politically, tnlth and godliness Ihall finally 

prevail 
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pfcvaiiy till the earth be' covered with the 
l[K>wledge of the Lord as the waters cover the 
lea. 

In full tonfidence that the counfel of the Lor4 
ihafl aflurcdly be fulfilled in his own appoint- 
ed time^ wc may :yv-ith fome plcafing profbeAs^ 
of its near approach^ contemplate the prefcnt 
ftate of the Chriflian world ; and the review 
will gnnc ftrong reafbn to believe, amidf): all 
the }uft complainings of the fpread of infidc* 
Kty and licentioufnef?^ that the former days 
were at no time, probably fincc the firft fpread 
of Chriftiantty, better than thefc; and that, 
humanly fpeakmg, in no age the facilities were 
io great, and the mcqns a|^rently fb cfficaci- 
oufly provided for Spreading the knowledge of 
iklvation to the ends of the earth. It i$ inv? 
pofllble not to deplore the evijs which abound, 
yet ought we not the kfs to rejoice in the 
glorious diffufion of gofpcl giace, and the 
evidently encrcafing circle of true Chriflianity 
abroad and at home. Nor can we but indulge 
the pleaiing hope, that the fame ability to 
i^ead the do<^rines of truth, and the fpirit of 
zeal which hath lately arifen to make the at- 
attc;npt^ will ^ain force as it proceeds ; and 

that 



that whenever peace fliall again return to blcf§ 
jthe earth, the reftored communication among 
the nations, fliall mightly tend to the extenfion 
of the Redeemer's kingdom in Chriftendom, 
as well as facilitate a door of entrance and ut- 
terance among the heathen, who have not yet 
heard his famc^ or feen his glory. 

In the mean time^ it may be encouraging 
as well as inflru<^ve^ to cafi: a glance over the 
nations profeffing Chriftianity, to eonfider 
fheir prefent Situation with refpcft to the great 
pbjedl fought out in the Hiftory here detailed, 
the true^ Spiritual Church of Chriftt and to be 
confirmed in the convi<^ion^ that it hath in- 
creafed, is increafing, and fliall increafe, till the 
gentiles fliall come to his light, and kings to 
the brightnefs of his rifing^ 

In this concife review, I fliall begin with 
the North of Europe, and proceed to the 
South, turn to America and the Indies^ and 
pais to New Holland and the Iflands of the 
Pacific Ocean, that wait for his law, pointing 
out every hopeful fymptom that leads to ufhcr 
in the days of the Son of Man. 

RUSSIA. 
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RUSSIA. 

WE have confidcrcd the ftatc of this vaft 
tcmpirc, hardly yet emerging frcxm barbarifra 
in many of the provinces, and little advanced 
in evangelical knowledge or pradlice ; yet may 
it juftly be regarded as a favourable circum- 
ilance, that a growing intercourfe formed 
with the more poliftied nations of Europe, na- 
turally leads to a higher ftate of civilifation, 
and to a happier cultivation of literature. And 
-as the moil intimate connexions of Ruffia arc 
with thofc Protcftant nations in which the 
power of godlinefs moft prevails, it cannot but 
afford many and great opportunities for the 
admiiTion of real truth and godlinefs among 
them ; efpecially as the policy of the govern- 
ment holds out encouragement to the fcttle- 
ment of foreigners, and indulges all Proteftants 
with free toleration. This has already pro- 
duced fbme happy cfFcds in the little colony 
of Germans on the Wolga ; the faithful who 
have arifen in Lithuania ; and probably a few 
at leaft difpcrfcd through the empire, who, 
having the book of truth, and liberty to Coti- 
fult its contents, are more than nominal be- 
lievers. 



«I7 

Severs. It is a great advantagCi that Chriflia* 
ftity is the general profelBon> that the ortho* 

dox creeds arc profcifedly the national belief, 

■ 

and however low the" prcfcat ftatc of fpiritual 
religion, may be among thcm^ ibme fpar)cs 
have appeared, and a door of hope is open for 
the admiilk)n of farther light and truth, when- 
ever it Ihall pleafc the Lord to arifc, and have 
inercy on that part of his Zionr 



. ' SWEDEN, 

LUTHERAN in profeflion, enjoying the 
free nfe of the* Word of God, holding the Aogf- 
burg Gonfei&HiViand filleid with minifters of 
the Chriftian fandtiary, alTords iymptoms of 
leal religion, and. pxx>fj)e<9i -of greater, re vivaJ. 
The correfpondcnces bctwQcn'us and them, of 
late breathe a cordial good will to the cauie 
of God and truth, afRu'd information of.ineMr 
efforts making to fpread the knowledge of 
evangelical db<9iincs among, the pooy, of' the 
flock ; and inr-the- very lamentations tliey conf- 
tain of the fpread of infidel prmciples, and the 
too great indifference to all fpiritual religion^ 
k is manifcft then: is a body yet remainjin^ 

who 
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1f^K6 iigh for all the abominations thlt ar6 
committed to the dishonour of the Chriitian 
name> and whofe voice is yet heard, preachin|^ 
and teaching Jefiis Chrift, howe\rer unfaihk>n* 
able flich fcr\'our may appears and fiich truth 
be regarded. If adivc zeal- and the power of 
godlinefs be at a low ebb,, there is ftill vitality 
in the body, and only waits the coming of the 
fpirit of the Lord^ on the appointed Samfon9> 
who (hall caft down the temples of Dagon* 



DENMARK AND NORWAY, 

.' . 

ARE iri a ik^tt fimilar to theif neighbours ; . 
cf the fame religious profcflion, fliariilg^ t 
fear, equally in their declenfions and infide- 
lity, but retaining in their cftabllfhcd church 
the true principles, and not deftitute of faith- 
ful witneffes, who preach and teach Jefus 
Chrift, know the power of his refurrcAion, 
and leek to make him known to others. Their 
miffions to Greenland and the Coaft of Ma* 
labar, fpeak an attention to the Chriftian doc^ 
trine : and whatever caufe for complaint there 
may be of want of zeal and enlargement iti 
thefe objciSs, yet, fo far as they have gone, 

there 
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there IS a bleffing, and nothing hinders, when- 
ever the Lord fliall waken their niiniftcrs to 
more vigorous exertions, but that they maj 
enter in both the Indies, and lift up the ban- 
ner of the cro£>« 



GERMANY, 

THIS vaft country, divided into different 
principalities, the cradle of reformation. In fo 
many places affording ftrong fymptoms of 
awakened zeal for the caufc of Chrifl ; and 
from whence the good Moravians have gone 
forth to fpread eminently the gofpel among 
the heathen, may be juftly expelled to have 
their youth renewed, as the eagle's. In the 
north, chiefly Proteftant, much true religion 
is yet to be found. The annual meeting of 
many zealous Lutheran minifters in Luiatia, 
proves, that a living body of faithful witneffcs 
ilill fiibfifts. From Berlin, Lufatia, Saxony, 
&c. corrcfpondenccs of the moft pleafmg na- 
ture affure, that there is a generation to the 
praife of the glory of God's grace. Efforts 
are made to fend forth men of faith and truth, 
to addreis the poor, and fpread religious tra<flsj 
and the labours are bleft. It mull be acknow* 

m 

Icdgcd, 



Icdged, that at Berlin, and all the courts of 
^Germany, the faihionable philofophy has 
blade a rapid progrefs, and thofc who had 
confeflcdly no part in the kingdom of God in 
their hearts, were ready to take refuge in in* 
fidelity, and to treat the religion of Jefus with 
contempt ; but it hath flirvived their Pagan 
predeccflbrs, and it will livfc and flourifh whert 
all its revilers fliall fade as the leaf. Many 
continue to lift up a ftandard agalnft the ovcr-r 
flowings bf ungodlinefs. Of late, a ipirit of' 
zeal and life leferiis awakened in divers places^ 
and it is hoped the number 6f faithful wit-^ 
hefles increafcs. The door is opcni and how- 
ever there maybe many adverfarics, they have 
apparently much lefs difficulties to encounter,* 
than Luther, Carloftadt, and others met and 
overcame. We have affured evidence^ that 
many faithful labourers there cultivate the 
Lord's vineyard. The cordial approbation ex- 
preflcrd, and the affectionate regard tcftiiied 
tav^*ards tliofc in England, who have lately 
turned their attention to the poor heathen; 
demonftratc that the love of the truth ftill 
lies deep at their hearts. May their own la- 
bours tend more abundantly to dilt'ufe it on 
every fide ! 

POLAND. 
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POLAND* 

NOW no more a feparate kingddnl> fiai 
certainly, by its partition, loft nothing on the 
fide of evangelical religion, and at Icaft gained 
greater facilities for its admiflion, whenever 
the Lord fhall pour out 'his fpirit, raifc up in- 
ftruments, and fend them forth to labour in 
that barren land. Thofe under Ruffian and 
Prtiffian dominion, will probably meet no ob- 
ftacle from government in the introdudlion of 
the true gofpel. If good liibjefts, it will be 
permitted to them to chbofe their own religi- 
ous profeffion* That fpiritual matters are at , 
a very low ebb, is much to be feared, where 
Romanifm has fo long predominated, and So-* 
cinian Chriftianity held for a while its ftrong 
holds : but the darkcft moment precedes the 
dawn. Arife Lord, and plead thine own caufe 1 



UNITED PROVINCES. 

OF all the nations of the Continent of the 
reformed religion, in thefe provinces its moft 
living power ieetn^ to hare been fwktved. 

Vol. III. Y We 
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We have feen their hiftor}s and in this mo* 
ment of political crifis, have the pleafmg evi- 
dence, that w^hatever their future deftination 
may be, under whatever government fubfift- 
ing, the fpirit of life and truth ftill bums 
among them with an uncxtinguiflicd ardor. 
Greatly as they may have fufFered by preced- 
ing declenfions, or more lately from French. 
fraternity, we know there is a precious feed 
prcfcrved in the midft of them, both miniilers 
and people, who are counted tp. the Lord for a 
generation. The convulfions they have under- 
gone, and the fuffcrings they have endured, 
have purified many in the fires. They have 
felt the Lord's controverfy with them, and 
have awaked from the torpor of indifference. 
A Ipirit of zeal and ailivity is excited. At Rot- 
terdam many have united for the purpofe of 
extending the gofpel among the heathen. In 
Fricfland a confidcrablc number of minifters 
have aflbciatcd for the fame blcfled end. ' Some 
happy fymptoms of a deeper concern about 
eternal things has appeared iii different places, 
and thefe awakenings fpcak prefent mercy, 
and augur future bleffings. A preparation is 
begun, whenever hj^ppy days of peace Ihall re- 
turn, for arifmg to the help of the Lord ; and 

with 
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With their renovated cdmmcfcc, none arc 
likely to poflefs greater opportunities of fpread*» 
ing the gofpel among the heathen than our 
Batavian brethren* 



swit2:erlano. 

IPASSINO up the Rhine to its fourte^ wc 
know at Franckfort, and NeUwied, and pro- 
bably at other places, that there is a faithful 
people, witnefling to the power of the golpel^ 
extending their deftres to the heathen^ and 
longing for the fprcad of faving truth into all 
lands. We have affured evidences, that the 
Swifs Cantons, however declined in religion, 
or ravaged by invaders, are not deftitute of the 
living power of godlinefs, and many are iaffo- 
ciatcd for the revival of true Chriftianity. At 
Bafil and Zurich are found men in whom is 
the fpirit of the living God, who are united to 
iprcad his glorious gofpel around them, and 
are zealoufly difpofed to forward miffionary 
efforts among the heathen. Such a marked 
evidence of aftive exertions manifefls the re- 

■ 

maining power of divine grace in the midft of 
them ; and, that from them fhall the word of 

Y2 God 
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God again ibund fortb> and that they fliaU be 
made bldTed and happy inftruments in tbe 
preaching of the evcrlafting gofpel. 



FRANCE. 

IN the prcfent convulfcd, and turbid ftatc 
of that great na£ion> ^here all religion feeins 
for 4 Tvhdle to be overturned^ it is .difficult to 
iay^ what true religion is yet hidden among 
tbemj and wh^t may bt hoped^ when q.u<et ^ 
tny kindi and a iS^ttled goYcmmenit, ihall iiic-> 
cced to the ftatc of war, and rav^e, undef 
which ail the provinces groan. Many Protcf* 
. tants are found holding fail the faithful word. 
We know that in l/anguedoc an eamefl defire 
has been- expreffed to fend among them mins- 
ters, who 1i!K)uld preach the pure gofpel of 
ChriA. We have evidence that fom^ fuch arc 
labouring with z^al in Alfacc, in connexion 
with the fociety at Bafil : and it can hardly 
be doubted, that in other places, however the 
ipirit of Proteftant zeal may have declined, 
that the Lord hath not left himfelf without 
witneffcs. When the day fliall come, that 
friendly intercourfe between contending na- 
tions 
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tions fliall be rcftored, the number of theie 
will probably be found more than we expedled^ 
and the very miferies of the kingdom to have 
contributed to call men's mind to a deader 
confideration of eternal things. Though I caa 
look only to thoie of the reformed religion for 
the extension of the Red^emfer 3 kingdom, an4' 
believe it is from them it miift arile ; I meaa 
not to fuggeft that real ipiritual meA may Qot 
be found among the French Ciitholi<:s, who 
have not renounced the Lord Jefiis Chrift, 
though they may lurve beeii rdftrainid fSom 
more open confcilion of him in thoie days <)£ 
rebuke and blafpheiby ; and this good, I tmft, 
ihall arife out of all the evils which hsve^ pre«^ 
ceded, that men's' niinds will be more prepsr^- 
eifoitht gofpd wbrd, and gretitet liberty in 
religious matters be admitfeedy whatever ffsfty 
may fiAaiiy ^evad); than' wus before. The veiy 
kiiklnc& (hewn to tkidx ekilesy wili tdach :ift 
leaft a AioM tokrant ipirit* If the barriers of 
bigot fy are broken down, and fomt of tibQp 
ftumbling Mocks removed [out of die^vcaj^ 
diviiie tnltb will find eafibr oecefs ) and, wlfen- 
eter the Lord Ihsll fpeaii the' v^prd, great vsrill 
be the company of the preach«r». Why mi^ 

y 3 jio^ 
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not this people, after all its cbrivulfions, be- 
come a praife in the earth ? 

From this review therefore of the Proteftant 
caufe on the continent, there appears in all 
lands a precious feed counted to the Lord for 
a generation, and a body ready for aftive fer- 
vice, though fmall, and of no reputation, yet 
among the weak things of God that arc 
ftrongcr than men. 

In iall the Catholic countries^ a ftatc of great 
debility* has been apparent, and the vials of 
wrath have been particularly poured out 09 
the throne of the bcaft. The ccclcfiafticsi' the 
-convents, and all the wealth and magnificence 
attached to them, have been in an efpcci^ 
manner the objefts of dcftrucftion ; and are fb 
fallen, as probably never to rife up again to 
their former weight and importance. The 
prevalence of impiety and infidelity, however 
greatly to be deplored, has caft contempt upon 
the dogmas of popery, and loolencd every 
man's bonds from that fervitude of opinion, 
in which they had been fo long held. To 
read and think is 9 liberty now generally 

taken J 
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taken ; and howercr the beft things arc abuf*- 
cd, the benefits, with all the abuics, greatly 
preponderate. Pcrfecution, on account of opi- 
nions, will, henceforth, more difficultly be 
fupported^ and its favageneis at. leaft controul^ 
ed. A ienfe of intcrcft, as well as the dictates 
of humanity, prelcribes greater indulgence to 
men of different fcntiments, whilft they are 
ufeful, peaceable,, and induflrious fubjec^. 
Even the lawlefTnefs, libertinifm, and univerial 
rage for pleafure, however criminal, offer no 
fuch barriers to divine truth, and the convio- 
. tions of cotiTciencc, as the falfe religion, fupec* 
flitious practices, and comniutations of popery. 
The idea of pardon being to be purchafed in 
this life, and the torments of the next bought 
off, YfCTC much more fatal opiates to the con^ 
icience, than all the iuggeftions of infidelity. 
The latter left the heart more open to the 
fwQfd of the fpirit, which is the word of God ; 
. the former fteeled men againil all convi&ion, 
and lulled the confcience aileep in a pretended 
jcligioua hopCf and there vv-as no hope. Thus 
all the circumftances confidered, in all the 
lands of popery, the obfbrudlions are certainly 
diminifhcd, and the way of acccfs eaficr for 

7 4 the 
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the admiffiod of eyatigetical truths and a filent 
preparation made for the way of the Lord* I 
•have no doubt that a few years witl fee the 
pure gofpel preached in France^ and even in 
^at bigott^d country, the Netherlands. Italy» 
/refcucd by the warriors of the Greek and Pro^ 
tefbmt profeiKons, in a great meafure> can 
hardly forbid toleration to the religion of thek 
dlefenders ; and Spain and Portugal^ though 
laft> yet in the end ihall be enlightened with 
the beams of gofpel grace. In the confidertf- 
-tibn therefore of all circumilances on tki^ ccm- 
tinent^ I cannot but infer> the gx^at declern 
fion of the popifh power, the moi« abundant 
facility for the admiifion of religioas enquiry, 
and the probability, that as th^ arms of peiic- 
cution are weakened, the exerti^ns^ of the 
iaithiul will be incteaied, and a part <^ the 
preiTure bemg taken ofFthe ipring, its elaiticiiy 
will oyerGome the xismaimng' veAftance. I 
look forward to the approaching centUTy with 
liope, for great inoreafe of the (MethniCkureh^ 
of the redeemed^ whofo names ai^ 'tviictett in 
heaven. 
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THE BRITISH ISLES. 

BRITAIN fecms prclerved in a peculiar 
manner for the purpofes of Gx)d's glory in the 
revival of religion in the earth. Providentially 
favoured with an extenfion of commerce, fuch 
as no natioif ever before poflefled : cliablcd by 
her refburces to ftop the ravages of the GalHc 
torrent, which threatened to fweep the earth 
with deiblation ; and in her bofom containing 
a body of fuch faithful people, as perhaps no 
other kingdom on the earth can produce. The 
amazing incrcafe of gofpel truth among, ouiv 
fclves, the fpirit of adivity which hath been 
of late exerted to ma4ce known the glory, and 
to ered: the kingdom of .our Inunanuel in the 
hearts of men — the many, and increafing affo* 
ciations to difFufc the knowledge of Chrifl: 
Jcfus, wherever our wooden bulwarks float on 
the ocean — the vaft number of faithful wit- 
nefles rifmg up at home — and the readineis of 
a multitude to devote thcmlclves to the fer* 
vice of the heathen in all laiids — ^AU thtfe 
things fpcak an ara highly aufpicious to the 
progrefs of evangelical religion, and the more 
cxtcnfive fprcad Of true Ghiiftiaaity, tbaa our 

times 
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times had before feen or hoped for, or axiy of 
the ages that are paft prcfentcd to our view. 
It is indeed yet but the morning fprcad upon 
the mountains ; but if God will work, it fhall 
fhine more and more unto the perfc<3; day. 
Deploring, as we juftly may, the wide ipreading 
ravages of infidel opinions ; the eager purfurt 
of diffipation which abounding wealth affords; 
the earthly tempers engendered and nouriflbed 
by great commercial engagements ; and the 
irreligion of the many, the wife, the mighty, 
and the noble ; yet is there found in the midfl 
of us, a great and aftive body, who have the 
kingdom of the Lord and his Chrift fiipremc- 
ly at heart ; and are willing to fpend and be 
fpcnt in this blcflcd w^ork. Nor at any time 
fmcc the Reformation hath there been found 
a more dlffufcd knowledge of the truths of the 
gofpel, and a more apparent difpofition to ex- 
tend the communication of them to the end3 
of the earth. 

It is a favourable feature in the comparifon 
of our condition with other nations, that in 
our feminaries of learning, open infidelity meets 
no encouragement. Our univerfitics profefs 
orthodoxy ; and however they have Ihared in 

the 
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the general taint, and been degraded in the 
fcale of Chriftian graces, there is ftiil found ia 
the midft of them a precious feed, and incrcai^ 
ing, of thofe who arc not aihamed of the goC- 
pel of Chrift. And though too many come 
forth who have drank of the bitter waters, and 
go out to feek their place in the worldly fane* 
tuary of the Church, eager to fecure its pre- 
ferments, and little careful of the fouls com*- 
mitted to their charge ; yet ibme arc found 
men of a different ftamp, who have not fo 
learned Chrift, but have been taught by the 
great Interpreter the things which be of the 
fpirit of God, and faithfully preach and teach 
Jefiis Chrift. It is alio a fmgular token for 
good, that fcveral highly promifmg fcminarics 
are crefted entirely with a view to maintain 
the purity of gofpel truth, into which none 
are intentionally admitted, nor from which 
^ny are fent out, but fuch as give reaibnable 
ground of donfidence, that they have thcm- 
fclvcs tafted that the LfOrd is gracious, and 
cxpci^ no higher honour or reward, than to be 
able to teftify to others how gracious that Lord 
is, and how blefTcd are they who know, love, 
fcrve and enjoy him. About two thouiand 

fucb 
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iiich we have ih the niidfl: of us akeady la- 
bouring, and heard by about fix hundred thou- 
.{and auditors with ferious attentibri : and whilfi: 
the numbei* of the faithful preachers is con- 
tinually iticreafing, the Lord is pleafed to add 
unto his Church daily of fuch as ihali be favcd. 
It is a plcafing fsidt, which in my refearches 
Jsas come under my own knowledge, and 
ihould ftimulate to growiiig aftivity in the 
work of God : that the labours of an indivi^ 
dual have been blell fo extenfively> as to have 
called about forty perfbns to the knovirlcdge of 
the truth under his miniftry, who aite now 
preaching the gofpel^ or have finifhed their 
courfe with joy. A land where God has been 
pleafed fo evidently to manifcft his power and 
grace, is, 1 tnlft, refcrved, not only to be a 
praifc in the earth, but the chofen inftrument 
in the hand of his Providence to promote the 
coming of his kingdom and glory through- 
out all nations, till the cxpedted end fliaU 
come. 
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AMERICA 

CONTAINS ftill in its bofom the precious 
feeds deftined to bring forth fruit unto Ufe eter- 
nal through that vaft continent. The ftrugglej 
fpr liberty have not proved the nxoft friendly 
to the progress of religion, yet the growing 
population, and the increasing importance of 
the United States, afford ftrong arguments to 
cxpe<5 a great diffufion of gofpel knowledge^ 
The fpread of new fcttlers farther and farther 
^mong the Indian nations — the perfeA free- 
dom and toleration every where eftabliihed-— 
the number of faithful and zealous mcQj who 
hold fafi: the faithful word — ^the nmxiber of 
Methodift fbcieties every where formed — ^thc 
cftabliflimcnts of the Mor^avian brethren — ^the 
focicties lately formed in New York, and Con- 
nefticut, for the purpofes of fending the gofpe} 
to their heathen neighbours, and cvangeliflng 
the Indian tribes — the expulfion of the French 
from Canada— and the feeblenefs of the Spa- 
niards to the fouth — aboye all, the great revival' 
of religion in many parts of the United States 
before recorded, all Confpire to open it door 
for greater diffufion of truths And emboldea us 



to expedl faithful miffionaries, who ihall afiid 
to carry the knowledge of falvation from the 
banks of the Miflilippi, through the yet un- 
explored regions that lead to the I^acilic Ocd&n. 
I have before me an account of efforts made 
and making to travcrfc this vaft cxpanfc, and 
to form a communication with the weftcm 
coafts fo lately furveycd by Capt. Vancouver 
imd Capt. Broughton. Mr. Mackenzie, from 
Montreal, has reached the fca coaft not far 
from Nootka Sound, and returned. But if 
Commercial purpofes can lead men to fuch at- 
tempts, furcly the fouls of men are a greater ob- 
jcft, and demand more mighty efforts to feek 
and laA^e them. Every day the pradicability of 
enlarging the circle is mote apparent, and whilfl 
the means of new fcttlcmcnts in thcfc unknown 
regions multiply, a flrong difpofition appears 
to carry the gofpcl, as well as the commerce 
and arts of Europe, to the numbers of favagc 
nations, which occupy this vafl territory. 

THE ISLES OF THE GREAT SOUTHERN 

OCEAN. 

ARE yet more uccefTible, and have engaged 
particular attention^ and though difficulties 

and 
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and difappolntmcnts retard the progress of 
thofc men of God, who arc engaged in this 
highly laudable attempt, to carry the cverlaft- 
ing gofpcl to thefe populous and fruitful 
iflands, yet fuch a commencement hath been 
made, iiich a fund provided, fuch evidence ob- 
tained of the practicability of the attempt, and 
fuch facilities for the execution of it, that it 
can hardly be doubted but that in a very few 
years that hemifphere will turn to the fim of 
righteoufnefs, and enjoy the brightness of his 
Ihining. Peculiarly favourable circumftanccs 
will engage attention to thefe countries. The 
fertility of the foil — the beauty and healthincfs 
of the climate — ^thc uncivilifcd Hate of the- 

• 

natives, which gives Europeans fb great an 
advantage over them — ^the facility wherewith 
fcttlements may be formed — and the eafineis 
with which they can be maintained — ^befides 
the probability, that the fpirit of commerce 
and adventure will make fome eflay to fccure 
the firll advantages, and forward civilifation^ 
if the gofpcl which we have fent them ihould 
not by its own divine power produce all the 
happy effects upon the natives, which wc hope 
and cxpcft to hear. 
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ASIA, 

TEEMING with an immenfc: populatiofi, 
oflfers, through the fettlcments of the Eu- 
ropeans, a door of hope for the entrance of 
the qverlafting gofpeL In Bengal a noble at- 
tempt has been made by the Baptills, which 
though yet a day of fmall things, we hope 
fliall have great increafe, it affords one proof 
more, that when zeal is awake there is no 
fuch lion in the ftreets as fhould affright with 
IiisToaring. Other attempts, though feeble, 
are making to fend the light of truth into that 
benighted region, w^hcre, though the thoufands 
and ten thoufands of Europeans have fettled 
for the objcfts of gain, few have thought thofe 
of godlinefs worth purfuing, and in all that 
can be called religion, the difference between 
a Chriftian, a Mahomedan, and a Gcntoo, is 
but the name. On the Malabar coafl a few, 
ajnd but a few, labour qs a kind of forlorn hope 
under the patronage of the great fociety in 
lyOiwlon, for propag?Lting the gofpcl : their 
numbers thinned by death, and not replenifh- 
ed by men of equal fpirit with the departed, 
the miffion languishes, and calls for more 
vigour in the purfuit of the objcft, and greater 

care 
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care in the feleiSlion of the miflionaries. A new 
focicty of the epifcopal clergy lately formed^ 
will, it is to be hoped, take thefe defolatc regions 
into their care, and turn their attention to 
thefe countries where Bramha and Mahomed 
yet reign uncontrouled; and where all thevaft 
and populous countries, from the Thracian 
Bofphorus to Japan, are almoil dcftitute of 
every ipark of Chriftianity, and lying in the 
darknefs of Ipiritual death : oh, that they 
might awake to newnefs of life ! 



AFRICA, 

DARK as her footy inhabitants, and over- 
whelmed with heathen ignorance, or the Ma-^ 
bomedan dclufion, waits for the fun of righte- 
oufnefs. A gleam has darted on her coafts, at 
Sierra Leone, and the Cape of Good Hope, 
the harbinger of a blcffed day. At prcfcnt, 
however, few, very few, are found labourers in 
this uncultivated vineyard. The report from 
Sierra Leone affords no fanguinq expcAatiou 
from tliat quarter. The labours of the good 
Moravians at the Cape prefent a more hopeful 
appearance. The attempt of Dr. Vandcrkemp 

Vol. III. Z aid 
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and his aiTociates has begun with the moft 
promifing appearances, and if the increaft be 
anfwerabic to the commenceoient, the harvcft 
will be plenteous. The account which has 
been given under the head of miflions cannot 
. but awaken the cries of the faithful for more 
labourers in this vineyard, arid to cxpcd from 
this providential opening, that Ethiopia and 
Saba will foon ftretch out their bands unto 
pod. 

From the whole of this review it cannot 
but ftrike the attentive obferver, how very 

circumfcribed is the extent of the Church of 

♦ . • 

the living God, and how immcnfe the na- 
tions ftill dcftitute of the light of life, who are 
notwithftanding given to Chrift for his inheri- 
tance, and who fhall come forth from dark- 
neft, and (Hew themfclvcs at the divine call, 
when he fhall come to claim the throne, whofe 
right it is, and to *^ overturn, overturn, over- 
*' turn," all the enemies, who fhall rife up 
againfl: him. Fully expecting the accomplifti- 
mcnt of what God hath fpoken, the preceding 
hiftory has opened what hath been done*, what 
is doing, and what may be hoped. If ^^e 
merely rcafoncd on the difficulties, and the 



p 
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power we poffcfs, our hearts might well faint, 
and our hands be feeble ; but if we believe 
the great and precious promifes^ all things 
are poflible to him that bclieveth. Heavea 
and earth Ihall pafs away, but one jot or tittle 
of God's word of prophecy and promife Ihall 
jiever pafs away until the whole is fulfilled. 
The things impoflibie for men are poffible 
jto GAd. 
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On the moft probable means of extending and 
enlarging the Spiritual Church of Chri/l, par^ 
^icularly in the Heathen World. 

THE objcd chiefly kept in view in thcfe 
volumes^ has been the fpiritual Church 
of Chrift, compofed of the individuals in all 
ages, who have held the do6lrines of godlincfs, 
and adorned them by an exemplary converfa- 
tion. From fttch alone can a<ftivity be expeft- 
ed in extending to others the ineftimabie blef- 
fings of the everlafting gofpel, the tranfcend- 
cnt excellence of which they have themlelvea 
proved, and compared with which, all things 
befides appear in their eyes to be dimg and iofs. 
Thefe have been brought forth wherever 
difcovered, among all nations, and of what- 
ever denomination of Chriftians. Whether 
the impartiality profeffed has been lacredly ^ 
maintained the public muft determine ; con- 
fcious of the difficulty of being exempt from 
the prejudices of education or connections, the 
author can only caft himfelf on the candor of 

Z 3 thole 
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thofc, who arc beft acquainted with the fah^ 
jcft, arc themfelvcs fpiritual men, and know^ 
how hard it is to prevent all undue bias in re- 
ports and reprcfentations, which have religion 
fbr theif objedi : fuch will not feverely cex>fure 
the miftakes^ 

Quas aut incuria fudit, ^^1 



Aut humana parum cavit natura'. — 

)hichf through inaitention, or tbt Imferfedlion of 
iuman nature y havi cr^t in. 

In ot>e thing he i$ confident he is not mif- 
t^keiij that the fiipreme defirc of his foul is to* 
fee the coming and glory of Chrift's kingdom^ 
by whomfbever promoted, or by whatever 
ineans accompliflied. How this may be mod 
fpcedily and effcftually done,, has been the pre- 
vailing objcd: of his confideration and labours 
for more than forty years, and it hath been the 
fiiprcme delight of thefe years, to fee the plca- 
fure of the Lord profpering, in a happy revival 
of fpiritual religion, and the progrefs of late 
beyond his moft languine expeclations. 

That the gofpel fliould be preached to every 
creature, is tlie clear and iudifputabic com^ 

mand. 
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taand of him, "whonl all Chriftlans profcfs 
themfelvcs bound to hear and obey; and with- 
out returning to the confideration of. what 
conftitutes that imadulterattd word, it is evi- 
dent to the moft fiiperficial obferver, how im- 
menfc are the regions which have never heard 
the nanac of our Redeemer. And even where 
his gofpel hath been long preached, how little 
hath its divine influence been nilnifcfted ill 
the hearts of men? There is therefore the moft 
imperious call of duty on all thofe, who have 
believed to the faving of their fouls, to roufe 
up every exertion to difFufe the knowledge of 
^ thrift's redemption, through the habitable 
globe. Meii cannot believe in him of whom 
they have not heard, nor hear without st 
preacher. Who Ihall go may defcrvc folemii 
confideration. That grc2lt lliould be the com-^ 
pany of the preachers, in the view of the vafty^ 
ncfs of the heathen world, as well as the tor- 
pidity of thdfc profeffing Chriftianity, can ad- ^ 
mit of lib doubt or difpute. To provide pro- 
per inftrumcnts, therefore, fhould engage the 
deepcft attention of ^11 who would not come 
under the charge of knowing the path of duty 
and negle<flii1g it. 

Z4 it 
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It is one of the lingular features c£ the pre- 
fcnt day, that there feems to be an uncom-^ 
mon concern awakened to this objcd, through- 
out the Chriftian world. The focip tics form-* 
ed in Ix^ndpn, Scotland, America, Holland, 
the Cape, with the correfpohding members 
through all Chriftendom, animated by the 
fame Spirit, and avowing to purfue the fame 
defign, give fome reviving hope that this is 
the dawn of that glorious day which we ex- 
pert, and fo devoutly pray for, when we crjr, 
" Thy kingdom come." The very Ipirit 
cxrfting, has not failed immediately to produce 
fome pleafing eifeds in all lands, and calling 
^ forth the zeal of very many, in fprcading the 
life of godlinefe around them, has evidently 
prepared the way for the execution of the very 
purpofcs of their aflbciation, by roufing the 
attention, and engaging the minds of their 
brethren to be fellow-helpers of the truth; by 
fumifliing fupplies, and encouraging men of 
like zeal to lay, ^' Here am I, fend me." What 
has been done by one of thelc focieties has 
been noticed in fome of the preceding pages, 
and as all thefo inftitutions are as yet in an in- 
fant ftatc, it can hardly be conje<flured what 
they will be able to atchicve; but if they fol- 

law 
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low the example of the London Miffionary 
Society, and that body proceed with the vigour 
with which it hath begun, it is impoffiblc to 
iay how great a part of the heathen world 
may come to the brightnefs of Ch rift's rifmg* 
It is juftly to be apprehended, that fo great a 
work will not proceed without difficulties and 
difappointments. The great enemy of fouls 
wiH not be afleep, but exert his devices to dis- 
courage or to diftraft. Nor will it be from 

• 

zrhJiGiit mcrclj that there will be ftrugglest 
ivhhhi men's views are fo diflcrcnt, and their 
difpofitions fo unlike, that in the beft alTem- 
blics and the moft approved charaAers, it will 
not be poflible to prevent diverfities of opinions 
and want of unanimity, even when the mem- 
bers wiih to ad: arieht, and have the caufc 
truly at heart. Nothing but the power and 
prefence of him who can over-rule the corrupt 
aifeftions of fmful men, and make them to be 
of one mind in an houfc, and elpecially in 
very large bodies, can cement their union fo 
as to direft the momentum of their efforts to 
fome great and prafticable objefts. It muft 
be acknowledged that in this behalf the Mo- 
ravians appear to give a moft edifying ex- 
ample. 

Where 



WJiere th^fc objcds of miffionary labour^' 
chiefly prcfent thcmfelves, and hovo they may 
moft cfFcAually be accomplifhcd, I Ihall there- 
fore venture to fuggeft ; and whether it fliould 
be my mercy to fee them fulfilled, oi: fleeping 
in the duft, to hope that others eyes will be 
more blelTed, I ihall count it the great felicity 
and chief end of my life, if I can contribute iii 
the leaft mcafure to facilitate the execution of 
thefe noble defigns. 

; 
I 

In viewing the defolations of the heathed 
world on every fide, our firll attention will 
be required to weigh with deep intelligence 
of the fubjcd, what reafonable hopes may be 
entertained ; and where ^e door of entrance 
opens with the faireft prolpefts of iliccefk^ 
Some of the greateft and moft populous na- 
tions> fuch as China and Japan, crowded with 
inhabitants, millions upon millions furniih a 
delirable field> but the nature of their govern- 
ment feems to forbid all accefs, and it would 
only be devoting vidlims to the flaughter, to 
fend thither thofc men of God, who Ihould 
teach and preach Jefiis Chrift, Divine Pro* 
vidence has not as yet made the path ftrait 

into 



4:ppsndix« 347 

into thcfe lands, and we need no viiion to for- 
bid us making the attempt* 

The heathens in Aiia, to whom we may 
have accefs in our wide extended territories in 
the Eaft, offer a more praAicable door of hope, 
though ftrong and peculiar barriers fence thcnx 
around, whether Hindoos or Mahometans, 
Where God will work, none can let it ; but 
when wx are furvcying the great objects, and 
confidcring according to human probability 
where the Lord points the way for the exccu' 
tion of his defigns, and withfuch hiflrummts a% 
we are provided^ I have always been convinced 
that the heathen, who arc in an inferior ftate 
of knowledge and civilifation, are to be pre- 
ferred to thofe who are more advanced. Thefc 
views coincided with thofe of the London 
Miffionary Society, and they accordingly pre- 
ferred as the fcenc^ of their operations the 
iflands of the Pacific Ocean, and the untutored 
fons of Africa to the more inftru<Sed inhabi-. 
tants of the Indies ; arul hitherto nothing has 
occurred to impeach the wifciom of their dc- 
cifion; but contrariwife, with as few obftacles 
as could poflibly be expcded, the Lord feems 
to be opening a door of falvation to the Gen- 
tiles 
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tiles in a variety of places, and liiorcf hfelp U 
needed than can eafily be fupplied. \\^en a 
thoufand lands are alike deftitute, we can only 
hope to fupply the more urgent calls, and lay 
a foundation, on which others may ereA a 
larger fuperftruifture. 

It will be worth attention, to confider the 
ftations to be fixed upon, as moft advantageous 
for the extcnfivc fprcad of the cvcrlafting gpf- 
pel, where the apparent difficulties of admil^ 
fion are leaft, and the profpc<5ls of fucccfi 
grcateft ; and I am fully perfuaded none can 
be found preferable to thofe we have already 
taken, and where a happy commencement 
hath been made for a more abundant pro- 



grefs. 



Whoever is well verfcd in the geography of 
the country, will immediately difcern, that in 
the Pacific Ocean, no two ftations can be 
chofcn more central, and attended with more 
peculiar advantages, than Tongataboo and 
Otahcite. If no attempt had ever, been made, 
and the fubjc<5l were now fii-ft cain-aircd, thcfc 
would probably decide every thinking and un- 
prejudiced n)ind, as the places from whence 

the. 
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the gofpel> once there fixed^ might moft eaiily 
be fpread through the immenfc iflands of thaf 
ocean. We have made the cflay, and havp 
now conclufive evidence of the prafticability 
of the fcheme, and the different bodies of our 
sniifionary brethren feated in each of thcfc 
ftations^ have provided us with a facility of 
means for proceeding, equal to every reafbnr 
able hope. We havic obtained the language, 
are familiarifed with the manners of the peo- 
ple, and charmed with the abundance of the 
foil and falubrity of the climate. The igno- 
rance, the levity, the ftupidity, the pcrverfe^ 
jiefs of the heathen, we exped: to meet, and 
overcome. If therefore this ought to be a 
principal object, if we but now firft confulted 
merely where we ihould begin with the greateH 
profpefb of fuccefs, how much more ought 
our paft experience to determine us to proceed 
with greater vigour, and more confiderabic 
teinforc.ements, to fecure the advantages we 
have gained^ to conlbjidate the work we have 
/commejnced, and to form in each, fuch a fet- 
tlement, as, we may be morally certain, will be 
able to maintain itfelf, and diffufe the light of 
truth on every fide. 

It 
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It IS evident^ that thus 6CCup}ring iht 
moft eligible ftations of this great ocean> 
•vrith an cafy and conflant communication efla* 
bliflied with our brethren, Arid that capable 
of being carried on, not oWly without cx* 
baufting our funds, but t»ith advaiftage to 
them, if our prefcnt fituation were wifely im- 
prmed, we Ihould be enabled for fervices of 
the moft extcnfive kind. From Otaheitc, ail 
the Society Iflands, thofc to the eaft ill Botf« 
gainville*s archipelago, th6fe to the fbtith 
ivhich have beeh difcov-cred, Toboiiai and 
others ; the Marqucfas to the north j and as 
pur powers encrcafed, the Sandtvich Iflands ; 
thefc are within an cafy reach, ind the coafts 
of north- weft America equally accelUble. A 
fchooncr, whi<:h coiiid cafily be built, wotild 
be fufficicnt to vifit and ke6p up connefftion 
with all thofc places, whenever we had formed 
a folid fcttlcment at Matavai, 4irid c^ld iifiac 
forth from thence, with fu6h as would be poC- 
feffed of the language, and probably attended 
by fome of the natives themfelves ; for it i^ 
neither prefumptuous nor abfurd, to 6Xpe<^ 
that the Lord will give us fome of their fouls 
for our wages, and that tb^ir childtert may be 

brought 
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brought up in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord, 

Perhaps a yet nobler field opens fronft Ton- 
gataboo, and the lame means in our power. 
For fituation, nothing can be more providen- 
tiallj placed. An cxtenfive donliniori is al- 
ready ellabliihed, of their chiefs over number- 
lefs iflands ; and if ^e have the friendJlhip of 
the monarch, Futtafaihe, which appeared 
highly probable from the knowledge wx havt 
xeccired, we lliould find eafy accefs to every 
part of his dominions. Whether it reaches to 
the Navigator's Ifles, is uncertain ; but the 
friendly communication which they have to- 
gether is well known : thefc are peculiarly a 
defirable objcd:. The Feejee iflands are withiji 
ealy accefs of a canoe — all the vaft chain, 
containing millions of inhabitants to the north-^ 
weft, and north-caft, the new Hebrides, the Na- 
vigator's ifles, the Carolinas; and tothefouth. 
New Zealand acceflible. Whether we can form 
a large and confolidated eftabliftiment, withoiit 
exciting thejealoufy of the natives^ the brethren 
on the fpot can beft decide. We may hope their 
conduiJl will have removed fufpicion, and fe- 
fured to us the affedion of the inhabitant!. 

At 
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At Matav^ there can hardly be a doubt, that 
we might eafily be placed above all reaibnabte 
dread of danger, and with any meailirc of 
Chnflian- prudence and meeknefe, fecnre our- 
lelves>- without pffcndipg or alarming the nar 
tives. At leaft our peaceablenefs would fqou 
zismpv^ all apprehenfions^ 

Through the whole heathen world, I be* 
iicve no fuch ol^'e<fi will be found of apparent 
utility, or that will fo cordially concentrate the 
gfiedion, and roiifc the efforts of ^1 the peor 
pic of God, wbpfe attention is now awake, \n 
cv'cry Chriftian land, to fupport, extend, anc} 
carry on the work to fome great and h^ppy 
ifluc. 

Africa next lecms to ftrctch out her hands 
unto God, and to offer a moft abundant fccQc 
for miffionar)^ labour and fuccefs. Our efforts 
at Sierra Leone and its vicinity, though almoft 
abortive, did not, ought not, to difcourage. 
Providence furnillicd us with a more healthy 
climate, andgre<itcr facilities of penetrating the 

interior, at the Cape of Good Hope : and if 
we may rcafon from the events which have 
arifcn on our firft attempts, a firm conclufiou 

piay 



may be 4rawn, that the LcNrd hath called us 
thither^ and wills we fhould rigoroufly purfue 
what has been fb happily begun. Three great 
fcenes for labour arc opened to us at the Cape 
and its vicimty, among the Jtafives and nunur^ 
ensjlaois of that colony, who have heard glad- 
ly^ and are thirfting for inflrttAion, which ^ire- 
ly will be ipeedily afforded them. The vi^ 
O^e nation, to whom it was originally our 
indbentton that our brethren fhould go^ feems to 
occupy an cxtenfive traft qf country from the 
Indian Ocean, perhaps to the Atlantic. How 
fiir they afcend into the interior is yet un-* 
known, or whether through their country we 
can have accefs to any great nations in their 
vicinity, is to be afcertained only by fome 
abode among them ; the apparent probability 
of it is however great. The eagernefs of the 
Bofchemen nation to embrace and pofTefs fbmc of* 
our miiIionari€!3, is one of the finguiar leadings 
cf divine Providence, and feems to promifc 
every blefliiig we could hope from fuch an 
undertaking. The inf^ruilicnts hitherto em-^ 
ployed are indeed too, too i^Wy tod in the eye 
of fenfe too feeble, and cry aloud for a more 
numerous hofl to come over and help thexm 
Vol.. m. A a Their 
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Their voice no dotibt will be heard Among tis, 
and many be ready to fay, Here am I, fend mc, 

Thefe are apparentiy the great doors of 
entrance to the heathen, immediately prefenfcd 
to our view, capable of being eafily fupplied, 
and promising the largeft increale ; fufficient 
of themfelves for a while to engage all our at- 
tention, without diverting it to fmaller and 
inconfiderable attempts, which, by dividing 
our forces, w^ould weaken our efforts in thofe 
great and noble purfiiits, unto which a graci- 
ous Providence feems to have led us by the 
hand ; and if once any happy progrefs be made, 
they open farther, and then cafily acceflible, 
objedls into the interior of that immcnfe and 
almoft unknown continent, as well as to the 
vaft ifland of Madagafcar adjacent. The tra- 
vels of Mr. Park give a pleafmg view of the 
temper and dociHty of the negroes. All to the 
fouth of the Niger, fccms to be occupied by 
the men of that race. The time perhaps- is 
approaching, when the clilldrcii of Ham fhall 
dwell in the tents of Shcm, and be nuuibercd 
with the fons of God. Indeed it mufc bo 
owned, that thcfc commencements, how ever 
aufpiciou?» 
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aufpicious, are cjiminutively fmall. Yet a lit- 
tle fpark may kindle a great fire. The gofpel 
was, from the beginning, fprcad by the labours 
of a few individuals. He that enabled Paul 
fully to preach the gofpel from Jenifalem,* 
round about unto Illyricum, has the refidue of 
the Spirit, and can accomplifli as eafily now 
as then, the eternal purpofes of his will. 

• • » 

That fbmething fhould be attempted, feems 
the general dcfire of the thoufands and ten 
thoufands of God's people in all lands. The 
little that hath been undertaken, confirms and 
encourages our hopes In the nioft enlarged 
manner. Purfuing thefe prbmifihg beginnings/ 
every ftep we advance will make the next 
more prafticablc, and the leadings of divine 
Providenfce direft us where we doubt, in- 
ftruft us where we have miftaken, and tend* 
to open a greater and more effedlual way into 
the heathen world than hath yet bcefi dif- 
tovercd. 

The adivity which hath been excited at 
home by thefe efforts to fpread the gofpel 
uhroad. is at the fame time a proof of the di^ 

A a 2 vincj 
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inne bencdiftion upon this labour of love, and 
a mod efFe<5lual means of continuing a iupply 
of plenteous labourers for the harveft. If the 
means which have been employed arc pur- 
fued with encreafing diligence, we cannot but 
hope that the iiTue will be more abundantly 
bleffcd. 

Roufed to a folemn confidcration of the 
fubjeft, in many of the congregations of the 
faithful^ among whom the power of godlin^ 
has been difFufed, and encouraged by the ex- 
hortations of their zealous paftors, fome of the 
moft intelligent and heft informed, have offer- 
ed thcmfclves to viiit in their vicinity, the 
villages and hamlets, where the ncgleft of the 
fabbath, the diftancc of places of worfhip, and 
the ignorance of young and old, have efpcci- 
ally demanded inftrudllon. Hither they have 
gone, to ercft fchools — to converfe with the 
poor — to vifit the iick — to read — and, where 
there arc pcrfons qualified, to expound the 
fcriptnn.s : and the number of new places of 
divine worfhip which have thus been opened 
is very great. It is highly to be defired, that 
the fame plan flioul J be every where prudently 

and 
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and zcaloufly purfued, as nothing appears to 
have a greater tendency to diffufc the know- 
ledge of Chrift among us, than fuch inftitu- 
tions. The faithful minifters of the gofpcl 
will therefore do well to encourage thefe en- 
deavours, and to excite the zealous of their 
flocks to be thus helpers together in the truth : 
and fuch a body cannot fail to afford miflion- 
ary fupplies for the heathen abroad, as well as 
at home. It would be highly dcfirable alfo, if 
all the minifters of Chrift encouraged thofc who 
feemed defirous to devote thcmfclves to mif- 
{ionary labours among the heathen, and afford- 
ed them fuch means of improvement as would 
render them mofe uleful labourers, whenever 
thecaHs of frelh fupplies of miffionaries for the 
heathen fhould be heard. It is from the dropa 
which fall on the hill, trickle into the brook, 
and flow into the ftrcam, that the river muft 
be compofcd. It will be highly defirable, and 
moft conducive to promote this great work of 
God, if every zealous miniftcr of the gofpcl 
bears this continually on his heart, carries it 
to his great Mafter on his knees, and contri- 
butes his mite to the treafurcs of the fane- 
tuary. 

A a 3 It 
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It is not neceflary, that miffionarics (hould 
all, or many of them, be men of letters,, or 
claffical knowledge. If a few only are peribns 
of more improved uriderftanding, the body of 
their brethren, united with them, and under 
them, will be as ufefuUy employed in their 
feveral arts and occupations, as in any other 
mode whatever. Examples of induftiy, and 
inftrucTiors in the feveral handicrafts which 
lead to civilization, they will have the ftrongeft 
tpndency to attach the natives to us, invite 
thern into our fociety, and bring them under 
the means of grace. By patient perfevcrance 
in teaching the rifing generation, and bearing 
with the prejudices of thofe who are more ad* 
vanccd in years, we may cn^airc them to form 
a happy union with us, and the ifluc be their 
converfion to the truth as it is in Jefus. 

Hoping that fuch a miffionary fpirit may 
every day be more diffufcd and llrcngthened ; 
and fully alTurcd of its tendency to produce 
the moft blcflcd efFcds around us, and to 
the ends of the earth, it is f^rcatly to be 
wiflicd that thofe who have becrun will not 
be weary in well doing, difcoiiraged by dif- 

appointments, 
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appointments, or deterred by difficulties; but 
by their example engage and excite others 
to purfue the fame fteps, till fuch a body 
may be formed, as Ihall furnifh, whenever 
and wherever wanted, faithful labourers for 
the harveft. The work is the Lord's; but 
men mull be the inftruments, and the means 
muft be employed before^ the end can be 
attained. 
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No. III. 

Memoirs of the Leadings of Divine Providence^ 
in the Call of Captain James Wilfon to the 
Work of condn£iing the South Sea Mijjion. 

AS the Church of God In general, and the 
Miffionary Society in particular, are fb 
highly indebted to the noble and difintcrefted 
fervices of Captain James Willbn, I wilh to 
Tecord his name among the worthies, w ho, in 
fpreading the gofpel among the heathen, de- 
ferve to be had in eipccial remembrance. The 
iingular wifdom and pmdence with which he 
4ifcharged his truft, and the uncommon fuc- 
i^tis whicli crowned his labours, through the 
whole of his long and perilous voyage, arc a 
frefli manifeftation of tlie care and keeping of 
that gracious Lord, who had fo often before, 
and in fuch a wonderful manner, led him by a 
way, which he knew not ; preferred him 
amidft deaths oft, and dangers fo- peculiar ; 
and after bearing with him in all his rebellion, 
and infcnfibility, having chofcn him from the 

beginning 



beginning for himfelf, prepared him by a fc^ 
ries of preceding providences for that work, 
which he was fo pccuharly qualified to fulfiL 

The following particulars are coUefted from 
minutes of converfationsj^ held at difFerent 
times. As the circumftances affefted me in 
the relation, I cannot but perfuadc myfclf 
they will produce a like effcd: upon others ; 
lead them to admiring and adoring views of 
the riches of the grace herein dlfplayed ; and 
be to the praife of his glory, who hath mercy 
on whom He wilt have mercy. I perfuade 
liiyfclf the Captain will not be offended with 
tlie liberty I have taken, and will rejoice if his 
eventful flory, and its happy ifluc, become the 
means of fpiritual benefit, to any of the like 
finful fons of men. 

Captain James Wilfon was the youngeft of 
fcventcen children ; his father was commander 
of a Ihip in the Newcaftlc trade, and brought 
him up from his carlicft years in the fea fcr- 
vice. During the laft war he fcrved in Ame- 
rica, and was prefent at the battle of Bunkcr*s 
Hill, and of Long Illand. 



On 



On his return from America, he obtained a 
birth as mate of »n Eaft Indiaman, being, 
though young, an able navigator. After arriv- 
ing in fdfety at Bengal, he quitted his fhip, 
^nd determined to abide iii that country. 
There he became engaged in the country fer- 
vice, and in one of thefe voyages, Mr. Cabel, 
the marine pay-mafter, failing with him from 
Madras to Calcutta, he was fo much pleafed 
with his conduct, as to commence the moft 
cordial friendfhip with him ; and fbon after 
their arrival in Bengal, fent him in a fmall 
vcffel to the Nicobar Iflands, with difpatches 
for the fliips returning from the Eaft, to ad- 
vife them of the arrival of the French fquadron 
lender Suffrein, on the coaft, and to put them 
on tji^Ir guard. The ihlp he commanded was 
ill found, £ind in the voyage her ilcrn-poft 
grew fo Joofe as to admit fo much water, that 
with difficulty fiie wras prevented from foun- 
dering. He was therefore obliged to run for 
Madras, and off Pulicat difcovered the French 
f][ect going down the coaft : he expcded them 
to chafe, and preiTed with all fail for the ftiorc, 
where a dangerous flioal probably prevented 
purfuit and captiu-e ; but the ihip was fo leaky, 

ft 

J^p w^ obliged to run her on the beach to favc 

their 



364 APPENDIX* 

their lives. He proceeded thence to Madras, 
juft at the critical moment when the fettle-' 
mcnt was in the greateft diftrels. Sir Kyre 
Coote had marched to the fouth, and was fo 
furrounded by Hyder Ally's army, that no 
fupplies could reach him by land; and the 
French fquadron, anchored at Pondichem^, 
Jiad cut off all fupplies by fca, fo that the Rri- 
tifh troops were reduced to great difficulties, 
and in danger of famine, their ftorcs being 
nearly cxhauftcd. 

Several Pia fhips had been loaded with rice 
at Madras, but as the French fleet lay diredly 
in the way, they dared not attempt the pafTagc 
to Cuddalore, near which Sir Eyre Coote was 
encamped. The Governor of Madras, Mr. 
Smith, had heard of Mr. Wilfon, and though a 
young man, fent for him, and enquired, if he 
would attempt to carry down the fhips with the 
fupplies for the camp, ftating the danger and 
hazard of the run, and offering him four hun- 
dred pagodas for the fervlcc, and more, if he 
il\ould be detained beyond a fortnight. The 
Ciiptain undertook to attempt the paffage, and 
immediately made preparations for his depar- 
ture. The veffel in which he embarked was 

about 



AFPEXDIX. S6S 

about five hundred tons burden, with three 
others under his command, all navigated by 
black men, himfclf being the only Ekiropcan^ 
except an officer who went down as paflcnger 
to the army. He pulhed on as far as SadraSy 
about fixtecn leagues, where he took refuge un- 
der the Dutch flag, and difpatchcd two Hircar* 
rahs to Sir Eyre Cootc, to inform him of his 
approach, and to expe<5l his orders. 3ut die 
roads were all fb obftruded by Hyder's horicp 
that to avoid that marauding army, the Hir- 
carrahs were obliged to take a great circuit ; 
and as they ventured to travel only by night, 
they were eleven days before they returned*, 
They brought from the General the moft 
urgent orders to proceed at all hazards, and 
without a moment's delay, adding, that if the 
Captain brought only one veflel, and loft the 
reft, it would be the moft effential fervice. 
He accordingly immediately weighed anchor, 
proceeding at fuch a diftance from Pondi* 
cherry as to fee from the maft head the French 
flag, and if poftible to pafs them in the night 
undifcovered. The French fleet that very 
evening weighed anchor, occafioned by a lin- 
gular circumftance, which was after wlairds 
known. Suffrein had fent his water caiks on 

fliorc 
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fhorc to be filled, and they lay on the bcacli. 
Sir Eyre Coote had detached a corps of grena- 
diers and b'ght infailtiy, who entered Pondi- 
cherry, which was open on the land fide fincci 
the fortificatioris had been dcmolifhed. They 
found and ftavfed all the caiks, deftroying 
them entirely ; and this indufced SufFrein td 
run down to point De Gall to repair the lois, 
juft at the moment when Captain Wilfbn waaf 
paffing in the offing. As Suffrcin's fhips failed 
fb much better than his, they were ofFCudda- 
lore in the morning, and Captain Wilibn ar- 
rived in tlie afternoon, thus pro\identially 
cfcaping, and bringing in the whole of the 
cargoes cntrufted to his care, and fo mucH 
wanted by the army. They had then been 
reduced to their laft forty-five bags of paddy, 
and not a grain of rice to be procured. This 
fupply refcued them from the impending fa- 
mine, or the ncccflSty of cutting their way 
through the enemy ; and under God was the 
tixeans, as all acknowledged, of the preferva- 
tion of the army and the Carnatic. Captaia* 
Wilfon had fome ftores of his own, which 
were greedily fcized and devoured, as foon as 
landed. The next day he was invited to dine 
with the General and the Staff, and was placed 

at 
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at Sir Eyre Cootc*s right hand, and rcccivcdl 
the moft cordial acknowledgments for his icr- 
vices. He informed the company of the fd'- 
zurc of his ftorcs ; they bid him prepare an 
account of them, and gave him a pagoda far 

m 

every bottle of wine, and for the reft, in pro- 
portion, fo that this fuccefsful trip produced 
him about a thoufand poimds, and a tcftimony 
of Sir Eyre Cootc's high fatisf:i<ftion in the ftr* 
vice which he had performed. 

Returning to Bengal, he continued to be 
employed in carrying down fupplies : but a^ 
thefe voyages include nothing intercfting, [ 
fhall only note his unfortunate capture by the 
French, when he was going with a very valu- 
able cargo of military ftores for Sir Eldward 
Hughes, whoie ammunition had been nearly 
exhauftcd in the well known conflict with 
Sufifrcin. He was carried into Cudoalore, 
which had been taken by the French, and 
there he found the crew of the Hannibal ia 
the fame captivity. He was permitted, with 
other officers, to be at large on his parole, 
and Iwped fhortly to be exchanged. 

Hydcr 
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Hydcr Ally had at that time overrun and 
wafted great part of the Camatic ; and in con- 
jundion with the Frcnch,4ifter taking Cudda-> 
lore» hoped to expel the Engliih from all that 
territory. He had lately defeated Colonel 
Baily*s detachment, and made them priibners, 
and ufcd every effort to get as many of the 
Englifh as poiTible into his power, in order 
cither to tempt them into his fervice, or to 
gratify his brutality by exposing them to a 
lingering death. He had bribed SiifFrcin with 
three hundred thoufand rupees, to furrender 
tip to him all his prifoncrs at Cuddalore ; and 
the order being communicated to the com- 
maader of the fort, nothing could exceed the 
indignation and grief which he and his offi- 
cers tcftificd at fuch an infamous bargain. 
However, as he dared not difobcy the orders 
of his fupcrior, he informed the gentlemen on 
parole of the tranfac^tion, and his ncccffity of 
delivering them up the next day to the efcort 
appointed to carry them to Seringapatam, 

Captain Vv ilfon no fboner received the in- 
telligence, than he determined that very night,, 
if poffible, to attempt his cfcapc from a capti- 
vity which appeared to him worfc than death. 

Hd 
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He had obfcnxd as he walked the rampartSJ 
the poffibility of dropping down into the 
river ; and though he neither knew the height 
of the; wall, nor the width of the rivers which 
were to be croffcd, before he could reach a 
i neutral fettlement, he determined to feize the 
moment of delay, and rifk the conlequences, 
whatever danger or difficulty might be in the 
way. 

He communicated his refolution to a bro- 
ther officer, and a Bcngalcfe boy, his fcrvant, 
who both refolved to accompany him in his 
flight. It was concerted between them to 
meet on the ramparts, juft before the guard 
was fet, as it grew dark, and filcntly drop 
down from the battlement. Before the hour 
appointed, his companion's heart failed him. 
About feven o'clock, he, with his boy Toby, 
foftly afcended the rampart unperccivcd, and 
the Captain leaping down, uncertain of the 
depth, pitched on his feet : but the Ihock oC 
lb great a defccnt, about forty feet, made his 
chin ftrike againft his knees, and tumbled him 
headlong into the river, which ran at the foot 
of the wall, and he dreaded Icaft the noife of 
the dafti into the water would difcovcr hini. 

Vol. III. B b We 
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He recovered himfelf, however, as fbou as pof^ 
fible, and returning to the foot of the wall, 
where there was a dry bank, bid the boy drop 
down, and caught him fafc in his arms. 

All that part of the Tanjore country is low,- 
and interfered with a number of rivers, 
branching off from the great Coleroon : thefe 
muft all be ncccflarily croflcd. He enquired^ 
therefore, of the boy, if he could fwim ; but 
found he could not. This was very embaraf- 
fing, but he refoh ed not to leave him behind, 
and therefore took him on his back, being an 
excellent fw^mmer, and carried him over. 
They puflicd towards Porto Nuovo, about four 
leagues and a-half from Cuddalore. They had 
paflcd three arms of the river, and advanced at 
as great a pace as they poffibly could, to make 
ufe of the night, fince their hope of fafety 
depended chiefly on the diftance they could 
reach before the morning light. Not far 
from Porto Nuovo, a fcapoy century chal- 
lenged. Who goes there? on which they Ihmnk 
back, and concealed thcmfelves, turning down 
to the river fide. The river in that place was 
very wide, and being near the fea, the tide 
ran in with great rapidity. He took, however, 

the 
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the boy on his back, as he had done before, 
and bid him be furc only to hold by his hands, 
andcaft his legs behind him : but when they 
came into the breakers, the boy was frighten- 
ed, and clung around the Captain with his 
legs fo faft, as almoft to fmk him. With dif- 
ficulty h<i ftruggled with the waves, and turn- 
ing back to the Ihore, found they muft inevi- 
tably perifh together, if he thus attempted to 
proceed. Therefore, fetting the boy fafe on 
land, he bid him go back to Dodlor Mein, 
who would take care of him ; but the poor 
lad has never fmcc been heard of, though the 
moll diligent enquiries were nKidc after him. 
As delay was death to him, he plunged again 
into the ftream, and buffeting the waves, 
pufhed for the oppofite lliore ; but he found 
the tide luiining upwards fb ftrong, that in 
fpite of all his efforts he was carried along with 
the current, and conftrained, at a confiderablc 
dillance, to return to the fame fide of the river. 
Prondcntially, at the place where he landed, 
he difcovered by the moon-light, dry on the 
beach, a canoe, which he immediately feized, 
find was drawing down to the river, when two 
black men rulhcd upon him, and demanded 
w hither he was going with that boat. He 
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feizcd the outrigger of the canoe as his only 
weapon of defence againft the paddles^ which 
they had fecured^ and told them he had loft 
his way, had urgent bufinels to Tranquebar^ 
and thither he muft and would go : and 
launching with all his remaining flrength the 
canoe into the ri\'er, he intreated them to con- 
vey him to the other fide. The good-natured 
Indians laid down their paddles on the thafts» 
and whilft he flood in the flem rowed him to 
the oppofite fhore. He returned them many 
thanks, having nothing elfe to give them^ and 
leaping on the beach, immediately pufhed for- 
ward with all his might. He found he had as 
great a diftance to pafs to the Coleroon, as he 
had already travelled, and therefore continued 
his courfc with full fpecd, the moon Ihining 
bright ; and before break of day reached this 
jargeft arm of the river, of which thofe which 
he had croflcd were branches, Exhaufted with 
the fatigue he had undergone, and difmayed 
with the width of this mighty ftream, he 
ftood for a moment hcfitating on the brink ; 
but the approach of morning, and the danger 
behind him being fo urgent, he ftretched out 
his arms to the flood, and prcfled for the Ihore. 
livnv long he was in crofling he cannot afccr- 
- : . tain ; 
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tain ; he thinks he muft have flept by the way, 
from fbme confufcd remembrance as of a per- 
son awaking from a flate of infenfibility, and 
which, he fuppofes, had lafted half an hour at 
leaft. However, with the light of the morn- 
ing he had reached the land, and flattered 
himfelf that all his dangers were pail, and his 
liberty fecured : when, after paffing a jungle 
which led to the fea-fide, he afccnded a fand- 
bank to look around him. There, to his terror 
and fiirprife, he perceived a party of Hyder's 
horfe fcouring the coaft ; and being difcovcrcd 
by them, they galloped up to him ; in a mo- 
ment fcized, and ftripped him naked, unable 
to fly or refift ; and tying his hands behind his 
back, fafl:ened a rope to them, and thus drove 
him before them to the head quarters, fevcral 
miles diftant, under a burning fun, and cover- 
ed with blifters. He fuppofes he mufl: have 
gone that night and day, more than forty 
miles, befides all the rivers he had crofl!ed. But 
to what efforts will not the hope of life and 
liberty prompt ? What fufFcrings and dangers 
will men not brave to f ecure them ? Yet thcfe 
were but the beginning of his forrows. 
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The officer at the head quarters was a Ma« 
hometan, one of Hydcr's chieftains. He in^ 
terrogated the poor prifoncr Iharply who he 
was, whence he came, and whither going i 
Mr. Wilfon gave him an ingenuous account 
of his efcape from Cuddalorc, and the reafbns 
for it, with all the circumftances attending his 
flight. The moorman, with wrath, looked at 
him, and faid, jute bat, ** that is a lie," as no 
man ever yet pafled the Coleroon by fwim-? 
ming, for if he had but dipped the tip of his 
fingers in it, the alligators would have feizec} 
him. The captain aflured him the truth was 
fo, and gave him fuch indubitable evidence of 
the fa6l, that he could no longer doubt the re- 
lation ; when lifting up both his hands, he 
cried out, (jouda ka Adami ! '' this is God's 
*^ m\in." So Caiaphas prophcficd. He was 
indeed God's man. The Lord had marked 
him for his own, though as yet he knew him 
not. 

He was immediately marched back naked, 
and bliftercd all over, to the former houfc of 
his prlfon, and in acrgravated punifbment for 
his fli^i^ht, Hyder refufed him permiflTion to 

« 

loin his fellow officers, his former companions, 

and 
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and thruft him into a dungeon among the 
meaneft captives. Chained to a common 
fbldier, he was next day led out, almoft famiih- 
cd, and nearly naked , to march on ibot to 
Seringapatam, in that burning climate, about 
500 miles diftant. The officers beheld his 
forlorn condition with great concern, unable 
to procure him any redrcfs ; but they endea** 
voured to alleviate his mifeiy, by fiipplying 
hioi with immediate neceiTaries. Pne gave 
him a fliirt, another a waiftcoat, another ftock* 
ings and flioes, fo that he was once more 
covered, and equipped for his toilfome journey. 
But the brutes his conduftors, had no fooner 
marched him off to the firft halting place than 
they again ftripped him to the (kin, and left 
him only a forry rag to wrap round his 
middle. 

In this wretched ftate, chained to another 
fellow fufFercr, under a vertical lun, with a 
fcanty provifion of rice only, he had to travel 
naked and barefoot five hundred miles, infult- 
ed by the brutes, who goaded him on all the 
day — and at night thmft into a damp unwhole- 
jCbme prifon, crouded with other milerablc 
pbjefts, 
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On their way they were brought Into Hydcr's 
prcfence, and ftrongly urged to enliftin his 
iervice, and profeis his religion, and thus ob- 
tain their liberty : to induce them to which 
thefe horrible feverities were inflicted on them, 
and to efcape thefe at any rate fbme of the 
poor creatures confcnted. But the captain rc- 
je<^ed thefe offers with difdain^ and though a 
flranger to a nobler principle, and dcftitutc of 
all religion^ fb great a fenfc of honour im- 
preffed him, that he rcfolved to prefer deaths 
with all its horrors, to defcrtipn and Maho* 

mcdifm* 

In confequencc of the dreadfulnels of thj* 
march, expofed by day to the heat, and cooped 
up in a damp prifon by night, without clothes, 
and almoft without food, covered w ith fores, 
and the irons entering into his flelh, he wa ., in 
addition to all the reft of his fuffcrings, attack- 
ed with the flux: and how he arrived at 
Seringapatam alive, fo weakened with difcafi 
and fatigue, is wonderful. Yet greater mi- 
ferics awaited him there. Naked, difcafcd, half 
ftarved, he was thruft into a noifome prifon, 
deftitute of food and medicine, with one hun- 
dred and fifty-three fellow fuffcrcrs, chiefly 

highlandcrs 
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highlanders of Colonel Macleod's regiment; 
men of remarkable fize and vigour. The very 
irons which Colonel Baily had worn were put 
on him, weighing thirt)^-two pounds ; and thij 
peculiar rigour- he was informed was the 
punifliment for his daring to attempt an efcape 
as well as for hjis refolute rejedion of all the 
tempting offers made him. The other officers 
were at large,, and among them was the pre- 
fcnt General Baird, fo lately the avenger of 
their wrongs, when he ftormed this very city. 
Poor Wilfon was imprifoncd with the common 
foldiers, and chained to one of them night 
and day. 

It is hardly poffible to exprefs the fcenes of 
unvaried mifcry that for two and twenty 
months he fiiffered in this horrible place. The 
prifon was a fquare, around the walls of which 
was a kind of barrack for the guard. In the 
middle was a covered place open on all fides, ex- 
pofed to the wind and rain. There, without 
any bed but the earth, or covering but the 
rags wrapped round him, hp was chained to 
a fellow fiiffcrcr, and often lb cold, that they 
have dug a hole in the earth, and buried them- 
fclves in it, as fome defence from the chilling 

blafts 
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blafb of the night. Their whole alloi^ance 
was only a pound of rice a day per man> and 
one rupee for forty days, or one pice a day, left 
than a penny, to provide fait and firing to 
cook the rice. It will hardly be believed, that 
it was among their eager employments to col- 
left the white ants, which peftered them in 
the prifon, and fry them to procure a ipoon- 
ful or two of their buttery fubftance. A 
ftate of raging hunger was never appealed 
by an allow^ance fcarcely able to maintain 
life ; and the rice fo full of ftones, that he 
could not chew, but muft fwallow it; and 
often (he faid) he was afraid to truft his own 
fingers in his mouth, left he fliQuld be tempt- 
ed to bite them. 

The noble and athletic highlanders were 
amon^r the firlt vitflims. The flux and dropfy 
daily diminifhcd their numbers. Often the 
ficdd corpfc was unchained from his arm in 
the morning, that another liviYig fufFcrcr might 
take his place, and fall by the fame difcafcs. 
How his conftitution could endure fijch fuffer- 
in2;s IS all:f)nifliinir. Yet he had recoycrcd 
from the flux which he carried into the pri- 
fon, and for a year maintained a ftate of health 

beyond 
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beyond his fellows; but worn down with 
mifery, cold, hunger and nakcdncfs, he was 
attacked with the ufual iymptoms which 
had carried off fo many others. His body 
cnfirmoufly diftended, his thighs as big as his 
waift before, and his face enormoufly bloatec^ 
death feemed to have feized him for his prey. 
But his heart was ilill infenfible as the nether 
milftone. God was not in all his thoughts, 
and his confcienco cauterifed, as if made ftupid 
by his fufferings, he was dying as the beaft 
which perifhcth. No humiliation, no prayer, 
no fcnfe of fm, no recourfe to a pardoning 
God, no care about an eternal world, he lay 
in a ftate of torpor towards every thing holy 
and heavenly, occupied only with the dc* 
fire of life and hope of recovery. How he 
furvived fuch accumulated mifery, exhaufted 
with famine and difeafe, the unwholeforae 
vapours of a prifon thickening around him, 
and the iron entering into his fleih, is next to 
a miracle : but the days of man are numbered. 
He is immortal in the regions of the ihadow 
of death, till his appointed time fliall come. 

Reduced now to the extremity of wcak- 
ncfs, his chains too ilrait to be endured, and 

threatening 
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threatening mortification, he feemed to touch 
the moment of his diifolution, and was re- 
leafcd from them to lie down and die. The 
ibldier to whom he had been laft chained had 
fen cd him with great afFcAion, whilft others 
who had been linked together often quarrelled, 
fcnd rendered mad by their fufFerings, blas- 
phemed and aggravated each others miferies. 
Seeing him thus to appearance near his end, 
and thinking it might alleviate his pain, Sam 
entreated he might fpend for oil, the daily 
pice, about three farthings, paid them, and 
anoint his legs, but the Captain objcAed, that 
he Ihould then have nothing to buy firing and 
lalt to cook the next day's provifion. Sam 
ihook his head, and faid, Maftcr, before that I 
fear you will be dead, and never want it. But 
who can tell what a day may bring forth ? He 
had exchanged his allowance of rice that day 
for a fmall fpecics of gram, called ratchc pier, 
which he eagerly devoured, and being very 
thirfty, he drank the liquor in which they 
were boiled, and this produced fuch an 
amay/mg evacuation, that in the courfc of a 
few hours, hi:: le^r^ and thiirbs, and bodv, from 
being bloated ready to burft, were reduced to 
a Ikcleton^ and though greatly weakened, he 

was 
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was completely relieved: and afterwards re- 
commended the trial with fucccfs to many of 
his fellow prifoners. His irons were now rc- 
placed, though leis hea\'y ; and being mere ikin 
and bones, they would flip over his knees^ and 
leave his legs at liberty. 

The ravages of death had now thinned 
their ranks, and few remained the living mo- 
numents of Hyder Ally's cruelty and malig* 
nity : nor would thefe probably have confliA- 
cd with their mifcries many more months or 
days ; but the vi<5lorics of Sir Eyre Coote 
happily humbled this monfter, and compelled 
him rcluftantly to fubmit, as one of the con- 
ditions of peace, to the releafe of all the Brl- 
tifti captives. With thefe glad tidings, after 
twenty- two months fpcnt on the verge of the 
grave, Mr. Law, fon of the Biihop of Carlifle^ 
arrived at Seringapatam, and to him the pri- 
fon doors flew open ; but what a fcene pre- 
fentcd itfelf ! emaciated, naked, covered with 
ulcers, more than half dead, only thirty-two 
remained out of one hundred and fifty^threc 
brave men, to tell the difmal tale of the fuficr- 
ings of their prifon-houfc. 

Thdr 
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Their humane and compaffibnate deliv<»it/ 
immediately provided them with clothes, 
dreiling for their wounds, and food for their 
hunger : but now their mercies threatened td 
be more fatal to them even than their miieries. 
The ravcnoufnefs of their appetite could iiot 
be rcftrained ; and though cautioned and 
warned againft excels, they devoured the meat 
proAidcd with fuch keen avidity, that their 
ftoniachs, long unaccuftomcd to animal food^ 
were incapable of digcftion. Captain Wilibn 
was of the number who could not bridle his 
cravings ; the lad effcils immediately follow- 
ed. He was fcizcd that night with a violent 
fever, became delirious, and for a fortnight 
his life was dcfpaircd of. In his prllbn, under 
fuffcrings more tlian human nature fcemed 
capable of enduring, he hadftrugglcd through, 
and for the mofh part cnjo\cd a fcatc of health 
and ftrcngth, but now in the moment of li- 
berty, joy, and abundance, he received a ftrokc 
more fevcre than anv he had before under- 
gone. How little can wo determine of the 
good or evil before us under the fun ? He 
was a more wretched being furroundcd by 
kind friends, and everv humane attention; 
than he had been deftitute, famiflied., covered 

>\ith 
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with fores, and lying naked on the floor of a 
dungeon. But he who is the Lord of life and 
glory, had determined he fliould not thus 
perifh. When all human help had failed, the 
great Phylician who ha^ the balm to heal the 
dcfpcrate, rebuked the fever, rcftorcd his under- 
ftanding, and raifcd him up once more from 
the duft of death : the eternal fource of mercy 
would not cut him off in the impenitence 
and hardnefs of his heart ; he had grace iti 
llorc for him, and work prepared, when the 
ict time Ihould come ; and fuch work as wras 
the fartheft from everj' idea he had yet enter- 
tained. He was for this continued among 
the living, to praife him, as he doth this day; 
but at that time, mercies had no more efFeft 
on him than milerics. His heart was yet 
hardened, and he knew not the hand which 
healed him. The day of falvation was not 
yet arrived, nor the period of his chailiicments 
clofed. He returned to life and health, with 
all the fame corrupt propenfities, the fame 
unrenewed heart, the fame forgctfulnefs of 
God, and contempt of his word and com- 
mandments. No fufFerings, not thofe of hell 
itfelf can produce a falutary change : a finner 
would come out of thefe flames, the fame as 

he 
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he entered them, unlefs the fpirit of lore flnd 
power changed the heart of ilone into a heart 
of flefh, and melted die obdurate into godly 
forrow, working repentance unto iklvatioa 
never to be repented of. 

Being now reftorcd, and capable of accom- 
panying his countrymen, he dcfcended the 
Gauts, and proceeded on to Madras. Lord Ma- 
cartney had forwarded a fupply of cloaths to 
meet them, but there not being a fufficicncy 
for all, fbme had one thing and fbme another: 
to Mr. Wilfon's fhare a very large military 
hat fell, which, with a banyan, and pantaloons, 
with many a breach, made his meagre figure 
very much refemble a maniac. Impatient to 
vifit his friends, he walked on from the laft 
halting place, and the fentrics hardly would 
let him pafs. He haftcned to a friend, whole 
name was Ellis, and knocking at the door, 
enquired of the fervants for their mailer and 
millrcfs. The footmen ftared at him, and 
faid, they were not at home, and were fhutting 
the door againft him, when he preflcd in, 
rufhed by them, and threw himfelf down on 
a fofa. The fervants were Mahometans, 
who hold the infane in mucli reverence, and 

fuch 
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fuch they fuppofcd him ; and without any 
violence ufed to. remove him. Captain Wilfon 
was permitted quietly 'to rcpofe himfclf ; and 
being tired, he fell into the moft profound 
llcep, in which ftate his friends on their re- 
turn found him, and hardly recognifcd him, 
he was fo altered. They left him thus found 
aflcep till the evening, when the luftres 
were lighted, and feveral friends affcmbled, 
curious to hear the ftory of his miferablc 
captivity. When he awoke and faw the glare 
of light, and the perfons around him, he could 
fcarce recover his recoUcdion, and for a mo- 
ment fcemcd as if he had dropped iiito fbme 
enchanted abode. The welcome and kind 
treatment of his friends, who fupplied all his 
wants, foon reftored him to his former life 
and fpirits ; and he began td think of new 
fcrvicc, as he had yet obtained but a fcanty 
provifion, which his long captivity had not 
much increaled, though he received the ar- 
rears of his pay. He accordingly {hipped him- 
fclf as firft mate in the Int^ligence, Captain 
Penington, for Bencoolen and Batavia. In' 
his pafFdge through the ftraits of Malacca, 
they were furrounded with water fpouts, one 
t>f which was very near, and thiey fired to dif- 
VoL. III. C c pcrfc 
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pcrfc it. The roaring was tremendous^ and 
prefently a torrent of rain poured on the ihipj 
which brought down with it many fiflb and 
fea weeds, yet the water was pcrfedlly frdh ; 
a phenomenon fingularly curious. 

During this voyage, the white ants and 
cock roaches, with other infefts, multiplied in 
the moft prodigious manner, fo that it was 
jrcfolvcd to run the fhip down from Bencoolen- 
to Pul^ Bay, and lay her compleatly under 
water to get rid of the vermin. After a fort- 
night they pumped her dry, and the quantity 
deftroyed of thefe creatures, with centipedes 
three or four inches long, was incredible, Ben- 
coolen is a moft unhealthy place, but Puley 
Bay is the region of the ftiadow of death ; from 
thence none efcape without the putrid fever. 
Perhaps the wetnefs of the fliip added not a 
little to the caufe of mortality. Before they 
left the bay, everj^ man of the crfew, who were 
Europeans^ except Wilfon, died. The Cap- 
tain came down well on Chriftmas day, and 
only dined on board, and returned the fame 
night ; the very next day he fickcncd and died. 
A recruit of black men was fent from Ben- 
coolcn to nayigatc the veffel. The \^ dajr 

they 
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they failed out of the harbour. Captain Wil- 
ibn, who had rcliftcd hitherto the intempera- 
ture of the climate, and then commanded the 
vcflel, was attacked with the fever. One 
Swede yet remained. He had always account- 
ed for the death of his companions, and im- 
puted it to their imprudence. He had confi- 
dence he fhould efcape. He was then at the 
helm, going out of the harbour : the Captain, 
who, though ill, kept the deck, obfervcd the 
fliip very badly ftcered, and called out. The 
Swede quitted the wheel, and fat down on the 
hen-coops. . The Captain himfelf ran to the 
wheel to rcilify the courfc ; ftorming at the 
man who had left the helm. He made no 
reply ; but how great was his furprife, when, 
on going up to him, he found him a corpfc. 
The fliip however vifited Batavia,and arrived in 
Bengal; and though his health continued to liif- 
fer, the Captain made a very profitable voyage. 

During a year and a half he had repeated 
and dangerous relapfes, and more than onco 
approached tlie gates of death. He continued 
however to improve his fortune, and became 
himfelf a lliarer in the veflel as well as com^ 
gander. Having thus accumulated a iinall 

C c 2 compe-* 
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competence for that country, he rtfoive^i(f 
return to England, and fit down content witlf 
v^hat he had, and endeavour to recover hir 
health and dbjoy himfelf. 

With this view he embarked as paflcftgcr,' 
in the fame fliip in which that good man, 
Mr. Thomas, one of the Baptift niiflionaries, 
was returning from Bengal to England. With 
him he had frequent difputes dbout religion ;• 
and being as infidel i^ .principle as carelefs inr 
conduft, he could not but grieve fo gracious at 
minifter, who obferted one day to the chief 
mate, th^t he fhould have ftiuch more hope 
6f converting the Lafears to Chriftianity, thait 
Captain Wilfon ; fo deeply myfterious arc the* 
ways of Providence. The things impoffiblc 
to man, arepoffibic with God; but th€ time 
^^'as riot ycf . 

Being arrived fafo at Portfmoutli, he imme- 
diately loorkcd around him for an agfeeafclc 
abode, and having i^n difc^vered fuch a one 
at Horndcan, in Hampfhire, he purchafcd it, 
and determined to fit down contented with 
the very moderate fortune which he had 
brought from India, and araufc himfelf witb 

gardening 
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gardening and the iports of the country. Be- 
ing unmarried, he confidtned of a proper per- 
fon to have the condudl of his houfe and fa- 
mily. He had a fcnfiblc and agreeable niece, 
whom he particularly defired to take this care 
upon her. She was a truly religipus woman, 
and when prelfcd by him to come and live with 
him, ihe informed him of her £batiments, and 
the neceflity of attending the worlhip of God 
at the congregation of Portfca, to which Ihe 
jbelongcd. He very carelefsly obfervcd, that to 
him this would be no obje6lion ; he fhould 
not diftiirb her about her religion ; and pro- 
vided Ihe did not trouble him with it, he 
ihould Jcavc hex to hcrfcjf. 

About two years he contlniusd to live at 
Horndcan, in the fame carclefs unconcern 
about eternal things, decent in his conduft, 
and perfectly fobcr ; amufcd with his garden, 
the fports, and cpmpany around him ; but an 
,utter ftranger to the principles of the gofpel, 
as unacquainted with the power of them. 

Providentially at this time^ a book of Major 
Burn's, containing dialogues on the Chriftian's 
lA^jirfare fell into his hands. A religious book, 

C c 3 written 
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written by a military man, excited his curiofitj, 
and fixed his attention. As he read, the fcales 
Icemed to fall from his eyes, and a new fyHcxn 
of divine truth unfolded itfelf to his view, of 
which, before he had not the leaft idea. He had 
heard nothing like it in India ; and his parifb 
church, which he attended at home, had fur* 
iiiihed him with no fuch dod:rines, as Major 
Bum iiiggefted ; at leaft his inattention had 
never perceived any thing refembling what he 
pow read, as conftituting the efTence of it 
Chrifiian's faith and practice. 

Religion had been a fubjeA agreed to be 
waved with his niece ; but he could not now 
help enquiring, if fhe knew any peffons in this 
country who held the fame fenti meats ^s the 
Major inculcated, She fbon refolved him, 
that he would find at Portfea many zealous 
advocates for them, and prcflTcd him to go 
with her, and hear the Rev, Mr, Griffin, the 
next fabbath-day. He accordingly drove her 
down to Portfea, from whence he was only 
nine miles diftant, and was delighted to find 
in Mr. Griffin's preaching the perfcd: cor- 
refpondence with thofc evangelical fcntiments 
which he had read with fo much pleafure, 

and 
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and which the difcourie of this excellent man 
fixed with deeper impreilioa on his mind. 
From that day forward he began to read the 
Scriptures with great diligence and increafing 
fenfibility of their importance. He became a 
conftant attendant on the gofpel, and formed 
a cordial friendihip with the worthy young 
minifter^ whole church he frequented, and was 
foon admitted as a member. His regular vifits 
there, and the change produced on himfelf, 
were too vifible not to be noticed by his for- 
mer acquaintance. It was foon rumoured 
how altered a man Captain Willbn had be- 
come, and the ufiial reproach of Methodifm 
immediately attached to hinu 

In this ftate of fpiritual improvement he 
continued about two years — ^feparating himfelf 
from the vain and fmful world, and cordially 
uniting with the people of God^ His garden 
continued his amufement and employment, 
whilft the word of God, and other books, 
tending to edification, were his daily delight 
and his counfellors. His life now proceeded 
in the fame placid uniform tenor, till one day, 
after returning from Portfea, he was walking 
in his garden, and meditated on the faith of 

C c4 Abraham, 
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Abraham, in leaving his country and friends 
at the call of God, not knowing whither he 
went — this had been the lubjeft of the fermon 
which Mr. Griffin had that day preached. On 
reviewing the circumflances of the Patri- 
arch, he was much afFeded with the wonders 
wrought by iaith, recorded in that 1 1th chap- 
ter of the Epiflles to the Hebrews, pnd ad- 
mired the devotednefs, and felf-denial erf the 
worthies there recorded. As he mufed on thq 
nature and evidence of the faith there dcfcrib- 
cd, as the Jiibftance of things hoped for, and the 
evidence of things notfeen, he began to quefiioa 
himfelf on the reality of his own ; and felt a 
riiine fear in his mind, lefl he Ihould have de- 
ccivcd himfelf by placing docSrinal opinion, in 
the ftcad of divine conviftion of the truth. He 
afkcd himfelf, if called in Providence to fuf- 
fer or to fcrve like thefe, whether he couH 
as readily give up all for Chrift, and go forth 
at the divine bidding. 

ThjB imprcffion arifing from thefe reflec- 
tions fixed deeply on his heart for fevcral 
weeks, and his mind underwent many harraf- 
fmg fears and doubts on the fubje<5l ; till one 
oay happening to take up the Evangelical Ma- 
gazine, 
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gazine, the firft lubjeft which caught l^is eye 
and attention was the account of the inftitu- 
tion of the London Mi/Jionary Society t and of 
their noble deiign to convey the gofpel, if pof- 
fible, to the iflands of the Pacific Ocean. The 
thought immediately forcibly ftruck his mind, 
** if you are wanted to command the expedi- 
" tion, have ypu faith to facrifice all the com- 
^^ forts around you, and freely devoting your- 
^' felf to the fcrvicc, could you embark once 
^* more on the deep, not to increafc your fiib- 
^^ ftance, but to fcek the folds redeemed by 
^< the blood of the Lamb ?^' He felt that mo- 
ment he could do it with plcafixrc : he per- 
ceived his faith was up to the iacrifice t be 
iread the chapter over with delight^ and was 
fure he could, if called, give himfclf up to 
God. 

He had enjoyed fome happy hours in thefe 
meditations. They were the frequent fubjeft 
of his thoughts ; when one day a feries of new 
ideas rofe up in his mind, to which he had 
been hitherto a ftranger. He had hardly dur- 
ing all the years of fcrvice on the fca, ever 
known what fear was : he had been unaffected 
by thp ftorms which he had cncovmtered, and 

never 
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never thought of the perils of the deep ; but 
BOW the dangers and difficulties to which fuch 
an enterprifc mufl cxpofe him rofe up tre- 
mendous to his view, and he began to reafbn 
on the folly of quitting his prcfent comfortable 
a^xKle, for a life lb very different ; and deter- 
mined to tiy to baniih the idea from his mind. 
It followed him, however, in ipite of all his 
clForts. Fearing to trufl his own judgment, he 
leiblved to communicate his fenfations to ibmc 
of his ierious and judicious friends — ^ftate to 
theoi. the feelings of his mind, and have tbeir 
^vice on the fubjed;. 

The general. voice, on the view of his cir- 
cumftances, rather difcouraged his entertaining 
any farther thoughts of the matter. Though 
they highly approved the miffion, and honour- 
ed his zeal in defiring to promote fo glorious a 
toufe, they did not fee his call clear to quit 
his prcfent flation, and pcrfuadcd him tp 
abandon the idea* 

His mind, however, rcftcd not at eafc. He 
was confcious he ought not to move but on 
ibme evident call of ncceffity, that he muft 
fee the path of duty clear, . before he quitted 

tjic 
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the comfortable iettlement he enjoyed ; and 
though his heart was greatly drawn out in 
prayer for the glorious objcft of the miflion, 
he refolved to wait awhile the leadings of 
Providence, without entirely renouncing h)fl 
purpofes of fervicc, if required, 

A general meeting of the mmiftcrs of th(i 
gofpel being convened at Salifbury, to con£i-> 
der the fUbje^t of the intended miifion, and 
to promote its accomplifliment^ he determined 
to accompany his worthy paftor, Mr. Griffin^ 
thither, and hear what fhould be advanced on 
the occation. There alio he mentioned to fomc 
of the brethren the impreffion which ref^ed 
on bis mind; but they rather, in general^ 
damped than encouraged his fenfations on tibu: 
fubjeft ; and though they zealouily favoured 
the miiiionary attempt, they hardly thought 
his Services would be nece^ary* ^ 

He had now probably dropped all farther 
thought of the matter, if the firft general mii^ 
iionary meeting bad not fummoned up Mr, 
Griffin, with many others, to town, in or- 
der to confult what fteps were, proper to be 

purfued 
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purfued on the commencement of fo great ai^ 
^mdertaking. The Captain rcfolvcd to be of 
the part}'', and to fee and hear for himiclf^ 
what was th« objeft intended, and the means 
proppfed for carrjMng the miffion into cfFe<ft. 

As the thing was evidently of the Lord, 
he came with a mind prepared for the work 
in the eternal counfcls appointed him to ful- 
fill. He liftcned with ferious attention to the 
difcourfe delivered at the Caille and Falcoa, 
to the body of the fociety, wherein I exprefled 
my confidence, that however difficult the 
•work might 'appear, God would provide in- 
ftruments for the execution of his own pur- 
poies, that the means would never be want*- 
ing if wc zealoufly {ct our Ihoukkrs to the 
yoke, and confidcred the glory of the objedl, 
and the urgency of the call. He attended next 
day at Spa-fields, and heard th^ firft Difcourlc, 
fince publiflied, enforcing our duty, defcribing 
the objeds, and fuggcfting the ftcp» neccflary 
for the execution. Thcle met his full appro- 
bation, and contributed to decide his mind on 
the flibjed:. He dcfircd Mr. Griffin to call 
upon mc, and appoint an interview. Mr. Grif- 
fin 



fin defcribed the man^ and his cbnverfation> 
his fituation, ability, and zeal. My very heart 
leaped with joy at the propofal, and I was 
filled with hope, that God, in different places. 
Was raifing up men unknown to each other, 
for the accOmplifhrncnt of his own purpofes, 
towards the heathen. 1 begged to fee him 
without delay, and we met next morning, 
when, after ibme conference concerning the 
niiffion, with great modefty and diffidence^ 
but with a decided purpofe, he intimated, 
that if the Society could not find a better 
conduAor, which he wiflicd and hoped they 
might, the fcrvice fliould. not be impeded for 
lack of nautical knowledge, and he was ready, 
without other reward than the fatisfacftion re- 
fill ting from the fcrvice, to devote himfelf to 
the work, with whatever inconvenience to 
hhnfelf it might be attended. He gave me 
an account of the dealings of God with hipi 
hitherto, which I have above detailed, and ex- 
pfefled a fenfe of the obligations he was under 
to our precious Lord to dedicate himfelf to this 
Icrvice, as he faid he fliould never forgive 
himfelf if he held back when his help \m» 
wanted. 

So 



So iingular a provifion mad^, for \^hat 
iecmed of all other things moil difficult to be 
obtained at the commencement of fuch an 
undertaking, appeared to me eiddently the 
finger of God» Having communicated the 
propo&l to the dircAors, two of them were 
appointed as a committee to converfe with 
Captain Wilfbn on the fubjeft. They were 
equally charmed with his modefty, ability^ 
teal/ and devotednefs of heart, and concurred, 
that nothing could tend more powerfully to 
the accomplifhing our deiigns, than having 
fuch a man to command the vefTcl that (hould 
convey the miifionaries to the place of their 
deftination. The offer was embraced with de- 
light by the diredlors, and contributed in a 
very efpecial manner to animate our confi- 
dence, that God would provide all other ne- 
ceffary means, and quickened us to execute 
the work w ithout delay. 

The Captain being prefented to the direc- 
tors, confirmed the report which had been 
made ; and though he hoped we might yet 
fi^d an abler commander, and in that cafe he 
might be excufcd, and his heart be at reft, yet 

he 
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he pledged himfelf, if we could not, to do bis 
beft for the mlffion ; and. that, at whatcva 
time he Ihould be called into the fcrvice, he 
would come up, and prepare for the voyage 
At the end of the wxek, when the fbciety 
broke up, he retired to his houfe in the coun- 
try, leaving the deepcft impreffion upon every 
man who converfed with him, that never did 
a perfon appear more eminently qualified for 
the discharge of this fervicc than the man lb 
providentially provided for us. 

I 

Some months elapfed in the preparatory 
fteps, in fccking out, and examining million- 
aries, providing funds, and weighing the pro- 
pereft means of carrying the purpofed miilion 
into efFeft. After long and ample difcuflion, 
it was refolved, that the attempt Ihould be 
made in a Ihip belonging to the Ibciety, luffi- 
cient to carry thirty miffionaries ; and that 
Captain James Willbn be requefted to under- 
take the command. This relblution was ac- 
cordingly communicated to him, and thougK 
he had met many caules to damp his zeal and 
deter him from the lervice, he continued fixed 
in his purpofe, and his ccrrefpondence breatlw 
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cd a fpirrt fb truly noble, that it was rmpof- 
fible not to congratulate each other on ilicb 
an acquifition. 



The miffion being now in great 
ncfsy and a fccond general meeting haviog 
confirmed all our former refolutions, the Cap- 
tain was dcfircd to come up, which he did, 
and took an aftivc part in the preparations— 
Not lefs than feven or eight times did he go 
up and down at his own expencc ; fought out 
and purchafed a proper vcffel — forwarded every 
thing in his department — engaged the mari- 
ners — and fettled all his own affairs for fo long 
an abfcnce. He fold his houfe, fixed his 
niece in London, and chcarfully embarked 
with the miflionaries in that long and perilous 
navigation, which he has fo happily accom-* 
pliflicd. 

Through the whole of his eventful ikory, 
we difcovcr a beautiful and admirable deve-* 
lopcmcnt of the leadings of God's providence. 
Who would have looked for a commander of 
.a Chrlftian milfion, in an impious and infidel 
lailor, chained in a prifon at Scringapatam ? 

Who 
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Who would have expelled from the man^ who 
returned from India, contradiding and blaf- 
pheming the faithful leader on the quarter- 
deck, in the midft of prayer and praifc, carry- 
ing the everlafting Gofpel to the ifles of the 
Pacific Ocean ? The iffue is before the pub- 
lic — and no man who reads the Miffionary 
Voyage can hefitate to confirm the exclama- 
tion of the Moorman — this is God's man. 
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